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Forty—l}i inth Year

Ayer, Mass., Saturday, December 234916

Everything Electrical

’l .
© Vulue

Value

.

SALESROOM
PARK STREET

Robert MUFphy's Sors. G0,

Headquarters for

‘Mazda Lamps

Eve r-Ready
- F la'shlights & Batteries

and

.Elemrln | SuDDlle‘s

$1,00
SALES .PRICE - 89¢,

\q\ll:-’l’gs PRICE $1.33 erlng and Repalrlng

ELECTRICAL CON TRACTORS

Telephone 86-4
AYER, MASS.

Fi IFSI» NﬁllOﬂﬂl Bank o1 Auer
Savings and Thrift Club

Thrift Clubd starts Tuesday, Dec.
26,1916, at 8 a. m., when First

SAVE 25 CENTS' PER WEEK FOR

" SAVE 50 CENTS PER WEEK FOR
SAVE $1.00
SAVE

Banking Hours—8 to 3 - - -

Payment will be Due
PER WEEK FOR

$2.00 PER WEEK FOR 50 WBBKS

CALL AND LET US EXPLAIN
) Saturdays, 8 to 1

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF AYER

Early Shopping
GIVES YOU A BETTER SELECTION OF GOODS

Our Store is Now Prepared for Those Who Want Smart, Sensible,
Up-to-the-Minute @ifts

A Few Practical Suggestions:

FANCY CHINA BOUDOIR LAMPS

CUT GLASS CHAFING DISHES

SILVERKRAFT WARE CLOCKS

TEA WAGONS VICTROLAS

SMOKER STANDS MUSIC CABINETS

SEWING TABLES PTANOS
CHILDREN'S FURNITURE

We invite you to do your Christmas Shopping at our store and
get the benefit of our anniversary 10 Percent Discount on a}l pur-
chases during the month of December.

J. J. Barry & Co.

Ba.rry Building

Main Street AYER, MASS

- TO- NIGI—IT

At the Store of J.J Barry, Main Street, Ayer
FRIDAY EVENING, ﬁacmvmzn 22—5 to 8 o’clock
FIT(‘HBURG CO- OPERATIVE BAN K.

Merry: Chrlstmas.

the organist,

i Williams  of - Tilton academy,

AYER

News Items, -

On Christmds - day there will  be
masses at 8t Mary’s church at 5, 6.30,
9 and 11 o'clock. The eleven o'clock
mass will be a high mass, at which
will be preached 2 sermon on ‘“The
meaning and spirit of Christinas.” The
music wlill be under the direction of
+ Miss  Madeline Mc-
Carthy. and is 1o consist 6f St. Basil’s
mass B, The soloist will bhe Mrs, Lila
ifan Moore, Se¢los will also be glven
by Willam Flynn and Miss Frances
King at the mass, and at ‘the benedic-
tion of the most blessed sacrament
which will immediately follow the
mags.  The children's choir will sing
the Adeste Fidells and Christmas
hymns at the nine o’'clock mass. On
Christmas day and during the octave
a’beautiful group of figures represent-
ing the events ~connected with the
birth of the Saviour wijl stand for
the veneration of all,-and as a Te-
minder of the meaning of the coming
of the Christ. A mass will be sald in
Littleton at ten o'clock.

Jenness W, Brown suffered a very
severe attack of acute indigestion at

his hume Thursday forcnoon, He is
reported  much het:er this Frldny
morning.

Dr. B. . Hopkins is sick. at hl‘i

home on Pleasant street,
reports wuas improving.

George T. Burns, of Norfolk, Va., Is

apending the holidays at his home
here. -
Among the students at home for'the
Christmas vacation . are Edward R.
Dwyer of Dartmouth college, Merrill
Webb of Wilbraham academy, Mason
Ralph
Brown of Amnherst Agricultural col-
lege, und Irank Brown of the. Uni-
verstty of Pennsylvania.

J. J. Barry, a former manager of
the Ayer telephone exchange, has been
appointed Lynn district muanacer for
the company. Mr. Barry gave up- hig
potition as manager of the local ex-
change about four years ago to ac-
cept a positign as manager of the
Brockton evchange. which position he
held until * his uppolntmcnl to the
Lynn “district.

. Mrs, l.ew, who ls living with her
daughter, Mrs., Mary 1. Hazard, has
recovered from her recent sickness.
Mrs. L.ew, aithough nearly ninety-six
vears of age, Is remarkably well for
one of her extreme age.

- Stephen Ryan, who Is a spudent at
the University tof Maine, Is at home
for the holidays and is assisting at the
postoffice during the holiday rush of
business. '

Chief Beatty is having his annual
trials in endeavoring to have the law
relating to the removing of snow from
sidewalks complied with, There are
a number of delinquents as usual, who
openingly and knowlingly dl'-robe:, the
law. Washington street was sadly in
need of attention In this respect.
Those who strictly attend to the work
of clearing their walks naturally feel
as though all others should do the
same. The dissatisfaction has become
so great that there iy talk of repeal-
ing the law at coming town meeting.

The marriage of Luther Burbank,
the world. famous botanist, . this week
to- his socretary, -Miss Dlizabeth Wa-
ters, in San Francisco, recalls to the
older people of Ayer the early years
of Mr. Burbank when he lived {n this
town. He lived with his mother in
the houre on Park street now occupied
v Mrs. Bridget Toohey, and attended
aar schools about 1870,  He worked for
u time in the Public Spirit office, set-
ting type. l.ater, he moved with his
mother to lLancaster. which is his
native town., Previous to coming to
Ayer Mr: Burbank lived in . lunen-
burg. He went to Santa Rosa, Cal,
in 1875, where he established u large
experimental farm and has been ac-
tively cngaged in work =since.

These officers were chosen at the
meeting in the Congregational churceh
on Wednesday evening: Augustus
lovejoy. moderator; Dr. B. H. Hop-
kins, clerk; Ellis 13. Harlow, treas.;
Miss Mary B. Johnson, auditor; Har-
rison E. Evans, deacon 2 yrs,; Augus-
tus Lovejoy, Dr. B. H. Hopkinsg, Geo.
.. Osgood, prudential com.: Mrs. Nina
B. Imojm Mrs. G. G. Usgoml chmch
con.

Miss ~Alnm Gray. teacher in the
eighth grade, concluded her duties this
week Friday afternoon and has accep-
ted a similar position in Grand Mere,
P. Q. The vacancy caused by Miss
Grav's resignation will beé filled by
Miss May 8. Daley, a graduate of Bos-
ton untversity. Miss Daley has been
at the school several days, getting in
touch with her new work.

The next meeting of the Special Aid
soefety will be held in the lower town
hall on [“riday afternoon,” December
29, at two o'clock. Every member is
earnestly asked to be present.

The W. C. T. . will hold a meet-
ing in the vestry of the Baptixt church
on Friday uafternoon, January 5, at
2.50 o'clock. The union is planning to
hold a un:ion temperance meeting in
Page hall after the Christmas holi-
days.

Christmas day service at St. An-
drew's church will be at nine in the
school chil-

but at last

morning. The Sunday
dren's Christmas tree will be held
on  Wednesday afternoon, December

27, at four o‘clock.

The heavy snowstorm of Iast week
I*riday seriously inconvenienced traf-
fic. More or less delay was experi-
erced by the railroads, both steam
and electric. in makingwregular sched-
ules. The storm caused a bad wreck
a few miles west of Worcester on .the
Boston and Albany railroad, which
tied up through traffic over that line
to Boston. The trains were all run
through Ayer by way of Greenfield,
and from here to Boston by way of
Worcester. The extra traffic aggra-
vated the inconvenience cauged by the
storm In disarranging time’ schedules
of the Fitehburg division.

Miss Mildred .Sanders, who was
graduated from the New .-England
Conservatory of Music last June,2and
who is now dolng advanced musical
and dramatic work at the school, had
a prominent part in the.annual dra-
matic recitals which were given on
successive evenings, December 12 and

Boston on Saturday evening, Decem-
her 17. Her part was that of “Antle,”
the simple Dutch maldeh in an epi-
sode of Edward Knoblauch’s comedy
)My lady's dress,” which was first
produced at the Royal ‘theatre, Lon-
don, In 1914, and which had its Bos-
ton premlere under direction of<Mr.
Gilbert, director of the conservatory,
dramatic department. This amusing
little’ work ‘made a .very favorable im-
pression on large audiences, and was

well treated by the local aranhatlc

larrived

13. and before the Copley Soclety of |-

critlcs, several of whom specially
niontloned Miss 8anders’ work.

The registrars of voiers have -ar-
ranged those ‘dates for rc;.lstcrlm; for
the annual town macting: Thursday
evening, January 18, from 7.30 to
9.30, and Saturday, January 27, from
twelve at noon-until ten in the even-
Ing. ‘Town eeting comes on Mon-
day, l-ebrunry B,

Temple. Pythlun Sisters, these officers
Wwerd” elected: . Mrs. Allce B. Fleet,
m.c.c.; Mrs. Elsle M. Farce, c.6.; -Mrs,
Lucy Morse, e.g.; Mrs, Alice King, m.;
Mrs, Mary Howarth, mf.y Mrs, Min-
nle Fowler, m.r.c.; Mrs. Evelyn (un-
ningham, p.; Miss Mabel Davenport,
0.8.; Mxrs, Alice -King, representative
to grand lodge; Mrs. Lucy Prescott,
anernute. Mrs.  Evd Bulkelex trustee
23 yrs. Four candidates were inm'ued
the.- work .being -inspected - hy  Miss
Maude Hadley, of Waltham, deputy.
Refreshments were served.

Mrs., lL.eo J.: O\exll has returned
from the Clinton ‘hospital, where she
underwent. a - surgical operation a
short time ago, and s doing well,

The schools ¢10s¢d this week ¥ riday

afternoon for. thé annwval (‘hristmas
vacatlon. They wiil X'(, -open on Tues-
day ‘morning, Jan ¥-2, a day later

than formerly, ow.lhg to the fact that
January 1 Is this year for
time 2 legal “holfday.

barber shop of "Lester Carew on Mer-
chants’ row. Mr, Donovan has been
employed by Mr., Ca.rcw for some time
past, .

It would seem that the town sfficials
would try’ and have a plow out to

snowfall.
crossings at the different streets re-
sembled minlature lakes. caused by
those who have shoveled off thelr side-
walks and the towh plow throwing the
snow in the gutter When a thaw
like that of this week comes there is
no way for the.excess water to run
off and at places It requires a person
to wear rubber.boots to effect a gross-

wet. Other towna and cities do this
and why not Ayer, especially at ‘this
season of the year when so many peo-
ple are out doiug their Christmas
shopping. X

Fires.

A fire in tae t\\o-tenemem house on
Park street, the JI(I‘O))LI‘K) of the Stone
heirs of Littleton,. Zave the fire de-
partment forty ﬂve minutes of stren-
uous work I week Friday afternoon
before the flames' were subdued. The
department’
ing Its usualifast'time on account of
the raging sno,w«torm which ‘prevail-
ed. The fire;caught in the kitchen of
the wooden ell which is attached to
the south slde-of the majn building,
which is of bricK construction, the ell
forming a part of the tenement occu-
pied by George Boilsseau and family,
At the time of the fire Mr. Bolsseau’s
family were temporarily absent. The
blaze was discojered by Mrs. Delia
Forrest, housekepper for James Prof-
fit, who occupieqd.the other tenement.
The alarm was Ounded from box 5,
at the corner Pf ‘West and Main
streets at 2,15, ggbthe “all out” signal
was given dt thiree oclock. The fire
was prevented from spreading to the
ma -building by tie brick walls of

the brick "building!! The interior of
the brick burlding  however, was
somewhat da zed by water. The

loss is estimled Ietween 2400 and
$500.  The cuuse € the fire i~ un-
krown. I

An akirne from b 15 shorty after

six o'clock Jast ..ttL.,(la\ evening eall.
r:l the fire deparumett to a Lrisk blaze
in the house of Jud o George A, San-
derson on Eust Mal street. The fire
caught on the seconi floor in the west.
wing of the house axl burned through
into the attic of th¢main house. At
the time the fire dipartment arrived
it appéared as if th house would be
destroyed. A weil dtected and prompt
attack on the tlames, however., pre-
vented the fire fron doing any zreat
damage to th« mainpart of the house.
The damage by waer was considers
abie, the lower partof the house and
furniture’ being mop or less affected
by the water dripfing through the
ceitings from the.fldrs above.

At the time the fre broke out the
only person in th{ house was the
nousckeeper, Misxs Annle Dunleavy.
Tha family. consisthg of Judge and
Mrs. Sanderson. Rolirt, George A, Jr.,
and Bennett Sanderon, were in Bos-
ton. Bennett Sandeason arrived home
some time after th flre department
on the scep.

It was at first thaght that the fire
was caused by the kplosion of an oil
stove on the vecont tloor, ax a loud
noise was heard jul previous to the
breaking out of th| fire, A careful
investigation, howevr, does not agree
with that idea. andthe origin of the
fire remains a myvstyy.

An insurance adjpter from Boston
was In town thix w and went care-
fully over the huildig with a repre-
sentative of Judge derson to deter-
mine the lose. It is pry difficult to ar-
rive at a correct fiire at this time,
but it may be sad t a fair estimate
of the total loss willnot exceed $1500,

During the heizlf of the fire, when
a line of hosc was ding effective work
in checking the tfmes, the firemen
practically having pe flre under con-
trol, gome one shi lhc water off on
that line at the hydant. The minutes
lost in getting th line into action
again gave the flakes a renewed start
and they begnn toreep into the main
house. But for tls incident the fire
engineers are of tp opinion that the
damage would hay been less and the
fight to subdue theflames would have
heen much caslter, €. E. Perrin, chief
engineer, makes ;fc statement that
he will give a idrd of twenty-five
dollars to qmun:ivho can furnish him
with enough evidice to convict the
person who dithis act during the
temporary absgee’ of the man sta-
tioned at the pdrant at the lower
end. ot the bridd on East Maln street.

News Items.

tev. W. (. frown {s entertaining
a young friendjrom Harvard collego
during the holifys.

The War Rell assoclatton will meet
with Mrs, Chanhg Brown next Thurs-
day afternoon.

Fred Cook
Knolwton fro
HArtwell from
and Norman B

m ‘Tufts, Heywood
Dartmouth, Warren
fts, George Hartwell
ell from Commercial
college, Mary b4l from Framing-
ham Normal, t] Fairfield sisters and
Aria Stone fronB. U.; Katherine Kim~

_ At the -last’ meating of Harbinger |

thc first |’

Joseph E. Dono‘,m has buugm the

clear the guttérs on an occasion of a
thaw or rainstorm-following a heavy |
On - thls’ week Friday the |

ing, and then he would not be sure of’
getting across without getting his feet [

as pre\omed from mak- |

Mens Fancy Mixture Overcoats
Men’s Black Kersey Overcoats -
Youths” Fancy Mixture Overcoats
Boys’ Fancy -Mixture Overcogts

% w
REUARE . :
ciérreR. -

o

desirable Overcoats.

Ov.er

OF EVERY KIND FOR MEN AND‘

You will find here a very large stock of handsome and
Every man. w111 fmd here an Over
~coat that will be sure to please him. Here s’ the Dressy
Overcoat in-Black or Oxford with Velvet Collars and cut’
42 inches long. Here is the very attractrve Fancy erture
~ Overcoat in a 'variety of styles of fabrics andicolonngs, all
‘very stylish and well tailored: Here is: also ‘the’ lonig: Storin
‘Coat with the large Storm Collar,. cut 52 1nches longj' We
.are offering evety one of these coats at prices that rang :
from $2 00 to- $5 00 under the market value today’

BOYS o

: can be convrnced of thelr superlor values. N

markably low prices.

Fur Coats

A good stnch of FUR COATS and all at re-
We cannot replace them
at anything like present‘pljices—'bogl‘sld_ﬁ,v Horse-
hide apd Galoway Calf, made with heavy quilted
Alinings and with large storm collars.

Prices—$25.00, $30.00, $35.00 and $40.00

bile in cold

better

weather.  They

step in and have a look,

Shc ep- lmerl Ulsters. ankle length mado of Duck
or \lolesl\m outsx(le and ‘with large fur ecollars.
An ideal coat for the man who drives an automo-

will

Prices—$15.00, $18.00, $22.00 and $25.00

| }

:Men’s"Golf Caps
Boys Golf Ga.ps
Togques for Boys or Gir]s... -
) Toques a.nd Scarfs

interest you—

and warn.

Tlow about a good Ssweater?
all kinds and colors.
Men’s Sweaters . e
Boys’ Sweaters ......,........
Children’s Sweaters ....

Sweaters

We have them—

GOLD

50¢ to $7.00
98¢ to $3.00

50¢ to $2.00 nary Kkinds. .

We have ev erythmg you can possxbly need in
way of Rubber Footwear to keep your feet dry
" We carry the very best makes and th
very best qualmes to, be founcl in the country
You will find here such makes as-

~ GOOD YEAB GI.OVE

« e

SEAI.,REDSEAI.

Calendar Week

Saturday Evenings

Store Open on Monday, Friday and

from Durham Agricultural college,
Misses Maud Mitchell from Chelsea,

ther McEnnis from Malden, Abby Me-
Niff from Cambridge, Hattie Shafter
from New Bedford, Evelyn Kimball
from Athol, Whitney Caulkins from
Boston, and others from school and
college are spending the Christmas
season with the home people.

Christmas Guests,

A tamily party of sixteen children
and grandchlldren will celebrate
Christmas at Thomag Moore’s, The
J. H. D, Whitcombs will entertain Mr,
Marshall and Miss Belle Marshall of
Stow, Mr,and Mrs. Waldo .Whitcomd
of West Acton and Mr. Stewart of
Worcester. The George Gardenr fame-|.
ily of ‘Nashua, N. H., will join the J.
H. Whitcombs in Chrlstmus testivities.
Curtis Drew and family will spend
Christmas with the J. N, Murrays
and Mrs, Osborn, Mr, and Mrs. Georgo
V. Canney will go to Arlington Helghts
{0 enjoy Christmas with their son El-
‘mer and family. Mr. and Mrs. Jeromo
Burtt of. Brooklyn, N. Y., and Miss
Laurice Flagg of Brown university an-
ncx will be with the E. A. Flaggs. Mrs.
A. W. Knowlton and son dine with
the H. F. Proctors. Mr. and Mrs. Har.
ry Ireland of Gardner, Mrs. Clayton
Hartwell and sons, Mrs, Mary F. Rob-
bins -and the Georgo Howards are to
be guests of Mra.-J. W. Ireland ‘and

ball from Simpns, Robert Hartwell

R

the Hibbard, family. Mn. Glarenco

Zdith Fletcher from Springtield, s«

Green will l)c a Chrlstm'\s guest at her
son, Guy Greens. Allan J. Hathaway
spends the holidays with his people in
Bryant’'s Pond, Mec., Mrs. Amella
Waketleld spends the week with
friends in Lexington, -Miss Mary- Mar-
shall and Mrs. Sadie Plerce will. be
Christmas guests of the Leeds mmlly
in S8haron. -~

Miss Gladys Kimbhll of Gnrdner will
join _her home people Monday: and
there will be a large gathering of the
Allan Kimball families at ‘George A,
Kimball's in Westtord. The George
H. Kimballs will dine at F. 8. Kimball’s
and the John A, Kimball familles wili
hold' a reunion at the old homestead
In the afternoon. Archie Shafter will
joln the Oscar Shafter: tamlly. Mre.

%" 8. Whitcomb and the G. M. Love-
JO)s Joln the H. A. Robbins famlly in

ters with thelr aunts, the Misses Pors
ter of West-Acton arg to be giests of
the N. H. Whitcomb's, tHé I, A. Priest

Priest's, Judge and Mrs, Hardy are to
guests of the.J. H. Hardya The Geo.

Acton. H. J. Rerulck goes to hll hom
in Rye, N. H.

The 8. B. Hubbails entortald. Mr,
Hubbard’s sons from New Yor id,
St. Louis and. their. wives, . also
Esther Dodge’ of’ Cambridge,

3randchndren at home the

familles, hold a ‘reunion- st F, 'B:|sf

W. Sanderson .families havo a large|H
rounton at Arthur Blanchard's In West)|

" %he G.1 T
V. Proutys have thelr.ch dren Hx:nd )

wolls entertaln he Har miths, Ear
Spéar welcomes a nuinber of relatives
and the P, L. Browns with the H. f.
Browns ‘enjoy. the - hospitality. of. tho
Gordon family In Newton. i
Bartlett "and daughtet. ot Greenﬂeld‘ .
are with- the A, T Klm
J. A. Klmba!

Newton, the Adams brothers and s{s-|was

h
'3 W’dl‘;r‘ i
responded: £6-hex
ball ;
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The remains of James L. Moss, who
‘ lived in Everett, were brought to town
.for burial in Falrview cemetery by
auto hearse on Tuesday: Mr. Moss
died after a long iliness, aged scventy-
gix years. At one time he owned and
occupied with his ‘family the house
- now owned by Willlam E. Green, and
later lived in Graniteville.

- - Charles Roby has returned to town
., after an absence of several months.

Miss Jennie M. Chandler's West-
ford friends regret to hear of the ac-
cident which she recently met. While
.going to attend one of the services at
the Billy Sunday tabernacle Miss
Chandler fell and badly fractured he~
right 'arm. . The accident happened
at the incline leading from Hunting-
. ton avenue to the tabernacle. She was
.removed to the Corey Hill hospital in
.Brookline for treatment, where an
X-ray examination was made lo as-

_ certain the extent of her Injury, but
- she will in all llkelihood be incapaci-
. tated for teaching for some time.

© " “The Ladles® Missionary " soctety - of
. the Congregational church ‘met with

‘Mrs. Willlam C. Roudenbush Wednes-
. day afternoon. There was a good at-
' tendance present and Miss Loker re-
viewed in an interesting way the dra-
y matic story of Ellen M, Stone.” Mrs.

.-, Y4ncoln and Miss Bunce also supple-
‘mented the program with readings.
. The_hestess, Mrs. Roudenbush, served
tea &t the close of the meeting.

The William E. Frost school is clos-
ed for the usual two-weeks' Christmas
.vacation, and the academy closed this
-week Friday for one-week’'s recess.

"‘On all sides are heard the sincerest
expressfons of sympathy for the be-
reaved Abbot family, and the wish
‘that the wide-spread sympathy of the
‘community might help ever so little
fo alleviate the Severity of the great
sorrow that has come to’ them.
. Fletcher was stich a friendly, 1tkeable
boy+ with every promise of a usetul
carcer and his untimely death just at
the _beginning of young manhood, and
. everything to_live for, is mourned by
everybody. -

The committee in charge of the fire-
men’s dance to be held on January 5
at the town hall are making careful
preparations to make it one of the
. most enjoyed social events of the win-
.ter. Poole’s orchestra will furnish theg
muslc-for the evening. -

The :Christmas rush at the local
postoffice promises to be unusually
_heavy this year, The R. F. D. car-
rier will make hils rounds Christmas,
but will have the new year holiday
> to himself.

Mrs, Alice M. Lambert has shipped
to her daughter, Miss Amelia W. Lam-
. bert, this week, 1560 yards of evergreen
woven ready for festooning. Miss
Lambert is dielitiam in*the. Ohlo Val-
ley General hospital in Wheeling, W.
..Va., and our northefn evergreen will
be most attractive to the patients in
‘the hospital, said hospital being a iarge
and finely equipped ingtitution.

The financial year of the town ex-
pires December 31, and the last meet--
mg for the year of the selectmen will
be held Thursday evening, December
28, for the payment of bills against the
town. Any who have not paid their
taxes for 1916 are also reminded that
they should be paid by December 31,
to avold appearing in the printed Hst of:
unpaid taxes in the town report.’

The heavy storm of last week Fri-
"day proved a trouble-makRer for the

branch line electrics—a lot of snow
all along thie three miles of track and
great drifts in the exposed places. In
spite of much hard work schedule time
was not resumed until Wednesday.
"Rhe R. F. D. carrier, F. H. Meyer, has
managed to cover his route ecach day
with assistance from his substitute
carriers. Mr. Meyer hopes to get back
to hisz automobile for the Christmas
rush. o

The :children’s Christmas at the
Congregational church will take place
Saturday evening and will be the
same as former years—supper for the
children, iollowed by a Christmas
tree.

Edward Fisher has sent to the J.
V. Fletcher library a mounted moose
head. This is a trophy of Mr. Fisher’s
huntsman skill while in Nova Scotia
Jast autumn.” The moose was a fine
creature of its kind and the mount-
ing is a fine sample of the taxider-
mist art. The antlers rmeasure more
than four feet across. The library
trustees have not yet decided where
to place this new ornament, which
adds one more acquisition to-the al-
ready interesting collection. of valu-
able objects at the library.

Rev. Howard A. Lincoln preached
a helptul and practical sermon from
a New Ttestament character Sunday

morning, tha subject chosen being
+Matthew, the publican.” and at the
evening service spoke on the Old
Testament character of Gideon.

The Ladies’ Ald society of the Con-
gregational church held a Christmas
sale at their vestry on Thursday af-
ternoon of last week with good re-

sults, There were sales tables for
faney articles, a Japanese table,
aprons, cte. An entertainment of
readings and music was given by
Misses Elnor Colburn Alice Wright
and Mabel Prescott. and social tea
was served during the afternoon.

The storm on last week Friday cve-
ning interferred with the success of
the high school dance given by the
junior class. There were about fifty
present and  Hibbard's archestra  of
five pleces, of lLowell, furnished ex-
o’ cellent music for the dancing. He-
freshments were served at intermise
sion. The young people about cleared
their expenses for the affair.

The funeral of the late John Fleich-
er Abbot was held from the family
residence on last week Friday mern-
ing at eleven o'clock. The services
were private, only the bercaved family
and nearest of kin being in attend-
ance. Rev. ‘Louis H. Buckshorn of
“the First Parish church was the of-
ficlating clergyman, and burial was in
the family lot in Fairview cemetery.

Tadmuck-: Club,
" fThe regular meeting of the Tad-
muck club took place Tuesday after-
noon at the vestry of the Congrega-
tional church.. The fact of its being

not affect a good attendance and good
interest. Miss Howard, the president,
~ presided, and read with pleasing ef-
. fect the stcriptural account of the Na-
‘tivity; also, the state president’s,
. Mrs. Geurney's Christmas greeting to
" the <lubs. .. .
. The Federated bazaar, which comes
" 4n November, 1917, was brought ‘he-
“Yore.the meeting and after discussion
it was thought. that this club might
co-operate with neighboring clubs In
“assisting with its work. Mrs. Gold-
amhith H. Conant reported the reci-
proeity  day of - the Alfrurian club of
. Shirley, which ghe, with Miss How-
_ard and

the busy week before Christmas daia

Three new members, Mrs. Elbert H.
Flagg, Miss Ruth Flagg and Miss May
E. Day, were admitted to the club.

The out-of-town speaker for the at-
ternoon was detained and found it im-
possible to be present, but the re-
gourceful committee in charge gave
an informal program that- was quite
worth. while and much enjoyed. A
group of Christmas carols were ‘sung’
with’ Miss Julia H. Fletcher at the
piano, *“It came upon the midnight
clear,” “While shepherds watched
their flocks by night” and “Hark! the
herald angels sing,” after which Rev.
I.. M. Buckshorn read with sympa-
thetic insight, Charles Dickens' im-
mortal Christmas carol. Miss How-
ard closed .the program with Christ-
mas thoughts from Henry Van Dyke.
A Christmmas club tea, with some
very attractive detalls, was served
with Mrs, 1. H. Buckshorn as hostess.
The club now registers 115 members.

About Town.

The Sunday school and friends of
the 'First Parish will hold their ‘Christ-
mas exerclses this weck Suturday af-
ternoon at four o'clock. There will
be plays, games, singing and Christ-
mas tree distributions.

The Farm Bureau for Middlesex
county, which is being put into gear,
is an attempt on the same lines as in
the other counties of the state to give
an intelligent lift to farming and the
farmer.
list of directors for the Farm Bureau,
two from c¢ach town in this county,
and to receive proposals for member-
ship, will hold a’ meeting at the town
hall in Concord on Saturday after-
noon, December 30, at one o'clock.
The meeting to elect directors, which
may be revised from the report of the
committee, will be held in Concord
early in January, notice of which will
appear in season in the papers.

Mrs. C. R. P. Decatur will spend
Christmas week Wwith her daughter,
Miss Luanna B. Decatur, in New Ro-
cheile, N. Y.,

The Village church fair In West
Chelmsford on Wednesday afternoon
of last week was patronized to the
extent of over $200. For a small vil-
Jage this is doing the large village act.
" Edward J. Robbins, town clerk of
Chelmsford, has announced himseif 2
constitutional candidate from this
eleventh representative district for the
constitutional convention.

The O1d ‘Oaken Bucket farm foiks
have shipped less than a carload of
apples to Salt l.ake City, and some or
less by other parties followed a day
later to the same place, -
The Loveless farm folks are beat-
ing all town winter records on eggs
with fifteen dozen a day with twop
flocks than where only fiftcen eggs a
day is the count. - .
We must remember that we have
donated ourselves a holiday on new
year's- day, and the Christmas spirit
must not get all tired out before our
newly-voted recreation arrives.

Mrs. Carlos Cushing, of Framing-
ham, is visiting her daughter, Mrs. W,
R.- Taylor, during the Christmas sea-
son, preparatory to skipping the rest
af our winter and enjoying the nons
freczing-snowy climate of Florida.
Rev. Charles E. Spaulding, .recently
appointed presiding elder of the Wor-
cester district, was a former minister
of the M. E. church in West Chelms-
ford, his wife being the daughter of
the late Mr. and Mrs<, Frank Spaulging.
He is well-known in this vicinity, be-
ing a native of lL.owell, where he was
born in 1864. The appointment was
made by Bishop Hughes,

The next meeting of  Middlesex-
North Pumona Grange will be held on
Friday, January 5, at Odd Fellows’
hall, Bridge street, l.owell. In the
morning Charles A. Wright will report
for the State Grange, and Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Haines will report recent
trips through various parts of the,
United States~. The public installation
of the officers will take place in the
afternoon. -
At the meeting in Concord on De-
cember 12 to organize a Farm Bureau,
the following officers were elected:
Nathaniel J. Bowditeh, Framingham,
pres.; E. F. Dam n, State Agricultural
college, v. p.; A. L. Safford, Reading,
sec.; H. L. Frost, Arlington, «ec. These
otficers have already taken steps to ar-
range for incorporation. The oflicers
voted to make the headquarters of the
Farm Bureau in Concord, where the
annual meetings will be held the first
Thursday in December. One of the
fmportant duties of the direetors yet to
be chosen will be the selection of the
several instructors, who will have the
direct working of the Farm Bureau,
and direct, advise and demonstration
work to farmers with a competent per-
son in charge of household economics,

Graniteville.

Little Felice Oliva_was run over by
a horse driven by Edward Daley, who
works for J. A. Healy, on last Satur-
day afternoon. The accident happen-
ed opposite the old store, about 1.30,
while the little Oliva girl was playving
in the snow with some companions.
The little girl received a glancing blow
from the horse's hoof, but no bones
were broken, and her condition 1s not
serfous, as was thought it the time of
the accident. Her nervous system,
however, 1eceived a severe shock,

James 1. Moss, a1 former resident
of this village, died at his home in
Everett early Sunday mormng, afier
a long illness, aged seventy-siX years.

He was encaged in the un business
when a resident here, but later took
up an insurance agency, with which
he was connected before his ailness,

sons, James and Ar-
thur Mosx, in Greater Boston, and a
daughter, Mrs, Charles B, Faton of
this villiage. The body wax taken over
the road on Tuesday to the Fairview
cemetery, Westford, where burial took
place,

The Christmas tree exercises in the
M. 1. church will be held on Saturday
evening. . -

W. Carroil Furbush, of the U, S,
Destroyer Tucker, has been visiting
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs, F. L.
Furbush, here for the past few days,

A daughter was born to Mr, and
Mrs. Rudolph Richard on Tuesday,
Deecember 19,

Mrs, J. A. Healy is in the Carney
hospital, Boston, where she recently
underwent an operation. The opera-
tion was a success and she is now get~
ting along as well as can he expected.

Both masses in 8t Catherine's
church last Sunday morning were
ceclebrated by Rev. Henyy 1. Scott,
who gave interesting sermons. At
three o'clock in the afternoon a large
delegation of men assembled In the
chureh for the purpose¢ of reorganiz-
ing the Holy Name goclety, The meet-
ing was addressed by the pastor, Rev.
Charics P. Heaney, whose instructive
talk held the cloze attention of all
present. Over fifty men signified their
willingness of becoming members ard
joined with the older members in re-
newing their pledge in the Holy Name
soclety. Mr. Heaney was -greatly
pleased with .the showing made and

He leaves two

The committee to report a|f
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attend the union meeting of the Holy
Name soclety to be held in the Im-
maculate Conception church, lLowell,
on Sunday, January 14. At the con-
clusion of the meeting Sunday bene-
diction of the blessed sacrament.was
given by the pastor. The next regular
meeting will be held on the -sccond
Sunday in- January, after the first
mass. ,

SHIRLEY _

News Items,

The C. E. soclety of the Congregi-
tional church have elected these of-
ficers and committees for the ensuing
year: Lceonard Hooper, pres.; Lester
James, v. p.; Cora James, rec. and
cor, sec.; Miss Mary A. Park, treas;
Miss Sarah Stevenson, planist; com-
mittees—Mrs. McCoy, Mrs. Holbrook,
Mr. McClellan, Raymond Harris, Ken-
neth Longley, lookout; Nina Holbrook,
J.eona Lee, Bessie Dadman, Mrs.
Phelps, Mrs. Wright, prayer meeting:
Mrs., Collyer, Ruth Knowles, Flora
Shepard, Gladys Annis, Harry Annis,
social; Miss ‘Altie Howe, Mrs. E. H. Co-
nant, Mrs, James, Mrs. Miner, Mrs.
Pomfret, Mrs. Marshall, missionary;
Miss Gladys Phelps, Lester and Cora
James, Sarah _ Stevenson, Chester
Hooper, music: Misses Park, Grace
Tewksbury, Kathleen Miner, Myrtle
Cole, Ruth Hoopcer, Ruth  XNelson,
Howard Knowles, James Doherty,
flower: George Hooper, John Grout,
Walter Dadman, ushers, '
* Elmer H. Allen is one of the dele-
gates of the American Manufacturer's
Export association of New ' York city
to the Forelgn Trade Council to be
held in Pittsburgh, Pa., January 25 to
January 27. Mr. Allen will also serve
on a special committee for the ar-
rangement of topics of the most bene-
fit for the smaller manufacturers to be
considered by the council.
Community Christmas trec exercises
will be held in Depot.square on Sun-
day evening at seven o'clock,

Rev. Douglas H, Corley will com-
mence his pastorate at the Congre-
gational church on Sunday. His sub-
ject will be “The babe of Bethlehem.”
There will be no moving plcture
show Christmas night. " There will be
two first-class shows in Ayer at three
and eight o’clock on the holiday.

The telephone number of the Shirley
Cash Market has been changed to
private line 4. ~ )

Mrs. Authier, with daughter Helen,
spent the week-end with relatives in
Webster. .
© George CColburn, of Somerville, spent
the week-end and Sunday with his
aunt, Mrs. Viola Hodgman.,

Mr. and Mrs. John G. Canant left
the last of this week for Florida, for
a sight-seeing trip of one month. En-
route they will spend the Christmas
holidays with their daughter and fam-
ily, Mr. and Mrs Walter M. Manning,
at Upper Montelair, N. J.-

Miss Celia Authier. of Webster, was
a guest thiz week of her uncle, Mr.
and Mrs. Authier, at the Brookside.
Kenneth Horton is at home for the
Christmas holldays. CE
Miss Helena Emerson isx ill at her
home on Lancaster road.

Ruth Whitaker, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas E. Whitaker, reached her
seventh birthday last Saturday, and in
honor of the occasion a party was giv-
in her honor, -which lasted from 5.30
to 8.30. About thirty children were
present. All kinds of games were play-
ed and delicious refreshments were
served.  Ruth received many dainty
and useful gifts, Those present were
Alice and, Myrde (‘ole, Moody and
Milly Parker, Harriet and Virginia
Wheeler. Ernest White, Richard Lilly,
Ruth Malonson, Oma Wolff, Dolly and
Doris Knowles, Vivian Wheeler, I2d-
ward and Marjorie \Wheeler, Anna
and Barry Fisette, Thomas and Wil-
liam baly, Irene Gay, Freddie Rivers,
Frank Day. Kenneth Clark, Alice Me-
Devitt, Barbara Chisholm. ’

J. C. Ayer lodge. A. O, 7. W will

hold its regular meeting on Tuesday
evening. The regular meeting falls on,
Maonday, but owing to Christmas, the
meeting was postponed until the next
day.
Reginald MeDonald, of the Univer-
sity of Maine, arrived at the home of
his mother, Mrs. . H., Authier, of the
Brookside, for the holiday vacation.

There will he no dancing c¢liass sexs-
sions held by Mrs, White in Odd Fel-
lows' hall this Saturday, owing o the
holidays. .

Brotherhood Meceting.

. The Bretherhood of the Congrega-
tinnal church held its regular monthly
meeting on Tuesday evening in the
church vestry. Supper was served -at
seven o'clock under the direction of
Frank E. Park, O. W. Balcom, Ralph
S. Wheeler, Lewis W. Parsons and J.
Albert Dearden. The ladies ‘who as-
sisted in the kitchen were Mrs, Mary
C. Park and the Misses Annic and
Martha Hunter., Following the supper
a business session was held, the presi-
dent, Frederick H. FFowter, presiding.
The report of the treasurer, FHugene
N. l.awrence, was read and accepted,
Two new members were also admitted
to the Brotherhood. At eight o'clock
the meeting was openecd to the public,
when Rev. W, 6. Puddefoot, field mis-
sionary of the Congregational Home
Misdionary society, the gzuest and
speaker of the evening, zave a hu-
morous and unique address on the sub-
ject, “Why I am an optimist,” which
rexutlted in everyone present going to
their homes in a decidedly happy
ﬁrumo uf mind. A rising  vote of
thanks, was given Mr. Puddefoot for
his address.  The next meeting will
be held on January %, when a speaker
from Boxton will addrexs the Brother-
Hood on *“The tnconie tax law.”

Tells Officers He Will Escape,

When Harry O, Jones, 16, was heing
taken to the Concord Reformatory on
Tuesday afternoon he told Inspectors
Dorsey and Haggerty of Boston head-
quarters that he would® foon escape
from the penal institution and that he
would not be caught again, as he
would cover up his tracks successfully.

The officers werce half inclined to be-
lieve his story, for the boy has escaped
twice from the clutches of the law,

Jones was sentenced to the school
for boys at Shirley for stealing from
apartment houses In the Back Bay,
Boston, several weeks ago. Ho es-
caped and was captured and sent back
to the school several days ago.

On the train, while it was between
stations, he crawled through a window
to the roof of the car. As it was im-
possilbe for the guard to  crawi
through the window, the slgnal was
given &o stop the traln and Jones
jumped. He landed in the roadbed,
U ziving his ankle a twist, but when the
guard and employces of the road ran
back he had disappeared.

He was caught Tuesday and taken
to the Juvenile court, where the Shir-
Hey sentence was revoked and the sen-
tence to the feformatory imposed.

Center,
Mrs. Lodena C. (Ames) Roper,

attended

Wednesday night. Death was caused
by pneumohla.-She was the daughter
of Thomas and- Sally Ames, and was
born on September 3. 1848, in Ox-
ford, N. H. Her home had been in
f.unenburg for over thirty years past,
and she was @ member of Lunenburg
Grange. Besldes: her husband, she
leaves ‘two sons, Herbert (. Roper, of
t.unenburg, ' and George Roper, of
Fitchburg, and three daughters, Mrs.
carl A, Thompson and Mrs, Henjamin
1. Merrll}, of Lunenburg, and Mrx,
Alite Chapman, of Iftchburg.

Miss Vera Bradford, who s tcach-
ing in Bath, Me., arrived home on last
week Friday night for the Christmas
vacation, - .

_ Arthur R, Holden has taken a posi-
tion in West Groton and i~ boarding
there. )

Mrs. Janette Hewes, who has been
{11 with pneumonia, 1s reported to be
gaining. | .
The next mecting of the Girls' Sew-
fng Guild will be held with Miss Edith
Longley on Saturday afternoon, De-
cember 30. .

The meeting of the Matrons' Ald
society was not held last week on
account of the storms. The next meet-
ing will not be held untll after Christ-
mas,

Rev. Grover Harrison will conduct
the seryices at Trinity chapei through-
out'the month, regardless of the vaca-
tion at.Groton School. Service at 3.15
in the afternoon, with Sunday school
immediately following. The chapel
Christmas tree, which was to be held
last. Saturday evening, .wax postponed
until Monday evening on account of
the ¢now.

Allirnce.

A well attended mceeting of the Al.
liance was held at thé home of Mrs.
Emma 8. Horton on Thursday after-
noon of last week.. The Alliance pres-
ident,. Mrs. Lucy J. Merriman, - presid-
ed and opened the meeting with the
customary exercixes. L.etters were
read thanking tihe Alllance for
Thanksgiving donations and remem-
brances. A sum of money was voted
to the fund for the Clinton. hospital,
now being raised by the Shirley Hos-
pital Board. Money was also voted
for janitor service and coal for the
First Parish church. Reports of the
resuit of the -yellow and white con-
test were given by the respective cap-
tains, Mrs. Allen ard Mrs Farns-
worth, showing that a substantial sum
of money has been ra.sed by the con-
test. The white side of the contest
was defeated, two to one, and will
have to furnish a treat to the winning
side, .

“Alre. L. . Falrehild, of Ayer, then
favored the company with appropri-
ate ' readings, and the meeting ad-
journed for four week:. During the
cacial hour which followed, the host-
ess served refregshments, assisted by
her daughter Alice and members of
the Alliance. The place of the next
meeting will be anusouiced.

BROOKLINE, N. H.

News Items.

Mrs, Hiram Stearas recently motor-
ed here from her rome in New Bos-
wn and spent sevesal lays with her
sister, Mrs, Harry Wilkins, whose in-
fant son has been very ill, but is now’
showing signs of inprovement. .
Harry (ampbell, accompanied by
little Miss Alice Foxler, of Connecti-
cut. who s for the jresent making her
home with Mr. Canpbell, took a @ip
to Boston last weel Thursday.

Mrs., Clara Russed, Mrs, Edna Hall,
Mrs. Jennie Goss nncf‘ Mrs, Elva Corey
the Kite Grange in Mun-
chester last weel,

Walter Cory vas called to Concord
last week 1o sere on the petite jury.
Mrs, William ‘hattuck, who is con-
fined to St. Joseh's hospital in Nash-
ua, foilowing d serious operation, is
reported as resing as comforiable as
-cun be expected

Miss Mary Ragan is in Fitchburg
for a. couple of veeks, assisting at the
home of Mr. anc Mrs, Morton Klein.

Mrs, Grace Cmpbell went to Bos-
ton lart week Jonday to meet Alice
Fowler, of Conncticut, who is at pres-
ent making hr home with Mrs,
Campbell.

A cow belongng to Clarence Rus-
sell recently gav birth to a calf which
is all snow-whi2, with the exception
of one small ¥p¢ near the tail and on
the cars.

The hunter< had better luck last
week than the previous week, and
some of those sho are now indulging
in venison are Freeman Wright and
son Richard, )Jscar Eliot, George
Rockwood, Frak Austin, Robert Tay-
Ior and Rubin leesy.

Rev. ThomasE. Cramer, of Man-
chester,  distric sgperimpndent of
(‘ongregational hurches, preached the
sermon here omdast Sunday. On last
Saturday evenirr a quarterly confer-
ence was held t the home of Miss
Josephine Seave

Mrs, Sherwno, of Pepperell, was in
town last week ‘hursday, visiting her
sister, Mrs. Arthr Brown, who is con.
fined to her becwith a severe iliness,
Mrs. Minnie Ho ambe ix the attending
nurse,

Mrs, Josie byer, of Newport, is
spending the vnter with her sister,
Mrs. Lizzic Heyr,

George Nye spent Thursday and
Friday of last wek at the home of his
son, krnest Ny of Sandown.

John Whitco b was a
Joston on Deceher. 14,

Owing to the verity of the weath-
er the cvening ¢ December 12, there
war a scant attedance at the hrist.

visitor in

mas sale and atertainment of the
Ladies' Ald of the Congregational
church. The reangs by Mrs. Blanche
Colter, of Marhester, wcere very

pieasing and ¢ntetaining, as were the
piano and cornc selections by Miss
Grace Whitcomtand Harland Whit-
comb.

The members ¢ Brookline Grange
are good patror but poor walkers,
when the roads .re slippery, and so
the meeting on -he evening of De-
cember 13 wax mtvery well attend-
ed. The programansisted of a plano
solo, Mabel Porteriessay, written by
Mrs. Clara Russell and in her ab-
sence was read by Fanche Hall; read.
ings, George Cadyand -Mrs. Hattie
Plerce; farce, "All}xnenscs." Grover
Farwell. and Fonce Hall The
Grange will have itennual Christmas

and will be confind to the members
of thelir families oly.

Mrs. Blanche Hajand Mrs. George
Rockwood were visors in Nashua on

Monday.

. —d
CONSTIPATION CASES DAD SKIN

A dull and pimplskin s due to a
sluggish bowel movaent. Correct this
donditlion and clealyour complexion
with Dr. King's Ne Life Pllls. - This
mild laxative mkenz, bedtime will as-
sure you a full, frecjon-griplng move-
ment in the morningDrive out the dull,
listless feeling resting from "over-

outlined plans for the full member-

Miss Mabel Drew, recently at-
tended. . R

ship from St. Catherine’s church to

wife of Herbert 8. Roper, passed away
at her home on Burrage street, ‘just

’
:

loaded intestines andluggish liver. Get
a bottle today. At ¢ Druggists, 25c,

'
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over.the line in Lunenburg, last week |-

tree on the eveninfof December 27,

{ Guich dismissed her pu-
- pils with a smiling face.
Behind the smiles lurked
unshed tears, . When ' the
last youngster had van-
ished down the snow-cov-
ered trall, Bernice leaned
her head agalinst the win-
dow frame and the hot,
rebelllous . tears flooded
her soft gray eyes.

How she hated this far
western country, with its
crude ways, its dowdily
dressed “women, its unpol-
fshed men, and, above all, its loneli-
ness! It was all so different from
New England—and yet she fled from
Massachusetts to hide a heartache.

“There is something wrong  with
me,” she sighed at last.” “It can’t be
the country or the people—they are
kind and generous—it’s the way I feell
How can I cure the ache and the
homesickness for things that may nev-
.er be?”

No answer came to her out of the
swiftly falling winter twilight. .

Perhaps the knowledge that a wed-
ding was taking place in Boston at
that very hour.confused her reasoning
powers. The man had ceased to love
her and she had offered him his free-
dom and he had accepted it, and so,
being without near relatives, Bernlce
had found a position out here in Mon-
tana. This was her first Christmas in
Rocky Gulch. L

After awhile she locked the school-
house door, and with the children’s
Christmas offerings in her luaoch bas-
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“Merry Christmas!®” All Three Said in

Unison.

ket, the lonely little schoolma’am set
off down the trail toward the Tucker
place, where she boarded.

It was snowing hard now and the
trail was rapidly disappearing under«
the white blanket. In the deepening
gloom dark shapes appeared, approach,
ing and receding, but they proved to
be the pine trees fringing the steeyp
slopes.

Far below, the lights of the town
gleamed through the darkness and
then vanished, and Bernice, plunging
out of the path to avoid a deep drift,
took a wrong turning and soon ac
knowledged to herself with a fright
ened sob that she was lost on the
mountain in a raging blizzard.

Hours, afterward, she sank exhaust
ed at the Yoot of a pine tree and drop
ped her head on her outstretchec
arms,

“I will rest for a few minutes,” she
murmureg drowslly.

* * ] ] L] L] *

Down in the town Mrs. Tucke:
wuitedﬁuppe; that Christmas eve un:
til nine o'clock. Then little Willle
Tucker sleepily announced that Mrs
Halliday had Invited teacher to spend
the night and eat Christmas dinner at
the Halliday ranch. Chiding Willfe for
his tardy Information, Mrs. Tucke:
hastened to the telephone and called
the Halllday ranch; but the wires were
all down, and so the anxious little
woman decided that the teacher had
been unable to send word about her
‘change of Christmas plans, and went
.about the trimming of the Tucker
Christmas tree with renewed activity.
. * O . . . * *

Bernice opened her eyes in the liv-
fng room of a warm log cabin. QGay
Navajo blankets hung from the walls
and covered the broad couch on iwhich
she reclined before a blazing fite of
‘hickory logs. - . .
- Two men were bending over the fire;

one was stirring something in a brlght,

‘tin  saucepan, something hot and
steaming which he poured Into & tum-
bler and brought to her bedside. -

© “Hellol" he smlled, “Awake are you§

Drink this.mess and tell us how it all
happened.”

Bernice smiled back into a hronzed
face that inspired instant confidence.
Hg'was young, with very blue eyes und
very brown hair.

Bernice obediently drank the steam-
ing mixture and snuggled down in the
blankets and went to sleep. .

“I wonder who she s, Jim," sald the
last comer. R . .

“She came to us out of the storm—
-a little snowbird,” murmured Jim But-
ler. . .

Billy Smith smiled shrewdly..

“Little Snowbird wiil be missed. on
Christmas eve,’”” he sald, ‘“Some one
is probably looking for her now, so
don't set your heart on her, Jim.”

Jim laughed softly.

“Oh, get out, you old fdlot!” he
‘grinned. “Can’t a chap sentimental-
fze a .bit on Christmas eve without
your getting silly? I was thinking it
will be a sorry Christmas for thlis little
girl, and this blizzard looks good for
all-day tomorrow !’

“Sure thing—so I'm going out to cut
a Christmas' tree for her,” said Billy
struggling into his heavy coat. .

“You're an angel,” laughed Jim, get-
ting out an ax. .

He' had never seen Bernice Avery
before the moment when he had stum-
bled over her snow-covered form. He
had carried her to the cabin three
miles up the mountain and given Billy
Smith the surprise of his adventurous
life.

James Butler was a fimber expert in
the employ of the government and
Billly was his right-hand man. |

Suddenly the door opened and Bllly
staggered in, powdered with white-
ness, carrying a small, symmetrical
hemlock tree. Co

“Our Christmas tree for the kid,”
he said solemnly.

“Good,” chuckled Jim, and they set
to work.

It was Christmas morning when
Bernice awoke again, Dimly she re-
membered the events of the night and
when full realization came upon her
she sat up in bed and looked around.

“Dear me, how horrid I feel!” she
yawned sleepily, and at that instant
she saw the Christmas tree and her
eyes popped wide open.

The little tree stood on a table ncar
the fire, propped with heavy stones.
Strings of popcorn festooned it and
there were puzzling tinseled orna-
ments—nuts covered with tinfoil. There
were 8 Mexican quirt, a pair of gayly
‘beaded Indian moccasins, a roll of
Navajo blankets and some apples and
oranges. .

“I wonder whose Christmas tree this
is,” marveled Bernlce.

The sun was streaming through the
windows when Jim and Blilly knocked
at the door dnd entered In response to
her call.

They had arrayed themselves in
their best garments and they glanced
expectantly from the girl’s shyly smil-
ing face to the gay little tree.

“Merry Christmas!” all three said
‘in unison, and then laughed in gay
friendliness.

~ “It looks so Christmasy in here,”
sald Bernice: .“I'm afraid I've stum-
bled upon somebody’s Christmas tree.”

Jim laughed. “Oh, that’s your tree!”

“Mine?” she stammered.

“Yes—it was Bllly's. idea—your be-
ing away from home and everything.
These are just trifles we had around
the house. Please don’t cry!” he pro-
tested as tears filled the lovely eyes of
his guest.

“But you don't know how beautiful
it Is,” she sobbed. “I was hating
Christmas this year—I was g0 lone-
some—and everything!”

She told them how she had disiiked
the West, not dreaming it could hold
such kindness, and {n return both men
became very gruff indeed dnd Billy
sternly insisted upon her coming out
and eating her breakfast of cornhread,
bacon and coffee. Jim said nothing,
but his eyes were eloquent.

It was late afternoon when the
storm ceased so that they could put on
snowshoes and set out down the trail
toward the Gulch, Bernfce hugging her
‘precious gifts close to her heart.

“It's the happlest Christmas I ever
had,” she told Jim, with eyes all
ashine, : ' .

“And you don't hate the West and
its people?” he smiled.

'No, indeed!”

“Then--perhaps—you will like i
well enough te stay here always!” he
;blurted, and then in a panic of bash-
itulness he dashed away from the
,Tucker’s front gate, leaving Billy sole
.witness to Bernice's blushes and tell-
itale eyes.

i “We'll have another Christmas tree
next year—we three—and it won't be
any accident: either,” predicted . the
guide shrewdly. S .

| Billy’s prophecy was fuifilled, and
:Bernice’s happy Christmas was follow-
ed by many more in the country which

ghe learnéd to love because Love had|

really sought and found her there.
\ (Copyright.), .

“Blood will tell.”. - Blotches and - .
blemishes, like murder, will T
out, uriless the blood™ is kept
pure. Itspurityisrestoredand
- protected by the faithful use of -
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Largest Sala of Any Mediclio in the World,
Sold everywhere. Inboxes, 10c,, 25¢,
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Happy New Year
still have time’
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at, the

AYER VARIETY STORE - |

- Open Christmas Morning

thosc delayed presents

Telephone Connection

NOTICE.

The Annual Meeting of -‘the Share-
holders of the First Natfonal Bank of ’ .
Ayer, wiil be held at the Banking
Rooms, in Ayer,” Mass., on Monday,
January 8, 1917, at onc o'clock P, M.,
for the purpose of acting upon the
following husiness:

To choose a Board of Directors to
serve for the ensuing year, and 1o’
transact any other businegs that may
come before the meeting. | '

CHARLES A. NORMAND,
4t14 Cashier.

Ayer, Mass.,, December 8, 1916,

Plano Tuning

TUNING AND REPAIRING - -
PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO - .

J. F. Chaffin Co.
Tel. 131 Fitchburg, Mass.

Pianos, Piano Players, Victrolas and a
Full-Line of Records, Music and
Musteal Instruments

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHU-
SIETTS. Middlesex, 83, Probate Court.
To the helrs-at-law, next of Kin,
ereditors, and all other persons inter-

ested {n the estate df JUDSON J.
WILLOUGHBY Jate of Pepnerell, in
said County, deceased, intestate.

Whereas a petition has been pre-
sented to satd Court to-grant a letter
of administration on the estate of said
deceased to RAY A, WILILOUGHBY of
Pepperell in the County of Middlesex,
without giving a surety on his bond.

You are hereby cited to appear at a
Probate Court to be held at Cambridge,
in said County of Middlesex, on the
second day of January A. D, 1817, at
nine o°ciock In the forenoon, to show
cauge if any you have, why the same
should not be granted.

And the petitioner is hereby directed
to give public notice thereof, by pub-
lishingz this cltation once in each week,
for three successive weeks, In Turner’'s
Public Spirit, a newspaper published
in Ayer, the last publication to be one
day. at least, before sald Court. :

Witness, Charles J. Mclntire, Esquire,
First Judge of said Court. this seventh
day of December in the year one thou-
sand nine hundred and sixteen.

3tl4 . F. M, ESTY, Reglster.
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N o MRS . .o -0f . BATURDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1916 ‘ o
ST ) TOWNSEND- Miss Martha Jones, of Maioni, N. H., |. - : R O Nt
1 L » o . where she will-spend the winter, . : o
comer, < - ,, . P Albert
‘ . ;- Mixs Helen Whitcomb, a student| J4ward Morey, of Worcester, Is a|° - J nnce e N ves
<) 1: from Northfield, is spending her vaca- faest ‘of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mac. : : : . : - PRSI - i
- q o tion- with “her parents, Mr. and Mrs. [ “¢2%: — . ) 8 mo er s ‘ 8 u c
. . George Whitcomb, LUNENBURG" S - c
) . The little daughter recently born to . . s - o ww E. P -
. 5 l.'\Ir. and.Mrs, Robert R. Copeland has| yows Ttems. j . : e lg t . ecause :
! '°%’l‘l:"{’l’l"°‘gn‘l‘l“$ ‘i‘;i’:'“:‘:éuma Pat| 0%, Ldonel A. Whiston, of Wiscon- Ty e T
. : . . The Mry, J 2 1sin, cecupied theé pulpit In the Congre- - T ‘ . 9
. . freyman nged elghty years, wife of|yutional chureh lust Sunday morning a ! . - its flavor is so different-and so
- L o~ John Palfreyman of this -town, . who | gnqg in the evening conducted thel- > V lampan ‘ 4 d 3 o'od,- L T
S | P ' i-“‘:‘-z’:lm}’:l\r‘:‘cﬁnl:x‘mthle‘nhc%’sgrzt vtv":; :g{‘d' f'ou"g people's meeting, He was most | - - M P S . ebghtﬁ"uy 8 4 oL
. : - n, I : avorably . . . . N . . » - : ‘ g * . -
- - on Monday afiernoon at two o'clock cvorvhods appearing donimeagriices - T e e & —it can’t bite your tongue; -
Vv + " In the Congregational church, Rev. A. | piy cloguence. He cime highly - - - Ca . H J f N .
i M uinesresmional o Db lodquence. He cume highly rec- , ’.‘;:‘{;,?{, , ~—it can’t parch your throat; - LT
: The body of Frank H. Wright, aged | burcau of pastoral supplies, and the v, " LN you can smoke it as long and |
J‘ forty-one, who passed away a'l the | general opinfon Is that he merited : B oot '13 N . — b g s k?lta', - A
B l("un:o’x;n hos{»ltal of dm‘bercul}oslu, rvus gvcry wo:;d i(;r the fine encomiums he |- . o . T R ‘as hard as you like without any' - .-
» Ie rought to town and funeral services| has recetved. He {8 expected to : . o, . . . L l L
S weére hcldxtrom his sister’s home,.Mrs. | preach here agaln on the first Sunday : mmm Out ~.\l ’ e?meb’ack but IEIII tObacco
Allce Bowley, at 10.30 o’clock Monday.|In January, when 4t Is hoped that he : ; ' piness! .o e T
) Dr. Charlton officiated,  Mr, Wright | will be greeted by even a lurger audle mmm s SIS S el
»\l':m :l\ nmlvg of Townsend, t]he son of | ence than on last Sunday, . - -On the reverse side of every Prince
the late Charles A, and Loulsa J.| There will be n Christmas concert e . o ' ' s o
R | T Wright. He s survived by three s18° | in the Congresational shemey GO CH _ . B Albert package you will read: - - .
T -1 v ters, Mrs, Allce Bowley and Mrs. Wal-| quy evening by the Sunday school, und | * " PROCESS PATENTED
‘ ‘ it Whealers ataa, by e e thars: fon Monday evening there will be held JULY 30T, 1007 - -
ars ers [ FOLDEES, | thé annual festival, Christmasx tree and ’ . : : 1 rou a I 'CO ‘ene
Charles and Roy Wright, of this town, social hour. The Methodist Sunda A vy g . N ach ‘ That means to, you & Jot of tobacco &n-
; : . ¢ y 4, OST things Deaco k ‘a8 ner had they rea 1 o . :
- b g and William A"] 2t Athol. and Joseph | uchool held“their Christmas festival on ? 4{ " the cun,l;z and \:'llt;w egt r nN: s\g(l’lere the ro:tc bihcd J:lfus Joyment. . Prince Albert has.always been
e L . V.. of Springtield. Friday evening. There was a concert, | }f- : ¢y cume, great | round,. cgan, 2

calmness of spirit, for he | Deacon realized the inexperience of
was an even-tempered old | the new man. Why, he was actually
horse, whose disposition a | golng to drive right pust the Powers’
dozen years, filled with| place, and the Powers almost always
the -usual allotment of [had mall of some kind, even if it
equine  adversity, had ; wasn't more than a poultry magazine
thoroughly seasoned. Yet]or a seéd catalogue, ' After. one or
now he was pawing and | two such mistakes Deacon took charge
stamping as {mpatiently asiof things. bimself. From house to
any four-year-old. At.In-| house he went, ‘stopping wherever he
 tervals he would stretch ! had been In- the habit of calling, walt- .
his neck, thrust forward |ing until the new carrler found who . 3 7 p

his old white nose, and in- ! llved there and had looked through let- m goodness a'nd

R & - At the annual meeting of the Squan- | beginning  at seven o'clock, uafter
1 . nicook Patrol, I3oy Scouts, held at the | which supper was served to the mem-
Methodist parsonage on last Saturday | bers of the church and school, follow-
the following - oflicers werc clected: [ ed by the distribution of gifts from
Qxll:er}: ;.l'owlund, pa).btml leader; Ralphjthe Christmas tree, )
Marshall, asst.; Urbin Palmer, treas,; 3 ay. . , { 3
Sherrin Stearns, seribe. The tollowing ‘h;_.,“:;ﬂ:?)n"zﬁ n’l;\rx:. :‘;?:i,},‘g,.:g:f;c?uﬁf
scouts have passed thekr tests as first. ning down to 10 above, and In one or
class scouts, Ernest Dow, Albert Cow-|wo places as low as 8
. land, Ralph Marshall and Ralph Wil- The h PR - '
- . -~ son; and second-class, Marshall’ Hig- ¢ heavy fall of snow last week
e T whi and the high winds of Saturday neces-
gins, Urbin Palmer, l.ou Crouch and|®" . o) .
Frnest Rawkin. The patrol is dolng ”;‘l‘“‘, ”ihe. ¢ enrlnf, of the roads and
somne very practical work this winter :;(o“a S In o'rdel to clear the track
as well as having good times. or people who desired to uattend
church.  One of the town rollers of
3T early days was pressed into service and

sold without coupons or premiums, We - -
i prefer to give-quality!- .- sl

- - .

- the national joy smoke

\ YOU’LL find & cheery howdy-do on tap no @&

; mattor how much of a stranger you are in

neck of the woods you drop info. For, Prince
Albort is right thero — at.the first p.

- pass that sells ! T}

West.
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The l.adies’ Study club met Mon-
day evening at the reading-room and
a-very interesting meeting- was enjoy-
ed, the viee president, Mrs. Oscar
f.overing, prexiding. Mrs, Fred A.
Patch road an interesting articles on
“Automatic telephone devices™; a ' new
Look about Columbus, Mrs. 8. J. Lecs;
death of Prof. Hugo Munsterburg in
Cambridge, Miss Alice Seaver; pri:on
and reform work, Mrs, Alexancer
Reed. Miss Alice Seaver then gave a
teview of “The fruit of the tree,” by
Edith Wharton. The next meeting
will be held ag the home of Miss FEmma
Adams on Monday evening, January
8, and there will'be a musical program

- in charge of Miss Adamx and Mrs, L
', Sherwin.,

& Leroy Shapleigh has been visiting
at the home of his grandmother, Mrs.
Mary Foster, for a few days, returning
to his home in Somerville on Monday.

Mr«, Lucy Thompson has returned
Jgrom a visit to California, and is at

. present stopping with Mr. and Mrs.
Perry W. Sawtelle.

- Henry B. Hathaway spent Sunday in

Boston, where his wife is undergoing

treatment at the hospital,

one private plow of A-shape was used
for clearing sidewalks, Some localities
were snowbound and did not get the
roads opened until Tuesday morning.

All the grade schools in town closed
on last- week Friday. for the customary
Christmas vacation. Carols were sung
by the’ seventh and elghth grades in
the Center school, and lower grades
united in  Miss Goodrich’s room,
where a Christmas tree and the dis-
tribution of gifts delighted the small

schools united in  Mrs. Bickford's
room, -where a very pleasing program
was  presented, cdnsisting of carols,
recitations,  declamations, dialogues,
ete,, nicely rendered by euch one tak-
fng part. T

At the business meeting of the Meth-
odist’ Sunday school the following of-
ficers were elected for -the ensuing
year: l.ewis I.. Harrington, supt., in
place of Carroli: H. Magoon, who de-
clined re-election; Carl R. Harrington,
sec.; Miss Blanche Whitcomb, treas.:
Mrs, Herbert C. Eaton and Miss Annle
Cameron, suptss junior dept.: Mrs,
James L. Harrington, supt. home
depl.: Mrs. George H. Whitcomb, supt,
cradle roll; Miss Blanche Whitcomb,
organist: Miss Gladys Sanderson, i

people. At the West school. the two-

- dulge in a . complaining
whinny, There was reason for Den-

‘con's restlessness. More than an hour

ago he should have been on the move,
but here he was still waiting in the
post office shed, and never a sign or
word from his driver. Deacon, you
understand, pulled Uncle Sam's mail

over Rural Free Delivery Route No. 2,

Havertown P. O. He had pulled it for
three years, and he was fairly well
versed {n the business. At any rate,
he knew that it was past his starting
time. 'Long before. had the sway-
back sorrel on Route No. 1 taken the
road. The pert little bay mare on No.
3 had followed g few minutes later.
Yet here was Deacon, with the heavi-
est and lorigest route of them all, still
standing idly in the shed.

Inside, in the Havertown post oftice,
were a number of men whose frame of
mind as worse than Deacon’s: One

ters and parcels to-see if he had any-
thing for them. ) . .
All the forenoon and all the after-
noon this went on, but when the red
sun went down in thefrosty west there

‘stil remained half & hundred letters |-
and more than a peck of packages to |

be delivered. The new man was hun-
gry and tired, but he was no quitter.
So he begged some hay and oats for
Deacon, borrowed a lantern, and to-
gether they started to finish the route.
As for Deacon, -his old knees were
stiffer thun ever, his shoulder muscles
ached; his flanks heaved like a palr of
blacksmlth'sA bellows, but he plunged
oo, never skipplng a single house,
never hesitating at a roundabout half-
mile, doing his. whole duty quite as
thoroughly as if there had been some-
one behind to urge him on instead of
a cold-numbed clerk, who had no
Tonger even touched the reins. At last
only one letter was left, a thick, builky
éne in'a blue swaterproof envelope,
bearing a foreign postmark., “Josiah

in pipe-satisfaction
is all we or its enthusi-
astic friends

bag solls for a nickel and the
Hnfora dlma;nrgon ;h-n’n the
' and hall-pound tin -
mide; pound .

ever claimed

It answers every smoke desire you =
or any other man ever had! It is so
cool and fragrant and appealing to your
smokeappetite that you will get chummy with
it in a mighty short time!. - =~ -
Thia ls the reverse sids of ‘the

Will you invest 5¢ or 10c to prove out our say- Thie 1o the revarse ids of e _
' : “Pateated Process” memago- |

orttulhi
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so on the national joy smoke? B Putmied Procemimomae
' : ) N » “Inmakiog Prince Albeit 9o much -
‘R.J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO., Winston-Salem, N. N

y - Alden  Sherwin and family are gy
2 , Y rarfan; Miss M e Martin, asst. Mrs,
spending o few weeks with Mrs. Sher- ,,)\lg:e:ln \:5:‘: ‘\'EQKGL;‘“? ‘l‘_i“ “.r[lf:’_
win's parents in Quincy. comb and Mrs. Arthur W. Adams were
Miss Dorothy Peters, daughter of|chosen a committee to revise the M

“Wonder if the old horse knows where

o, - mtred e | |opaonl 1912 | 1913 | ;'19,14'.' '19"15' ] "‘i,lf915-"5.wf"’~s

he lives?”’ : - . -,
Mrs. Hurry Hobart, has gone to the!hrary, to issue a catalogue, and to cen- i . 90 - - -
home of her grandmother, near Keene, | courage the circulation of the  bhest Evidently Deacon dld, for he was : -
" N. H.. Zor the winter. . books i the library. plowing through a big drift, heading . 80
Mr..and Mrs. Fred G. sSmith have| . pBagketball on Tuesday evening was straight out on thq Boston road into ‘ | N
closed lhcir]home\_ful' lge I'TGSC‘Q} u;}d postponed on account of the prepara- the darkness. Far ahead, on the top 70 , L. -
nave moved "to New oston, N, - jtions for the community Christmas o . -
where Mr. Smith i3 employved. tree and exercises, held on Wednesday f 1 long hill, the clerk could see the : .
Mrs, Clarence Elliott, who has heen | evenini, lights of a big house. There were ng : 60 1.
very {1l with pneumonia, is reported to . other lights between, Miles behind he - §. T
be much improved.. Deaths, ‘ could make out the-glow of the city. 50 ) ’ ' =
| . The regular fortnightly, meeting of ”‘f;;lgrflﬂs_'wl {;’I('("l"-“““f o-“"-h‘“"}:’ i\h;s- The clerk wished he could be back —
i 2 Ladies' Literary and Soelal circle rrh 8. "Roper were shocked to i ¢
N "'31:5 lhtf{':{'s‘,“l ilif_:llx;i.eék‘ (.‘r;‘,]u\v after- | learit of the death of Mrs: Riper at there, where one could be warm ngyn!n
! Hoon s . . "Harriet | ber home i Lunenburg on Wednesday and get something hot to eat. With
4 itoon at the home of Mrs. Harriet
i

Stickney, and- in spite of the driving
~tuowsterm there was a good attend-
inee. The topic of the afternoon was

tinns stories, the members pres-
DvIng various interesung stories.
eshments and a2 social followed,
The topie of the next meeting will be
new year’s stories, the pliace to be an-
oneed  ater,

The public schoujs closed for the
Chirtstinas vacation Thursday morning,
antd very interesting  exercises  were
held Wednesday afternoon in Semi-
n hall with about thirty of the par-
enis and freinds in attendance. A pro-
zram composed of songs by the
schools, recitations and dialogues was
much enjoyed, and a special feature
was 2 song in the Finnixh language
xiven by four of the children. At the
close of the program Christmas gifts
were exchanged by the children and
candy and popcorn was given in pret-
ty Christmas hoxes made by the chil-
dren. An exhibition of the school
work was held 1in the room below.
The teachers will spend their vaca-
tions, Miss Vera Brown at her home in
Greenwich; Miss Inez HIl in Stock-
holm, N. Y., and Miss l.ucas in Wolf-
horo, N, H.

Miss Maud Hodson, of Reading, has
been a recent guest of Mrs. Charles
iX. Morgan.

The public Chrigtmas tree of the
Baptist Sunday school will be held in
the vestry on Monday evening at seven
o'clock, with appropriate exerecises by
the children. The tree .will be in
charge of the All-Ready class, and the
program in charge of Miss Alice Seav-
er and Miss Gladys Rawson, and the
candy will be in charge of Mrs. Jo-
seph MacKean. The public is cordlal-
Iy invited to attend and bring gifts for
distribution from the tree.

Mrs., Sarah Dubey has closed her
home on Bridge street and will spend
the winter with her daughter in Low-
ell,

George Hayward of New York, Isa-
bet Hayward of 'Ashburnham, and

tussell Hayward of Fitchburg, are at
the home of their parents, Mr., and
Mrs. George Hayward, of Bayberry

Rev. Joseph MacKean wiil preach
Sunday morning an appropriate Christ-
mas sermon upon the topie, “The
world's great light.” The evening
service and Y. P. B. C. E. meeting
will be omitted-and a Sunday school
Christmas concert will be held at six
o'clock in the audience room of the
church. A collection to defray the ex-
penses of the Christmas exerclses of
the school will be taken' at this service.

‘The regular meeting of the Eclipse
engine compdgny will be postponed
from Monday evening to Saturday eve-
ning, December 30.

Oren Powers was'a prominent figure
in a runaway on Tuesday evening at
about five o'clock when. the horse he
was driving became frightened at the

‘railway station and ran the length ‘of

night of Iast week with pneumonia,
It was not known by many of her
neighbors that she was il until notice
came of her death, She was born in
Orford, N. H., September 3, 1848, and
had Lived in Lunenburg for thirty
veuars,  She was g omember of Lunen-
buarg Grange and tor several years of
the W, CO T, Ul and was an attend-
antat the Mcethodist church.

T'he deceased is survived by her hus.

trind: two sons, Herbert 0 Roper of
L.unenburg, and  George oper  of
Fitehburg, and three duaughters, Mrs.
Carl A, Thompson and Mrs. Benjamin
. Merrill of this town, and Mrs. Alice
Chapman of Fitchbhurg.
" Her funeral was attended at her
late home on last Saturday., Rev. Al-
fred Noon of the Methodist church
conducting the service, and burial was
in the South cemetery. The bearers
were her sons and sons-in-law,

William W, Sterlin, a former resi-
dent and worthy citizen of this town,
died at the Burbank hospital last Sut.
urday evening of pneumonia after only
five duays’ illness, the result of-a se-
vere cold. which easily developed into
pneumonia.  Mr. Sterlin bought the
farm in the northwest part of the
town, formerly the home of George I,
Jones, in 1905, Mrs, Sterlin died at
this home in 1910, after which Mr.
Sterlin sold the farm and has since
been living at Sunnyside farm. Both
Mr. and Mrs, Sterlin were active mem-
bers of the (irange here and In West-
minster, their former home. A dele-
gation from Jl.,unenburg, lLeominster,
Westminster and Iitchburg Granges
attended the funeral in Fitechburg on
Tuesday afternoon. Interment was in
Westminster.

. Tee Sheppy, 8th floor—243 W.
17th St., New York City, General Sales
Manager of the largest éoncern of its
kind in the world, wants three or four
men in Middlesex County and several
men in adjolning counties, to work for
him spare time .or all the time. He
can uge only those who have a rig or
auto. Work Is very pleasant and no
previous seolling experlence Is neces-
sary. Work consists of leaving a won-
derful new household necessity In the
homes on free trial. Tests at more
than thirty of the leading Universities
and the Government Burcau of Stand.
ards show this new article to be four
times as eflicient as article now in gen-
eral use In this section. Article is
needed in-every rural home and berie-
fits every member of the houschold,
bringing c¢heer, comfort and happiness
info the home. Not necessary to be
away from home- nights. Pay from
$6.00 to $156.00 per day according to
abllity and number of homes visited.
In writing Mr, S8heppy, mention what
townships will be most conventent for
you to work in; what your regular oc-
cupation [8; your age;. marrled or
single; how long you have lived In
the community; what kind of a rig or
auto you have; whether you wish to
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But Deacon Would ‘Not Turn.

of them was the postmaster himself.
In the first place, the silmultaneous ar-
rival of a three-foot snowfall and the
bulk of -the Christmas mail was bad
enough. Next came the disabling of
one of his best drivers, and the discov-
ery that two substitute carrlers were
out of town. Well, the postmaster
said things. Dan Sweeney, driver of
No. 2 route, was disabled beyond
doubt. There he was sitting on a
plle of mall sacks, his back agalnst a
steamn radiator, his face white and
drawn out of shape by twinges of
rheumatism. He had dragged himself
down to the office, but that was all
he could do. Now, although he should
have been sent back to bed, he was
sorting the mall for his route.

“The Christmas mail, too!" groaned
Dan. He had a-consclence, Dan had,
and his heart was in his work. -

It was a sight of the great pile of
packages which made Danny groan
deepest. They were more to him than
simply so much fourth-class matter,
these string-tied boxes and bundles.
They were invested with something
besides the statute-guarded sanctity
of the United States mail, for which
Dan Sweeney had no light respect. He
knew that each one of them carried
not only merchandise but a " subtle
frelghtage of the goodly hollday spirit,
the joyful sentiment of Christmastide,

And to think, just because of this
plaguey rheumatism of his, many of
them might not be delivered until the
holiday was over with, when they
would come lagging along, as stale as
firecrackers ‘on the 5th of July! So
Danny groaned, .

“There!” sald Danny at last, to the
office clerk who was to attempt- the

numb fingers he pulled out his watch.
Hulf-past nine! Why, it would take
them a good two hours to drive back
now! Brafsted be hanged! . He could
get his letter after Christmas.

So_he grabbed the reins und indi- |

cated to Deacon a desire to turn
around. But Deacon would not turn.
‘Pull on the rein us he might, Deacon
would only swing his head about,
keeplng his legs moving  straight
thead. By much shouting and sawing
on the reins Deacon was stopped.
Then the new driver waded out to his
head, took him by the bits and tried to
point the horse the other way. Dea-
con refused to budge. Those lights on
the top of the long hill marked the end
of the route, and Deacon knew it. And
to those lights they went. “Josiah
Braisted?” asked the driver curtly of
the young woman who answered his
ring.

“Oh, ft's come, it's come!" she
shouted to someone within, as she held
out her hand eagerly for the letter.

Never before had he seen so much
excitement caused by the delivery of

‘a letter. In a moment there were three

or four persons in the front hall, all
talking at once.

“Do you think it will save him, doc-
tor?” asked the anxlous-faced old
Indy who had followed the girlt to the
door. ’

“It will if anything will, I guess,”
answered a stout, bearded man. And
he mounted the stairs to see the pa-
tient in the upper room.

Then they insisted that the haif-
frozen clerk come inside and have
something to eat. Deacon? Oh, they
would take care of Deacon, They did
all this and more. It scemed that this
letter had been long expected, and was
sadly needed, for it came from a prod-
igal son to a very sick father. It had
its effect, too. .

Ot course the clerk told them of
Deacon’s heroic stubbornness, of how
the old horse had insisted on going
to the very end of the-route when
he had tried to turn him back. Josiah
Bralsted, Esq., heard the story during
his convalescence. :

“I must tell my son about that when
he ‘comes home,” he would repeat as
they - told him of the part Deacon
played In the story. “We ought to do
something for that old horse,” he sald,

They did, too. The office clerk, who
will first' show you .a handsome gold

“Let’s see—if a scuttle of  coal
costs a quarter”’— -

“T'HAT same quarter buys :abbﬁ't two -

gallons of SOCONY Kerosene,; . which . .

will keep a Perfection Oil Heater going full
blast for twenty hours. - And

> not a cent’s
worthof fuel is wasted. The Pe R

rfection is‘on

when you need it and off when you don’t.”” -

Save money and ke_ep" warm. Bum R
SOCONY KEROSENE .

Remember it’s SOCONY

. : Kerosene, a
.the Standard

Oil’ Company of New -
York’s best grade of refined Oil. - Sa
SOCONY to the

for the SOCONY

STANDARD OIL CO. of NEW
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. Awake my soul to industry;
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_ And not-provide-for future want?”
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Saturday, December 23, 1916.
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_ The services at the Congregational

church last Sunday were held .in the
\'gstr)_'.' : .
~ .7At the mecting of the Woman’s club
on next ‘week .Friday Rev. Endicott
‘Peabody will tell of -his visit abroad
... during his vacation last summer, The
speaker, as.announced in the calendar,
ot being able to keep the appoint-
ment, ‘Dr. Peabody has kindly con-
eented to fill the place. It will be a
. privilege to hear Mr. Peabody, al-
- trgys an interesting speaker. . .
. Afuch interest i{s shown in the com-
munity Christmas tree to be -held on
Sunday afternoon at 5.30 o'clock. The

‘tree will be lighted and a large chorus.

Will sing Christmas carols, the Groton
_‘band will render patriotic selections,
‘and the.grand finale will be thé sing-
ing. of “Amerlca,” in which. all ‘will
join. Come one, come all, and help
‘spread.the Christmas spirit! If stormy
on Sunday afternoon the tree will be
gghted at the same hour on Christmas

ay. - . .

A queer mistake, which many must
hiave noticed in an obituary in these
columns Jast week, made in one place
the names of the parents, Mr. and Mrs.
. H. Fernald, read instead, Mr. and

+ 3Mrs. W. H. Whitehiil. The latter are
_.not even relatives, but were former
nejghbors of th¢ Fernald family. -

A fine black horse. for the American.
Express team arrived last week in ex-
change for the gray which has been’
on the. route. »

Hon. and "Mrs. William F. Wharton
.went last week to thelr Beacon street
home, Boston, for the winter.

_-The following is clipped from the
Boston Sunday Globe of December 17:
Rev. and Mrs. Endicott Peabody of
Groton are entertaining at dinner to-
‘moérrow night at'the Tnlon club before
the -dance which they are later giving
at the Hotel Somerset to present their
daughter, Miss Margery . Peabody.
George Harding will be the head ush-
er and among those who will assist
him are Daland Chandler, Hamilton
 Coolidge, Charles Fuller, William Otis,
Quentin,Roosevelt, Alexander Wheeler,
Livingston Burrill, Cecil Murray, Sam-
uel Peabody, Harcourt Amory, Harold
Amory, Westmore Willcox, Jr., and
Paul Pennoyer. .

The closing feature of a program
given last week Wednesday evening

_at Mrs. Winston Churchill’s drawing-

" room, Boston, for the benefit of French
tuberculosis victims, was a comedy by
¢he late Julian Sturgis, entitled “Plck-
ing up the pleces”” It was acted by
Mrs. - S. Warren Sturgis, of Groton,
and by Mrs. R. Clipston Swurgis, a
nephew of the author.

On last week Friday_evening. which
was a stormy night, an auto with pas-
sengers Russell Wright and Frank Sul-
livan. of Pepperell, the latter driving.
ran into the back of a sleigh in which
James Cleary was driving his sister,
NMiss Esther. to.the station to take the
train to Pepperell. The accident oc-
curred while going over the road near
the coal dump. The sleigh was badly
damaged and both of the occupants
nervously upset and somewhat lamed.
The auto was put out of commission
and was left by the roadside until the
nexi day. Report does not speak of
any injuries to the occupants of the
auto.

Mrs. James Lawrence, with her son
and daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Lawrence, and_ the two
grandchildren are at the Mount Ver-
non street house, Boston, for the
winter, after the long’ season in Gro-
ton. ' ’

Born Thursday morning, December
21, a son to Mr. and Mrs. Michael J.
Denahy.

The public library will not be open
this Saturday morning, also closed on
Christmas day. .

A telephone has just been
John M. Crowley at his home in
mill neighborhood. Call 127-5.

Since the middle of October the Gro-
. ton ladies have sent to the American
fund for the French wounded the foi-
jowing: 2800 sponges, 981 bandages,
539 coussinets, 18 vests, 17 mops, 6
mufflers, 49 knit sponges, 1 sleeveless
sweater, 14 facial bandages, % face

put in for
the

clothis, 39 Christmas bags, % pairs of
2 H

stockings, 29 pillows, 3 knit caps,
bath mittens. The next two meeting
will be omitted owing to the hohday
1t is hoped as many as possible will
attend the meeting on January S.

The Neighborhood club met on
WWednesday with Mrs. Anna Gray. Ow-

. ing to the near approach of the holiday

season there was nol a very full at-
tendance. There were (Christmas quo-
tations and while Mrs, Rork
peautifully an interesting Christmas
story, the others were busy with work
on the slippers, The meeting closged
in the usual way.

AN who are interested in the carols
to be sung at the Community Christ-
mas tree on Sunday afternoon are

asked to he sure to come for practice
to the town hall at eight o'clock Rat-:

urday evening.

The Groton Sewing schaol held the
anmual Christmas party last week Sate
urday afternoon with their usunl good
time.

AMr. and Mrs, Georze L. Moison will
have the annual family gathering at
their home on Christmas day.

Migs, Mary W. Condon is ill with
neuritis.

At the Christmas festivities at the
(longregational church Saturday even-
ing the C. E. soclety will provide the
entertainment, giving a play and hav-
ing a number of tableaux.

Mrs. Fannie Forbes and daughters,
Gertrude and Helen, are golng to All-
ston for Christmas.

The remains of Joseph Horton were
brought from Brimfleld for interment
{n Groton cemetery on Wednesday af-
ternoon. .

John H. Sheedy and George E.
Meyet have been drawn as jurors for

, court in ‘Cambridge, beginning Jan-
nary 8.- . . .
The service at the Congregationa
church .on’ Sunday evening {s at 7.30
o'clock and will be largely muslecal,
with the following program: “There
shall. come forth a star,” ldles'
%' chorus; responsive’ reading: hymn;
‘. “There were shepherds,” ladies’ cho-
rug; prayer; response. “Holy night";
seripture reading; Christmas song, la-
" dfes’ . chorus; address, Rev. . .
. Howe; hymn. The meeting will be

held in the main auditorfum. ‘Every-

read .

body cordially invited to come and
hear this song service. .

Dr. Samuel A. Green, former mayor
of Boston, vice president and lbrarian
of the Massachusetts Historical socle-
ty. has returned to Boston after a
long summer and fall season in his
native town, Groton. This ycar he
occuplied his own home here and this
fnfluenced his prolonging his stay in
the historic town. Dr. Green.is In
excellent health and remarkably ac-
tive for a man of eighty-six years.

The Alliance will mect with Miss
Georgianna Boutwell on  next ‘week
Thursduy afternoon w. 2.30 o'clock.
Mirs Boutwell will read a paper, “The
history of the First Parish meeting-
house of Groton.”

We believe that the people of Gro-
ton should be particularly interested
in the plan of systematic savings as
afforded by the Savings and Thrift
club now forming at the First National
Bank of Ayver. Grant W. Shattuck
will .be pleased to explain to any inter-
ested. :

Miss Alma Gray, who as been
teaching in Ayer, has resigned and ac-
cepted a position in a school at Grand
Mere, P. Q. Her school in Grand Mere
opens on January 4. )

The twenty-ninth annual dinner and
roll call of the Congregational church
will be held on Wednesday, January 3.
Dinner will- be served promptly at
twelve o'clock, followed by the roll
call and that by the. annual business
meeting.

The program for the concert and
dance to be given by the Groton Cor-
net band on the evening of January
1. will -be as follows: March, “On.
Wisconsin™; overture, *Poet and peas-
ant”’; trombone solo, Leroy Shattuck;
song, Mr. Robinson; selection, “The
only girl”; descriptive, *“A huntjng
scene,” with male chorus; march,
“Yacht club,” Neophyte's band; cor-
net solo, Mrs., Violet R. Beers; hu-
moreske; march, “A fighting chance”;
finale, “'Star Spangled Banner.” There

t g

Miss Gerrish reported briefly on the
progress of the Junior club. President
Ames called attention . to several
packages of -mixed secd which could
be purchased after the meeting. Re-
ferring to the present status of the
treaty with Great Britain for thc pro-
tection of migratory birds in Canada.
and the United States he stated that
ity cffectiveness dependsupon the pas-
sage of an enabling act and an en-
forcement appropriation, which are to
be brought before the present con-t
gress, In this connection an inquiry !
by Mr. Howe as to ‘why it was not
fully as lmportant to conclude a sim-
flar treaty with Mexico, ‘where =0
many of our birds winter elicited the
information that such a treaty had.n
fact been contemplated, but that the
recent disturbed condition of our
Southern neighbor had prevented its
negotiation.

President Ames announced the fol-
lowing. program:

January 15. Public meeting with
movnig pictures shown by T. Gilbert
Pearson,. secretary of National Asso-
clation of Audubon societles.

February 19. Club nieeting -in
charge of master and boys from Gro-
ton School. Topic, “*Birds introduced
from foreign countries; hawks"

March - 19, -Public meeting. Mr.
Gorst, the famous whistler and mimic,
will give his remarkable imitation of
hird songs. .

April 16, Winter observations by
MisstHill, Miss Hutchins and others,

May .21, “The gull and other sea-
bird colonies of the Maine coast” by
Wwilliam P, Wharton,

June 18. Outdoar meeting at the
Bigelow camp at Baddacook pond.
Subject, “Warblers and vireos” by
Miss Gerrish, . R

Miss Gerrish’s paper on “Winter
birds"™ took up the common residents
only—of these-the most familiar prob-
ably is the chicadee, a sociable -little
tellow, whose economic value is fully
as great as his appeal to our eyes and
ears. Chicadees are great eaters of

will be dancing until midnjght. The
band will be augmented by the follow-
ing soloists: L. Shattuck, trombone; J.
J. Piper, alto; Mr. Morse, clarinet;
Joseph Kyle, cornet. The following
have been enrolied as honorary mem-
‘bers of the band: Fred Barrows §3,
Barclay H. Farr $2, W. V. Bixby g1,
A Friend” $1:; previously acknowl-
edged, $315.50; total, §324.50.

Mrs. Frank M. Blood returned on
Wednesday from a visit to her daugh-
ter, Miss Ruth Blood, teacher in Ar-
lington. ) 8 . i

The Wheelocks aiéf plarfning to go
10 Boston for the winter, leaving their
hired men and .other help at their
Chicopee row home.

There are to he Christmas festivities
for the Sunday schaol children and
others at all the churches.

There was a good attendance -at
the W. R. C. meeting on Tuesday af-
ternoon and there were pleasing exer-
cises suitable for the season. Different
membesr gave readings, and ‘“Holy
night” was sung as a duet by Mrs.
Gleason and Mrs. Gibson. The joint
installation of officers of E. 8. Clark
post and. W. R. C. is to be held on
January 16. ' .

Born in Middieboro on December 9.
a.daughter to Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Mahoney (Miss Isabelle Woods). An-
nouncement cards give the little girl's
pame as Anna Barbara Mahoney.

l.awrence academy closed Wednes-
day for the Christmas holidays.

Mrs. John Bradley will close their
house after the Christmas holidays to
spend the winter in Boston.

Charles H. Berry has been suffering
this week from an attack of asthma.
At present he is getting better, but
the first of the week was obliged to
have a doctor.

This week brings home the young
folks for a part or-all of the (*hrist-
masx vacation. Here are some of them:
Misses Ruth Blood, Ada and Seilna
Bradley, Marguerite and Alice Cleary,
Miss Genieve Harrington. Hazel Gib-
son. Marian Green. Marguerite Leon-
ard, Muriel Moison, Irene Peabody, |
Gladys Swallow, Irene Tyrrell, Helen
Wiseman, John and William Bradley,
Maude Farwell, D. Wyman Gibson,
William and lLawrence ‘Gay, Waldo
Green, Lewis M. Knapp, Warren H.
Whitehill, Frank A. Woods and Miss
Virginia Woonds.

At the Baptist church Sunday morn-
ing the subject of the sermon will be
“The universal influence of Christ-
mas.” Sunday school at twelve. The
subject of the evening service at 7.30
will be *“The first Christmas carol”
There will be special music. Wednes-
day evening. at 7.30, meeting for pray-
er, praise and worship. The Christ-
mas tree festivities will be held on
this week Saturday evening from 3.30
to § o'clock.

S
Troop I, B. S. A, held their regular

{nuts and seeds inte crévices in the

P Groton Military Training school,

meeting on last Saturday evemng.
Following the opening exercises the
vening was devoted to instruction in
tving square. reef, sheethend, howline.
“fisherman’s, sheepshank. halter. clove-
¢ hitch and two half hitches knots. The;
I members of the troop will attend '.hoi
Creunion of Camp Idlewild, which will
“he held at  the Linden Methadist
,church. Malden, on Thursday evening,
! December 28, In the afternoon they
‘wiil attend the Billy Sunday services
at the tahernacle, returning to Malden
jat $.20 for the reunion. Following the
} eamp-fire supper Mayor Charles M.
the gathering.

Blodgett will address i
The boys from Groton will give :\n‘
exhibition of scout work. The scouts,
will remain over nightin Maiden and.
the following day will make an hx.\'-i
orical trip around Boston.

]
1

High School Danee.

The dafice of the senior class of the
high school last week Friday evening
pwas R very enjoyable affair, though
tdisappointing as to the very starmy
weather and consequently the smaller
number than would otherwise have at-
tended. The hall presented a very at-
tractive appearance, curtains at the
windows with farge evergreen wreaths
and small Christmas trees on the stage,
all decorations giving a festal air. The
matrons were Mrs. Burton, Mrs. Moi-
sop. Mrs, Sargent and Mrs. Jacomb,
Others of the mothers who were to be
matrons were not able to be present.
The orchestra rendered a very fine
concert, after which the grand march
formed, led by David Sargent, the class
president, and Miss Alice Moison, class
gecretary. Refreshments were served
at 10.45, T

There were over 100 present, not-
withatanding the driving cold snow-
storm, and a really plearant evening
was passed. After paying expenses it
is hardly expected there will be much
left towards the expenses of the chss
graduation next June. One of the
former high  school boys, Martin
O'Leary, had come ail the way from
Holyoke to attend thils dance and meet
old schoolmates. ¢

Bird Club Mcceting.

The December meeting of the Gro-
ton Bird club was held on Monday eve-
ning, December 18, at 7.30, with about
fitteen members present. Records of

i
!

jecempany.,

! vecured arranzenicnts for a special car

insect éggs as well as of worms and
caterpillars and individuals are known
to have consumed over 5,000 of the
former angd over 30 of the latter in one
day. They disappear usually about
the end of April, retreating to the
more remote wooded places for nest-
ing.

The white breasted nuthatch with
his nasal yank, yank and his upside
down on the tree trunk is quite un-
mistakable. He is said to have got
his name from his habit of wedzing

bark. The more easily to crack them
open. The red-breasted rnuthatch.
scen  not infrequently in fall and
spring, has a somewhat similar. but
niuch higher, note. The minute King-
lets. little more than four inches in
length,.are with us in the’ cold weath-
er. thaugh the golden crowned is the
only one to remain all winter. The
downy and hairy woodpecKers, similar
in nearly all respects except 3
important guardians of the foresis, he-
ing destroyvers of the white pine weev
and many other bark and wood botin
beetles. . .

The northern shrike has a not un-
musical song and makes up in part
for his killing of useful birds by his
destruction of English sparrows and
mice. The introduced starling thouzh
rather attractive in winter because of
his rather pleasing notes, is likely to
become a nuisance threugh his grain
and fruit eating propensities. and his
appropriation of the nestin: sites of
other hole nesting birds. An instance
of the eviction of a pair of tree swai-
lows by starling had come 1o the
speaker's attention.: “The goldfinch,
with its canary like notes, and the
tree sparrow, with its tinkling cull
both primarily seed eaters, are com-
monly seen in winter, usually wander-
ing waily in tocks of =ome size.

Finally the well known junco and
the brilliant purple finch occasionally
come to feeding stations ail winter,
and the latter gives a decrted totch of
color against the backuround of the
SNOW,

The meeting adjourned abhout nine
o'clocK, :

On next Wednesday evening Capt.
Porter B. Chase, First Corps Cadets,
A, N. G.. will inspect the provisional
company and will give a talk on
“Team work and leadership.” The
inspection will include a short drill
by each platoon. the !lHrst platoon in
close arder and the second platoon in
extended order. The drills and talk
will be open to the public, and it 1=
expected that there will’ be a gond
attendance.

This will be the last
during the winter to the whole
compuany together. Beginning with
the first drill in January, the second
platoon will hold its dnlls in West
Groton in Squannacook hall. The pla-
toons will not reunite untl spring.

At the drill on last Wednesday
fieut. Avers was in command of the
and Lieur. Branizan of the
recruit squad, until ~.135.  Some time
wax spent in preparaiion for the forth-
coming inspection. After the drill
lieut. Branigan gave a talk on “Ex-
tended order rulex and principles’

opporunity
s

Billy Sunday Party.

Arrangements are being made for
a party to attend the Biily Sunday
vervices i the tabernacle in Boston
on Thursday eveming, January 4. 1t
the promise of siNty-zeven persons is

will be made. Those living in the near-
hy towns will thus be able tn take ad-
vantage of this oppeortunity tn hear
Mr. Sunday. The car w:i! run between
Groton and Boston, and those who go
can meet thp car either in Groton or
Aver. The Bours of goinz and return-
ing will be given next week. Those
who wish to go will please send their
names to either of the following com-
mittee: Rev. G. M. Howe, lev. B. L.
Tucker, Malcolm MeGregor, Mrs. Wal-
tace Brown, Mrs. Alice Peabody, all of
Groton.

ILower Electric Rate.

The Electric -Light Commizgsion.
with the consent of the State Board
Commission, have decided to reduce
the. price of eleetricity to the consum-
ers of the Town of Groton, and the
price will be for current for lighting,
from 1-200 kw., ten cents, with a dis-
eount of five percent if bill is pald be-
fore the I0th of the month in which
bill Is sent out. The price for power
will be three cents per kw, with no
discount. The minimum charge for
lighting will be fifty cents per month
and for power fifty cents per kw. of
demand.” The commission will be
pleased to have {fnformation from any
parties who intend to take current for
the ensuing year, either for light or
power, who are not already connected,
80 they can make their estimates for
running the plant during the coming
year, '

West Groton, | .

Lee Bixby, who has been gaining

experience in truck farming -during

the summer, has gone south for the
winter and will continue his work on

5 .
spring. Donald. Bixby, also employed
in Waban, is Golng sreenhouse work
this winter in, which he is greatly in-
terested. M

Provost Thompson, going on Fri-
‘day, -visited friends in Dorchester, re-
turning on Sunday evening. He at-
tended the Allfed Bazaar on England’s
day B

Mrs., Q. H. Bixby is spending some
days thls week ‘with her daughter,
Ars. Charles Chapmun. of Winchester,

Mrs, Vedder, who has been with her
daughter, Mrs. A, W. Lamb, for the
past eight weeks. returned to New
York on Wednesday.

Mr. and Mrs., John Liacos and thelr
sons. Aristides and Leonidas, will
spend the ~Chrisumas holidays with
Mrs. Liacos’ parents in Bennington,
N. H. They will be accompanied by
Mr. Liacos’ brother, Willlam Liacos,
and a cousin. .

Miss Katherine $paulding. who has
spent the past five weeks at the home
of her brother, H. Spaulding, retufn-
ed to Townsend on Wednesday. -

Miss Evadne Harrington is spend-
ing the holidays with her aunt, Mrs.
Samuel Richards, of Boston.

Coming. on Thursday, Miss Grace
Bixby is spending a few days at home
but will leave -before Christmas.

Mrs. Charles Bixby and daughter
Ruth ‘are spending Christmas In
Wellesley.

The Misses Elsie and Olive Tarbell
will be at home from Hanover, N. H.,
over the holldays. ’

‘Going 'on Tuesday. Homer Harring-
ton visited Mr. and Mrs. Willlam Kim-
ball in Stony Brook. returning on
Thursday noon, He was given.an op-
portunity to - visit both Boston and
Waltham. :

George Harrington has been de-
barred from work this week by a se-
vere attack,of indigestion. .

The A. P. Blood house on Main
street has “been rented by George
‘Fessenden, of Townrend Harbor, who
is well-known to many West Groton
people.  Mr. Fessenden has sold his
farm, in Townsend and  expects 1o
move here about the first of January.
He is now employed here at the
leatherboard mill, and his son Charles
at the paper mill .

Christmas shopping has been the all
important business during the past
week and visits to Itchburg, Boston
and elsewhere have been tou numer-
ous to mention.-

P. W. Kane has taken charge of
he sidewalks for the winter and made
his firse trips with the plow this week.

An interesting fehture of last week's
sale was an apron madevand given by
Mrs. Klizabeth ' Davis, nincty-five
vears of age, accompianied by a letter
siving various personul items of inter-
ext. The apron was purchased for
considerably more than its, m:u:ked
price by Mrs, Veddet,, of New York,
who stipulated that the letter should
accompany the purchase, as she wish-
ed to show it to her home friends.

The fair supper held on last week
Friday evening was of the usual ex-
cellence in charge of Mrs. George
Harrington, but owing to the storm
which raged flercely during the after-
noon comparatively few persons At
tended. However, thuse present did
full justice to the man good things
and the remaining food found ready
purchasers.

At a business meelng of the L. A,
society on Monday afternoon, aboutl
3 was reported ax the net pro-
cteds of the fajr: $130 was voted to
the church for current expenses.

The village (hristmas tree will be
held at the hall on Saturday evening.
A program will be given by the chil-
dren.

The regular
provenient sociely
day evening ith
present. douln
Christmas Weers
The amount of

meeting of the Im-
was held on Tues-
a small number
owing to its being
. with everybody busy.
ten dollars was voted
for books for the West Growon library
t0 be chosen by the librarian. The
enteruunment program, in charge of
A, F. Cottrell, Jr. consisted of “five
hundred,”  in which sixteen players
joined, enjoyirz the game until 10.30.
Mrs, Cottrell won highest score for
ladies while Mr. Cottrell was equally
fortunate among the zentlemen.

The History of Groton band will be
found on page eight.

e
Council Acts on Resignation.

An ecclesiastical council convened
here Monday afternoon and was con-
wituted of pastors and delegates from
six of the neihboring churches, calied
10 act on the resignation of Rev. [J.
P. Trowbrides us pastor of the West
Groton Christian Union church, to take
effect on Feoruary 1 tev. G. M.
Howe. of Groton, acted as moderator,
and Rev. J. B lLewis, of Pepperell,
ax scribe. Tne moderator's endorse-
ment of Mr. Trowbridge is here ap-
pended:

Wherecas.,
has hecome .
ince of God,

I.ev. John 1% Trowbridge
vinced that in the Prov-
1 time has come when
the pastora: 1e'ation between him .and
she Christian Union church and society
af West (sroton had better be dissolved;
and whercas. the church and soclety
have, with Y ndiminished respect and
tove for him acceded to his request,
and axk this councll to approve threir
mutual actio:: therefore, .
Regolved, that we approve of the dixe
solutinn of ‘he pastoral relation bee
tween Rev. John T Trowbridge and the
(qirisiian Unton church and society for
the reasons named, and at the time
suggested. and in doing so.we, place
upon record our united appreciation of
the unblemislod character of Mr. Trow-
bridge as a christian gentleman. our
testimony o his faithfulness as a
preacher of the truth as it is in Jesus
Christ, our admiration nf his superior
ability and success as a christian pas-
tor and his euviable power of personal
sympathy with all classes of society,~—
and regret in losing a christian minls-
ter with so clear a head and o warm
a heart., and <o loyal 10 the true and
the honorable in .all the relations of
professional. social and public jife. We
expresg our svympathy for those in thiz
community who are to joge a faithfui
teacher, an impartial pastor, and a per-
sonal friend, who, dUIN1E his pastorate
in AVest Groton, has grown in thelr
heart's affection—one who has rejolced
with them i{n their prosperity, and sym-
pathized with them in thelr sorrow.
Resolved, that wé commend the Rev,
John P. Trowbridge to the churches of
our Lord Jesus Christ as a minister,
who, because of his character, abllity
and work, is worthy of thelr confidence
in whatever fleld of christian labor he
may be called to occupy.
Resolved, that we sympathize with
this church (n the loss of a pastor
tried and true, whose work of love they
will not forget, and that our prayer i8
that the Hoily Spirit may lead them to
the cholice of a. buccessor true to the
gospel of Chriat, and worthy to be the
leader of a church which holds an fm-
portant _position In this community and
in ghe Kingdom of God.

BOXBOROUGH
News Items. ‘ .
\Mirs Cora Hartwell Is at her brother
Albert's home for the winter.
The telephones of Messrs, Dean,
waitt, Hartwell, Poland and Little-
fleld Have been transferred from line

his employer's farms in Florida. He

.prevlou:s meeting read and approved.

expects to return to Waban in the.

104 to 31 thus making 2 six party line.

‘ing music from A new Victrola: -

among the number who attended the

The Alfreci ‘Cobleigh family is enjo;j-'

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Littlefleld were

State Grange meeting at Tremont
Temple; they also were at the Allted
Bazar on Polish day.

Church Notes.

Sunday services—>Morning
at eleven o'clock. Preacher,
M.  Missirian, th¢ minister,
“The song of the angels.”
school at 12.16. -

The Baptist church of West Acton
has knidly invited our church to join
in a community sing service next Sun-
day ‘night at seven o'clock. Also, a
spectal concert will be given by the
choir under the direction of Mrs.
Weeks. If we do have fair weather
and good roads on that day there will
be made an announcement about the
plans of going to West Acton on Sun-
day morning service, -

All the children and people in our
town are cordially invited by our Sun-
day school to. attend the Christmuas
tree celebration to be held on Saturday
evening, December 23, In the vestry.
_The special meeting of the church
to hear and act on the report of the
committee appointed to revise the con-
stitution -angd, by:laws_of the church,
was held last Sunda)y’ after the morn-
ing wervicé. The réport of the com-
mittee was accepted and the constitu-
tion and the by-laws were adopted in
their revised form, with the exception
of the question in'regard to a change
of the name of the church, in article 1.
The final decision or report about that
will be presented later. Charles Waltt
was elected the moderator of that
special meéting and the members of
the committee were: Rev. G. M. Mis-
sirfan, chairman, Frank W. Dodge and
Arthur W. Nelson. o .

P S—————— e

SHIRLEY

worship
Rev.. G.
Subject,
sunday

News Item.

The Altrurian club held, a social
Christmas party at the home of Mrs,
Mary W. Hazen. in charge of the di-
rectors, Each lady brought her work
and also a gift which were: exchanged
with each other. Miss Grace M. Kil-
burn presided. calling for all reports
from commitiee,, and reading of the
minutes of the last meeting. the
roll call ‘each lady responded with
a -Christmas quotation. Notices of
meetings of the Federation were ziven
including a conference buffet luncheon
for the music department of the Fed-
erated clubs 1o be -held_at ‘the Art
club on Clarendon street, Boston; also,
an invitation to a state legislature cone-
ference to he held in Allston.  The
meeting was full of (‘hristimas cheer.
The next meeting will be held on
January 4. ut the congregational ves-

oy

.
t

L

HARVARD
News Items.

Girls are home from
week for the hohdays. Miss Dorothy
West, from Framingham Normal;
Miss Nancy Harlow, from Ashburn-
ham. and Miss Harriet Mason, from
Wheaton, have a ten-days’ recess.

Miss Tolena  €ampbell is  home
from Fitchburg Normal for a few
days' recess with her parents, MF. and
Mrs. Charles Campbell.

Arthur Brown is stopping for a few
days’ with his aunt, Miss Helen  Bar-
nard, from his work in Whitinsville,

Mr. and Mrs. Earle Turner, from

Brooklyn. are home with Mr. and Mrs.
Arthur Turner for the holidays,
_ The meeting of the Grange on Tues-
day evening proved to be a very inter-
esting affair, The entertainment was
in charge of Miss Vera willard. ' The
next meeting will be held on January
2 ‘when the officers-clect will be in-
stalled. lLunch will be served.

At the Unitarian church on Sunday.
in place of the regular sermon in the
motning., the pastor will read Dick-
ens’ Christmas carol Kunday school
will be omitted and the children will
attend the morning service. A ¢‘hrist-
mas offering will be received in all
Unitarian churches for the war suf-
ferers. In the c¢vening, at seven
o'clock. the sermon subject will bhe
“The personality of Jesus—his place
in humanity and his relation to God.”

The music study class in connection
with the Woman's club held its sec-
ond meeting Tuesday afternoon, when
musical selections from Handel and
Haydn were given, and also biographi-
cal sketches of the two composers,
The next meeting will be on Mozart,
under leadership of Miss Anna Scorgie
at the home of Mrs. H. B. Royal, in
January. .

The schools closed on Friday for
the Christmas vacation, the teachers
all zoing to their respective homes.

An invitation party will be given by
the senior class of Bromfield school
next week., which will be held in the
Huilding.

Ars, Horace DPattee
severe cold.

Miss Eleanor Warner intends enter-
ing the Clinton hospital to train to
be a nurse on January 1.

Harry Mead has gone to Warcester
learn the machinist's trade.

Mre Carlo and family leave this
week for New Bedford, where they
will make their home with friends for
the present.

Miss Anna Blodgett, of

H.. has bheen the guest
I3. Hoyal this week.

On Friday evening of next week the
Wwoman's IBenevolent society of the
Congregational church will hold a
supper in the lower hall at &ix and
seven o'clock, followed by an enter-
tainment at eight o'clock, Miss Annie
IYeed in charge.

AMr. and Mrs, Lewis Savage and Mrs.
Catherine Fairbank will spend ¢‘hrist-
mas in Schenectady, N. Y. Mr. and
Mrs, Savage will return after the holi-
day week and Mrs. IFairbank will
make an cxtended visit,

The Pomona Grange meeting on
Wednesday was well attended by local
and visiting members.

A company of twelve were taken
to the Still River supper last week
Friday evening by Lewis Savage in
his motor truck.

Still River.

On this. week Saturday evening
there will be a Christmas entertain-
ment for the village people in. the
Baptist vestry. . The children, espe-
clally are wanted there, as well as the
grown-ups. Edna . Flanders, Eleanor
Haskell and Vera Willard have the
matter In charge and a good time may
be  expected. The Sunday school
Ohristmas concert will be held in the
vestry on Sunday afternoon at three
o'clock, instead of in the evening.

A. E. Holland Is .now the official
mail carrier between the postoffice and
the raflroad satation, taking the place
of A. A. Hutcherson, who resigned
after serving about two yecars.

Rev. L. H. Morse is planning to get
a party .to go to Boston next hurs-

school! this

i a vietim of

to

Frankiin,
N. of Mrs,
H.

?Jnsjt:an(}ld-"l‘im{)‘pler,ry ChnstmastoYouand Yours |

Otet———

Just dn old-fime Merry Christmas to you and yours—uwe wish,

Just a Merry Christmas, the merriest of them all, . .

Just a Christmas full of joy, for papa, mama, the girl and the boy,

Just the Christmas we all like best—A real old-time Merry
- Christmas—you know the rest.” . :

May the day be .a happy one for
cach of our patrons, friends and
employees, and may the cup of-
health, happiness and prosperity be
filled to its utmost for each and
everyone of you in the yeéar ahead.

PLENTY OF GIFTS FOR THE.
LAST-MINUTE SHOPPERS -
Leather Goods, Jewelry, Stationery,”
Bath Robes, Toilet Articles, Post
Cards, Booklets, Handkerchiefs,
" Aprons, Neckwear

T
RNER&SO

. AAYBR,MASS.

- They Say

Your Pullets’ must be Rooéters if they do
not lay when fed on ' .

- Town Talk Mash

Red Comb Scratching

Small-supply, all sizes, COAL on hand.
First come, first served. At the

Old Red Store

A. E. Lawrence, Manager Park .St.s.,Ayerv

Page’s Hall Theatre

A Motion Picture Theatre that shows the BEST iri - the Motion
Picture World—Ask Those who Attend This Theatre Regularly

"SATURDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 23—at 8.15

HAPPINESS or POWER-—Which do You Choose?. See lhe
answer in

The Weakness of Strength

Starring EDMUND BREESE with Ormi Huawley, Bruce and
Evelyn Brent in the supporting cast
— (00—
A Complete Story in Two Reels will also be shown of Underworld
Life in the famous

Beatrice Fairfax Serial

—0—0—0—0—
WEDNESDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 27, AT 8 O’CLOCK
Two Popular Stars, FRANCIS X. BUSHMAN and BEVERLY
BAYNE, in « five-act Metro wonderplay

Inthe DiplomaticService

The central.theme is the unmasking of a foreign official high
in the diplomatic service for his duplicity in plotiing
against this government, while asking and receiving
its confidence and its hospitality
—0—0—

Another Lively Episode will be Shown in the Great Serial,

The Shielding Shadow

— 0= 0—0—0—

hristmas Shows

AFTERNOON at THREE O’CLOCK
EVENING at EIGHT O'CLOCK

The Jockey of Death

A Clean, Wlholesome Story of Circus Life, full of thrills and
i action—in five parts .

Other Pictures will be shown, making in all two hours. of
Pleasing Entertainment '

SEATS MAY BE RESERVED FOR EITHER SHOW BY PHONE—8050

. Miss Vera Willard has’ recently
visited her cousin Iin - Winchester.
Miss .Ruth Willard 1s at-home for the
Christmas vacation from -her school
dutles in Lunenburg.

Mrs. Anna Flanders and Miss Hav-

one wishes to go he would llke to
kxnow by Sunday, as he wishes to have
seats reserved, and to do- this must
know how many, so as to take the
matter up with the proper officials.
The plan is to go on ‘the morning

;r:;g %\é}c:::‘t:nd services at the after- eln gt:ended a me%lng ofdthe Woman's
y cludb in r yedn A
Mrs. Walter Haskell teceived thel ™ g J?\’r:c 0;‘ Re: delss :rsmn .
sad news of the death of her brother's fri;:nd;; in C%ncbrd N, H g
wife In .\’qshu’;\. on Wedn}?sdgy Right‘. s 4ANe He
The deceased leaves her husband anc <
four small children. ) ) New Advertisement
Mrs. AVade, mother of Mrs. Viles, s
much better of her sickness, although
still under the care of her nurse, Miss

wllﬁ

FOR SALE—Two Cows, one is fresh .
and the other to calve in two weeks, -

ton, Mass.

day to hear Billy Sunday, and if any

R. E. SARGENT, Ol'd ‘Ayer Road, Gro~

Flora Murchle.
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Saturlay, December ‘33, 1916,
AYER

News Items,

Miss Hilda Rose has returned to her
home in Millbury after a visit with
her aunt, Mrs, Willium Leahy.

Mr. and Mrs, H. H..Pllirhan have
Leen visiting relatives in Fall River,

‘Those from Ayer who attended the

seszions of the-State Grange in Boston
lust week were Mrs, Jennie Leahy,
Miss Alice Leahy and Mrs, Ella F,
Hovey, all of whom recelved the sixth
‘degree, and Mr. and Mrs. Augustus
L.ovejoy, Mrs. Mary Mills and Mrs,
Emma M, Wood.

Miss Allce C, Leahy has began her
course of study at the New kngland
Conservatory of Musice, Boston, where
she has been awarded a scholarghip,

Miss Alfce Galvin and John F.
T.ynch uttended- the funeral of John
l.eo "Galvin in Cambridge last Satur-
day. '

In the “Thirty Years Ago” column
of the Lowell Courier-Citizen of Mon-
day, December 18, there appeared an
item stating that one of the successful
candidates for admission to the bhar
was Charles F, Worcester. The ex-
amination was held in lLowell. The
ftem has a local interest as the suc-
cessful applicant is the well-known
aswociate "justice of the First District
(Court of Northern Middlesex, and a
practicing attorney with- an office in
Ayer for many years. Mr. Worcester
and the late Peter Fay, of Lowell,
were the only ones who passed the ex-
amination out of-n good-sized class,

A daughter was born on December
15 to Mr. and Mrs. Andrew legere.

Thomas O'Meara Is laid up with an

-injured right hand which he received

in a fall while employed in the yard
extension work at the south railroad
yard last week. Several small bdnes
were broken in the injured member.

$t. Paul lodge of Masons conferred

" the first degree on four candidates at

its regular meeting Monday afternoon
in Masonic hall. Lunch was served.

Frank W. Barnes, a former conduc-
tor on the Fitchburg division, died at
his home in North Cambridge on Tues-
day. Mr. Barnes was a former resi-
dent of Ayer. He retired four years
azo after thirty-three years of valued
~crvice on the old Fitchburg railroad
and later for the Boston and Maine
railroad after the merginz of the two
ronds had taken place. He had the
distinction of having charge of the
tirst train to run out of the North sta-
tion, Boston, after its completion, He
served {n the navy during the civil war
and as a member of the Frigute Min-
nesota witnessed the first fight bhe-
tween the ‘Monitor ‘and Merrimack.
Mr. ‘Barns was widely known among
railroad men among whom he was
very popular. He was prominent in
Masonic circles. The deceased wax
over seventy years of age.

Edwarq J. l.ambert moved on Tues-
day from the double tenement house
of L. W. Phelps on SKhnirley street to
the Meehan house on the saume street,

Christmas tree’ at the DBaptist
church on Saturday evening of this
week " at  7.30, .. Preaching Sunday
morning at 10.45 by the pastor; sub-
jeet, The new-born king.” Sunday
school at twelve. Pralse service at
~iX in the evening, with songs and ad-
drexs appropriate to the Christmas
season, closing at 6.50, so as to give
ail a chance to attend the union serv-
i¢e in the Unitarian church, which he-
wins at seven. B, Y_ P, U. Tuesday
evening at 7.30. Weekh prayer meet.
ing Thursday evening at 7.30,

More than 13,000 employees of the
New England Telephone and 'I‘r-le-
zraph Company will each participate
next week Wednesday in the distri-
bution of an emergency payment to
assist them in meeting unusual pres-

“nt  eXpenses. Employees who have
heen in the service one year or more
receive three weeks' pay. Em-

es who have been in the service
_than one year, but not less thas
three months, will recerve two weeks'

pay. No employee will receive more
than 8175 and no employee of less
than three months' service: and no

zeneral official will in any way share
in the payments.

The Ayer Branch Alliance will hold
a social afternoon with Mrs. Geurge
H. B. Turner, Washington street, on
Thursday, December 2§, at 2.30.

Edmund Breese, the powerful dra-
matic actor, will be the star in the
Zeature picture- at the motion picture
show this Saturday evening, “The
weakness of strength.” a photoplay of
five gripping ac®=of love, ambition and
regencration. .Another complete story
in two reels in the Deatrice Fairfax
verinl will also be shown, besides the
International, the animated newspaper
that is making a hit. ©On next Wed-
nesday evening comes the sovereign of
*he screen, Francis X, Bushman, and
the lnvely Beverly Bayne in the stir-
ring Metro wonderpiay, “In the diplo-
matic serviee,” a play of five superb
acis, presenting a vivid story of love
and  international politics. Another
:n that thrilling “The shielding shad-
ow' serial will also he shown; also,
<he International. On Christmas day
there will he two shows of merit, one
at three o'clock sharp in the after-
noon and at eight in the evening.
The feature plcture of these two shows
will he The jockey of death.” a clean,
wholesome story of circus tife, fuil of
thriils and action in five parts, Other
pictures will be shown. making a two-
hour show of real entertainment.

The Boston and Maine railroad has
Ldopted ligquid gas for thawing out
switches and frogs instead of common
rock salt, which has been in use for
many years, The new substance is
heing tried in the work about the local
railroad tracks and gives =o far ex-
cellent results, After the severe snow-
storm of last week it was used and in
a very short time the switches and
{rogs were in perfect workinx order.
A large supply tank is kept in the va-
cant lot near the railroad station.

James Bulger went to work on last
Afonday morning for Wilson & Eng-
iish, of New York, -the contractors hav-
ing the couth rallroad yard extension
work in charge. Mr, Bulger runs the
wasolene pump which Is used to pump
water for the use of the large steam
shovel which is working on the ecast
end of the yard. . .

An. old lady, thought to be Mrs.
Mary E. Dowling, of Walpole, N. H.,
was found dead by the conductor on
thie express train due in Ayer at twelve
o'clock as he was taking up tickets
on the way here from the parsengers.
In her possession was a check signed
“Helen T. Peak, on the Brookline Trust
Company, payable to Miss H, M. Walk-
_er, 26 Appleton strect. She boarded
“the trafn in Boston. Several envel-
opes with small amounts for presents
were algo found in her -posscssion.
She appeatfed to be about sixty-five
yesrs .of age. Chlef Beatty got in

- touch"with the police in Boston and at

time of golng to press her positive
fdentification has ndt been ascertained.
The body was taken to.Wright’s un-

dertaking rooms.

With.only a short time to do the Christmas shopping our thoughts naturally turn to Christmas Gifts.

‘What

is more practical and more appreciated by the men and ‘boys than some article of wearing apparel?, Our Christ-
'mas Goods are all' in, the newest styleg and patterns i Men’s and Boys' Clothing, Furhishings, Shoes and Slip-

pers.

Men’s and Boys’ Sults and O\'ercoats....‘ $10.00 to $22.00

Mackinaw Coats
Bath . Robes
Men'’s and Ladies’ Sweaters

Len’s and Ladies’ Umbrellas ...

\Ien.s and Ladies® Slippers and \I()ccmms

Bags and Suit Cases ......

Neckties of all kinds in Christmas Boxes

$5.00 to-$8.50
$3.50 to $6.00
$1.00 to $7.00
$1.00 to $5.00

50¢ to $2.00
$1.25 to $6.00

25¢ to $1.00

Come in while the variety is good and let us help you make- your selections.

Arm Bands in Christinas Boxes
Gloves in Christmas Boxes . ...
Braeces in Christinas Boxes

Men’s Linen Handkerchiefs, with lmtml

Men’s Japanette IandKerchiefs,
Men's Silk Ilandkerchiefs, with
Combination Necktie

Sets in Christmas Boxes. .

Here are a few suggestions:
23¢ and 50¢

25¢ and 50¢
15¢, 25¢ and 50¢
10¢ and 15¢
25¢ and .50¢

initial... .
initial. ... .

and Iandkerchief.

75¢ and $1.00

All Kinds of Footwear for Every Member of the Famzly—Rubber Boots, Overshoes Rubbers Etc.

etcher

OS. A

Store Open Monday, Friday and Saturday Evenings

Opposite Depot

YER

MASS.

John 1. Haynes died at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. William Bartlett on
Central avenue, where he had been
visiting, last Saturday of phthisis pul-
monariy, aged 441 years, 10 months,
17 days. He was a native of Fulton,
N. Y., and had bheen here hut two
weeks.,
urday at Mr. Bartlett’s home, where
Rev. J. W. Thomas. of the Baptist
church, performed the services. The
interment was in Woodlawn cemetery.

Joseph Dugan, a Polish workman
employed as a laborer at the coal ele-
vator in the south railroead yard, re-
ceived severe injuries while at work
last Sunday. While pushing the soft
coal into the chute a large piece of
the coul fell from the platform above,
striking him on the head, and knock-
ing him headlong to the bottom of the
pit. . He wauas ‘at first thought to be
dead, bhut after a time partially’ re-
covered -his senses and was taken to
the Groton hospital. A severe gash on
the forehead was caused either by the
blow from the coal or in falling after
being struck.

Several Aver citizens have heen re-
cently assessed for stocks, bonds and
other evidences of ownership in what
i~ known as intangible property by the
Inecal assessors, according 0 current
reports.  This is the second time that
such a thing has occurred. .

The second of a series of card games
was held by Division 7, A O, H,, on
Tuesday evening. |

Wark on the south yard extension
will be suspended from this week Fri-
day night to Tuesday morning in order
10 give the cmployees a Christmas va-
cation. -

At the morning service at the Fed-
erated church Mrp. Strong will speak
on the subject, “The practical side of
the incarnation of Jesus.” The Sun-
day school will meet at noon, The
meeting of the . E. society will be
omitied, At 5.30 there will be a Sun-
day school concert in celebration of
Christmas eve, held in the church. The
seven o'clock hour will be shared with
the other churches in a union Christ-
mas service at the Unitarian church.
Next Sunday will be observed as visi-
tation day and the parish will be can-
vassed for subscriptions for the com-
ing vear. Mid-week service in the ves-
try at 7.30 o’clock on Thursday even-
ing:

All the public schools closed this
week Friday for the Christmas vaca-
tion, and all will reopen on Tuesday.
January 2, The primary grades and
grades three and four held Christmas
exercises this Friday afternoon,

The National Express Company have
had another team on for their Christ-
mas business, which is in charge ol 8.
Jo Andrew.

Miss Charlotte Sanderson arrived
home Wednesday from the Walnut
Hill school. Natick, for a vacation of
sixteen days. Bennett Sanderson
came thix week Friday from the Har-

vard law school, tambridge, for a
week's vacation,

Monday, January 1, being a legal
holiday, all banks will be closed on

that date.

Mrs. Howard A. White and son. of
Ashby, are guests this week and for
ove: Christmax of Mr. and Mrs, How-
ard B. White, Mr. White comes from
Ashby for Sunday and Christinas, and
with his famly will Join Mre, White's
parents, Mr. and Mrs, Elbert H. Flags,
of Westford, and family., as dinner
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Taft
on Christmas.

Judge Sandérson and family are to
¢pend the holiday in West Acton with
the Arthur Blanchard family.

The last-meeting of the Unitarian
(+irls’ club for the year 1916 was held
in Hardy's hall, Tuesday evening, De-
cember 19, with Miss Hardy, Mrs.
Cushing and Mrs. Hassam as hostess-
es. The hall was prettily trimmed
with red and green Christmas decora-
tions and a Christmas tree which con-
tained mysterious packages that later
proved to be. both interesting and
amusing. After the business meeting,
the girls were surprised by a visit from
Santa Claus, himself, who grected
cveryone with his usual jolly manner
and distributed the gifts from, the
trece. A .dainty lunch was then served
by the hostesses.

There will be only three more re-
hearrals of the Ayer Musical society
before the concert, which will be given
about the middle of January, and
every member {8 earncstly solteited to
be present at all of the work evenings.
The study of expression and ‘finish
{s now only needed and everyone Is
expected to assist by thelr attendance
in making a musical success. Now
all be present on December 28, in Mr.
Robinson’s etudio in Dickinson’s block
promptly at elght o’clock.

Joseph' W. Bulkeley_. is_confined to,
his home by iliness the past few dnys.

The funeral was held last Sat--

fod at
raad

George Stone was slightly inj
the engine house in the south r

yard on Monday., Two fingers were
badly bruised.

The following letters remained un-
called for at the Aver posteflice for
the week ending December 180 Irene
Houlla, Clintoh Hastings, J, . Mc-
Keungue, Pappas & Habbie, .
District Court, .

Joseph Valcour:, of Townsend, wus
found guiltyy last Saturday m.roing
of Keeping an unlicensed dog and
fined six dodars. The aileged offense
occurred in” Pepperell, «where Val-

court lived prior to going to Towns.
end a few months ago. Vatcourt's de-
fense was that he “did not own the
dog, the animal coming to his place
and “hanglng around.” The court,
however, “considered that he came
within the meaning of the law, which
says the owner or keeper of an un-
iicensed dog i3 liable.

George Vereino, of Ayer. was found
guilty of larceny and ordered to pay
a fine of five ‘dollars Monday morn-
ing. The crime was comniitted when
the defendant stole a pair of mittens
it the store of George B. Turner &
Son last week Friday, while the senior
member of the firm was makKking
change for a pair of gloves that
Vereino had already bought, The de-
fendant stated to the court that he
conzidered the amount he zave cov-

ered the cost of both the mittens and
gloves,  Mr. Turner notified Chief
Jeatty as  soon  as  the thefr was

noticed and in a very few minutes the
defendan: wa< in the hands of the
law.

Death of Former Resident.

Mrs, Jennie E. (Parsons) Weaver
died at her home in Npringfield on
Monday, December 11, aged xixty-five
vears, the direct cause of death heing
preumonia, although she had suffered
for. several yvears with dinbetes. Mrs.
Weaver was born in Shiriey, where she
lived until 1865, when she came to this
town, then called Groton Junction,
with her parents. I'rom here they
moved to Clinton. Her father, the late
James Carleton Parsons, died in Lan-
caster on June 2, 19049 For several
vears he was engaged here in the
blacksmithing business. The deceased
leaves her hushand, Albert H. Weaver:
two sons, Henry B. Weaver., of Spring-
fleld, and Wilfred Parsons Weaver, of
New York: two daughters, Miss Mary
A, Weaver. of Springfield, and Mrs,
Ruth K. McKinney, of New York: a
brother, Wilfred ('. Parsons, of Ayer:
a half-brother, and three sisters, Mrs,
Henry E. Sanderson, of Ayer; Mrs,
Grace®* B. Carter and Mrs. Alice Lang.
of Springfield, and Henry B, Parsons.
of Clinton.

The funeral was held in Springfeld.
where the bhody was cremated. The
ashes were brough: to Shirley for in-
terment in the Village cemetery. Wil-
fred C. Parsons, Mrs, Henry E. San-
derson and Miss Evelyn fanderson at-
tended the funera! from Ayern
Lost in the Maze of Boston,

“Mabel. T think thar «ilk ne! tulle
that I bought for Helen was a bar-
gain and very pretty dan't you?"
Mabel must have answered in the af-
firmative, and began to talk of their
purchase~ made in Boston in an n-
terestinzg way, for as they were cn an
elevated tramn on their way to Nortn
«tation o take 4 train for Ayer they
found themseives viewing the scenery

in (*harlestown, near Sullivan square,
on last Monday., These wo jadies
well-known. in town had been doing

shopping early and
one or two

Christmas
evidently been in

s0me
had

s«lightly crowded sections of the city
and received one or morec joits to
their nervous rsystem and was in a

relaxed state of mind, for 'when North
station was reached they were entirely
ignorant of the fact. Someone had
to have the, blame rest on thelr
shoulders and so the buck was passed
to the guard, who they claim did not
call out the stations on the way., The
extra trip did not cost any more for
they stayed on the train, made the
loop at Sullivan square amid smiles
of those who were wise, and kept their
eyes open until they reached. North
station again, In the hurry and ex-
citement of the situation the bundle
of silk net tulle must have found an-
other owner, for when the ladles ar-
rived home the bundle was missing
and Helen will not know the joy of
viewing that nice silk net tulle. The
“Breezy Heights” scction of the hill is
in mourning for the departed bundle.

Tnitarian Church Wing,

In the union church fair the Uni-
tarian church won ﬂrst place with net
earnings of $16u.40. ' The Episcopal
church wag a cloge’ ‘second - with
$160.06. _The Baptist church was
third with $123.07, and the Federated:
church fourth with $104.84,

The books of the trms‘urer. George

'H. Hill, show a gross earning for the

fair of §$722.36, an increase over the
earnings of last year in spite of clos-
g the fair one day carlier this year,
The total expenses were $174.00. The
carnings by tabies were as follows:

Foud table—Unitarian $25.04, Feder-
«]'.tl $24.63, Baptist $1 .01, Episcopal
3 .

quf‘\ work—Episcopal $30.85, Uni-
fan $19.50, Baptist 34050, Izd»xmed

o,

Candy
tisg $.'T
$17.4

\pxun table—Episcopal
tarian $27.14, Baptist $2
$24.30,

dlant

table—Unitarian $33.64. Bap-
63, Federated $25.03, Eplscopal
$28.44, Uni-
24, Federated

mble—Unlt'nx.

52

Epis-

ropal 3NY2, Baptist® sz, Federated
S8 cents, '

The proceeds of the mystery and
popcorn tables, of the tea-room, and
of the entertainment were divided
equally,

The fcau'req ot the results are the

strong  showing eof the Unitarian
church at all the tables, and the big

lead of the Episcopatl church ai the
fancy work table.
The wunion church fair has now

=tood the test of the second year. It
segems established that the net earn-
ings for each society are laryer and
the expenses less than In separate
fairs. The gain in acquaintance and
fellowship has been so ‘great that the
falr is demanded as a permanent func-
ton, With the Lenefit of experience
gained in the last two yea next
vear's fuir is assured even zreater s
cess, ’

Annual Meceting.

At the annual meeting of the Fed-
erated church on Monday evening,
Pecember 11, there were rex)t»rt> of
the variousx departments of church
work uiven. aAugustus lovejoy was

chosen moderator of the meeting ‘and
John Traquair, secretary pro  tem.
The reports were given as follows:
Church, Rev. J. ¥ Strong: business
commitce, ¥. . Johnson: treasurer,
John Traqu:tir; collector, Miss Minnie

H. Evans; Sunday school, Supt, H. J.
Webb; Ladies' Benevolent society, Mrs,
Hortense. Stone: . k. society, Warren
A. Winslow., The following officers
and committees were chosen: John
Traquair. treas.. Mrs. Grace Dicker-
man, clerk; Misx Minnle H. Evans,
col.: Charles H. Huardy, aud,: H. J.
Webb, supt. Sunday school: Howard
W. Stone, asst, supt.: Samue! J. An-
drew, Henry G. Turner, Dr. B, H.
Hopkins, Frank . Johnson, bLusiness
com.; -S. DBassett Dickerman. Miss
Alice C. Leahy, Mrs. Walter C. Sar-
gent, music com. The matter of
choonsing an educaticonal committee to
work with the pastor and superin-
tendent of the Sunday schooi along
educational lines .n the =chool was
taken up and voted, This commitice
was chosen: Frank C. Johnson 1 yr.,
Mrs, Jeniie M. Mclean 2 yrs., (Chas,
H. Hardy 3 yrs.

Verdliet Rendered.

Poherty Bros’ suits against John M.
Maloney to recover 37,636.40 retained
by him out of $39,043.89 collected bn
executinons again-t the thirteen in-
surance companies whose policies ear-
ried property destroved in the Chand-
ter Machine Company building fire of
March 25, 1915, was begun in the
Superior court at cambridge Tuesday
moring and finished Thursday after-
noon. It appeared in evidence that
the sum retained by Mr., Maloney was
madae up of twenty-tfive percent of the
verdiets and interest and a portion of
the costs of the suits against the in-
surance companies (referred o as
the ictitious costz and amounting o
$333.97) uand that =eventy-five per-
cent of the verdicts and interest, with
the remainder of the costs, amounting
in all to $22,205.09. was paid over to

Doherty Bros. .
Mr. Maloney testified that W. C.
Dohorl) made an adjustment with

him on June 15, 1916, by “hich he
was to retain t\\cnt)-ﬂ\‘e percent of
the verdicts and interest and the fle-
titious costs and Doheérty Bros. were
to have the rest of the amount to e
collected from the insurance compan-
jes; that later in the day he got the
money and on the next day went to
Lowell with a certified check for Doh-
erty Bros. in accordance with the ad-
justment; that then for the first time
W. C. Doherty objected to the fee say-
ing that he had talked it over with his
brother, John F. Doherty, who
thought it too large. An' adjustment
sheet to that effect was admitted in
evidence and Mr. Maloney’s testimony
was corroborated by his stenographer.

Mr. Maloney testified that at- the
Lowel!l {nterview W, C., Doherty ‘sald
that he had been advised by several
attorneys that a fee of about $3000.00
was all that Maloney ought to get;

that on June 29 he told both ‘Doher- |-

tys that, rather than have any trouble

about the matter. he would take
$6.833.97, which they refused -to p"l)
and that he had not talked \\Izh eith-
er of them since that date,

Mr. Maloney ulso élaimed that his
services and those of F. J. Maloney
were reasonably worth all that he had
retained even if no-adjustment had
been made. He offered, in. addition
to his own testimony and tha: of F.
J. Maloney, the corroborating evidence
of eight distinguished lawyers, to wit:
Judge Warren H. Atwood of Avyer,
Major Thomas 1. Walsh of Ciinton,
District Attorney William J. Corcoran
of Cambridge. H. Huestis Newton of
Everett, Fred J. Dagget: of Winthrop.
Walter B. Grant of Boston, John E.
Harrington of Cambridge, and John
J. Shaughnessy of Marlhoro.

W. C. Doherty admitted that he had
received the adjustment sheet on June
15, 1916, and carried it away with
him without any protest, but denied

that he had assenied to it, He said
he did not tell his brother about’ it
for sometime and John F. Doherty

<«aid he didn’t know about the size of
the fee until June 27, .

Both Dohertys said that Maloney
had offered to call his bill $6,833.97
rather than have any trouble about it,
but that they would not pay more
than $2,000.00, They introduced the
evidence of Willis C. Sibley of Wor-
cester and Frank FE. Dunbar and
James J. Kirwin of Lowell, whose
op.‘nions of the value of Maloney's
services ranged betwern £3,000.00 and
$4.000.00.

Judge Hardy cnm"ed the jury that
if they were satisfied that W. C. Doh-
crty had assented to the adjustment
of June 15, both parties would be
baund by it, but if they were not so
ratisfied the fctitious costs would be-
long to the plaintiffs; that the defend-
ant had the right to keep so much of
the money he had retained as would
be equivalent to a fair and seasonable
compensation for the services ren-
dered by him and F. J. Maldney to the
plaintiffs; and that they should bring
in a verdict for the plaintiffs for the
excess, if any. above such compensa-
tion, with interest from June 15, 1916.

The jury returned a verdict for the
plaintiffs in the sum of $344.31 (being
the amount of the fictitious costs and
interest thercon). This verdict shows
clearly that while the jury were not
satistied that W, C. Doherty bhad as-
sented to the adjustment of June 15,
they were satisfled that the defendant
had retained no more than a fair and
just compensation for the services
rendered to the plaintiffs, and that
the small amount found for the plain-
tiffs was due entirely to a misconcep-
tion of the judge's charge which
caused them to believe that they must
give the fictitious costs to the plain-

tiffs unless theyr were satisfied that
W. (. Doherty had assented to the
adjustment.

Albert 8, Howard of ILowell tried
the case for Doherty Bros, and Fran-
cis P. Garland of.Bosmn for Maloney.

Cnitarlan Church Notes,
CHRISTMAS SUNDAY
“l.o! the Son of God is come.”

10.45 — Regular offices, morning
prayer and sermon. Music: Prelude,
“The holy virgin,” Lange: carol, "I

heard the beils on Christmas day.”
Longtellow: “Seven-fold amen,” Stain-
er; “Festival Venite in G, Solly; “Te
deum,” Stainer; offertory anthem,
“Worship the new-born king,” "Wil-
llams; carols, “O little town of Beth-
lehem,” Brooks: *“Today bhe joy in
cevery heart.” Hosmer: postlude, *“The
heavens are telling.” from “The crea-
tion,” Haydn. Organist, Harold True
Shattuck; obligati by U. H. Barrows
Fred Barrows and George Barrows.
Preacher, Rev, Frank B. Crandall, the
minister; subject, “The ( hriﬁtmaq star
of hope.”

7.00 (union service)—Evening pray-

er and sermon, Music: Prelude,
“l.argo,” Handel, organ and orchestra;
carol, -“It camc upon the midnight

clear,” Sears; choir carol, “Silent
night,” quartet; carol,.“Little children,
wake and listen,” 'choir and children;
sacred choral cantata, “The hope of
the world,” Schnecker; offertory carol,
“The first Nowell,” traditional: earols,
“0 little town of Bethlehem,” Brooks;
“Today be joy in every heart,” Hos-
mer; postlude, organ and. orchestra.
Organist, Harold True Shattuck; Wal-
ter Lougee, "cello; Fred Barrows, clarf-
net; George Barrows, first violln Geo.
H. B. Turner, second violin, Prcacher.
Rev. J. Selden Strong; subject, '‘The
message of Christmastide.” "~ -

- Program of Sacred Cantata,
“The Hope of (he Worla»
Introductor) ‘chorus—
“Ring forth, yet bells"”
Parl 1-—The Shepherds
a. *“There were shepherds nbldlng
.- in the neld
b. . “Fear not” *

'25¢ to $3.50

c. "It rose and fell n lhe glowlng'
ught”

. ] mconpoxuu-:o 159 -
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BOSTON, MASS. R
Surplus and Proliu over 83,“',
AcTs AS EXECUTOR, ADMINISTRATOR,

capnal 31 000000

TRUSTEE, GUARDIAN,

Write for our Booldet‘ .
“THE MANAGEMENT OF TRUST PROPERTY”

lssues Letters of Credit»and Travellers’ Cheques.' o
The only safe way tocarry money whentravelllnz.";;, 7

Instantly available whe
States and abroad.
your mext trip. ‘

JAMES R. HOOPBR, President

ARTHUR ADA\IS, Vice-President
"FREDERICK W. ALLEN, Treasurer
HENRY N. MARR, Secretary
THOMAS E. EATON, Asst, Treasurer
EDWARD B. LADD Asst. Treasurer

Consult us before starting on’ (.

d Trust company

ATTORNEY OR AGEN'I'

n. needed in the Urited -

ALEXANDER COCHRANE V.-Prq\ -
. PREDERICK ‘P. PISH, V-Pros, ~
"ORRIN C. BART, Trust Officer : .. - -
ARTHUR F. THOMAS, Asst.Trust Officer
R. B."GAGE, Max. Safe Deposit Vaults -

Y

THE OLDEST TRUST

KA

. B
CQMPANY'IN BOSTON. . =~

a.

"Glorv to-God on high. Allelula™
Interiude—: Frazmem“ from “Fourth
piano trio”

Part
a.
b,
.

d.

Closing chorus— “Hail,
hall”

Rubimm:ln
Organ and ‘cello |
2—The Wise - Men
“All is hushed, and ca.lm and still”

“From out the je\\cled dor'ne ‘of

heaven”

‘“Who are these thnt move upon.

the mountain?

“See,” their eyes are fixed " on
yonder star”

“Wé have seen his star”

royal babe. Al

Christian Sciencee Soclety of Ayer.

Service ig held every
ing.in. G. A., R.
subject for
“Christ  Jésus.”
meeting, December 27,

testim
ing w

Sunday morn-
hall at 10.30. The
Sunday. December 24, |
Wednesday evening
at 7.30, when
onfals of Chr!s:ian Science heal-
il be given.

New Advertisements.

TOWN or GROTON

Appropriation Committee

Wil

meet in Lower Toéwn Hall on
Thursday Evenings

December 28, January 11 and 18

All

the C‘ommittec as early as possible, in |-

order

carefully

Al

Boards are requested to - meet

-that all appropriations may be
investigated.
persons wishing to have articles

placed in the Town Warrant must ap-
pear before the Committee, or be re-
quired to procure the legal number of

signer
The

8.
public Is imned to attend these

meetings and discuss the appropria-

tions,

to the egd that your Committee

may have all available information.

3

RANK LAWRENCE BLOOD,

M. JOSEPH CLEARY,
HARRY P. TAINTER,

GEORGE 8.
A,

KNAPP,

HOWARD THOMPSON. 3t16

A

Few of the Manj Useful
CHRISTMAS GIFTS

to be found at DWINELL'S Store
Skates 65¢ to $2.00
Sleds 50¢ to 84.50
Snow Skiis $1.25 to $2.50
Hockey Sticks . 5¢ to 50¢

Thermos Bottles

$1.50 to $4.5

Thermos Lulich Sets .

Coffe

Casserdles 2

$2.50 to $2.75
e Eercola.tors

Ever-Ready Fla.sh Lights

Pocket Knives
Nickel Hot Water Bottles

F 75¢ to’ 31.55
| .25¢:t0 $L.25

. $1.80 to $2.50

3-Coin Banks $1 00 to $,'l. 75

I G. Dwinell

Fme Grooeries and nardware

\\'A\TFD—A Housekedper. ~ middte
aged. anuxs M. HIiCKORY, West Gro-
won, 88, . N

STAR'I! YO'UR PULLETS BIGKT

Station’s  cgg laylng contest -at Stons.
Conn., where  they | use "mash. ‘and
scratch feed tried out by. experience
to be the best for egg production. We
sell these. cheaper than you: can mix
them at home. TRY .THEM. -

1uot'e Poulu-y nnd Eggs Wanted.

. Ayer Farmers
Co-Operatlve Exchange

‘D\ El\G, CLEL\!NG ana REPAIRI'GG
NEATLY DDKB -

'rurncr's Block
'relephone

$1.50 fo $2.75] ..
s1.25].
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. ' PEPPERELL.
News Items, o
The Shirley Elcctric Company took

on about twenty-five new patrons last
month, whose houses were wired for

" -

‘Joseph Atiridge is out after a week’s

*iliness from tonsilitfs. -

" ars. M. M. Pond and daughter, Miss
“Helen, leave for Jewett, N. Y., at the
close of school, Friday of this week.
They will spend’ the holidays there

.- with relatives, and it is probable that

Mrs., Pond may extend her wvisit

* The Men's club chose a stormy night
for their meeting at Saunders” hall on
last week Friday. Staniey E. Qua, of
l.owell, gave -an informal talk on
“‘Sources of law.” This was followed
by a rociall hour and refreshments’

. Thes officers of the club-are Dr. L. R.

‘Qua, pres.; A. R. Paull, v. p.s Marshalil
Meriam, sec.; .George H. Shattuck,
treas. .. S
i Mrs, Charles Stinerford and three
children go to Brookline this week to
spend the holldays with her mother
and sister. "7

Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Tarbell and niece,
Miss. Doris Durant, and Miss Helen
Wiley, went into Boston last week to

" _hear Rev. W. A. Sunday.  Miss Eilen

Miller and O. M. Nash, attending the
State Grange cession in Boston, also
went to one df the meetings in the

_ vast’ tabernacle. -

‘Telephone workmen have been set-
ting new poles on River street this
week and installing telephones about

‘town. Among these is one at the resi-

dence of- Arthur Bartlett, Main street
——97-2

", .At the meeting held on Tuesday of

jast week in Concord about 200 people

 met and organjzed for the formation
. ot a Farm Bureau in Middlesex coun-

ty.. An agent from the State Agricul-
tural college, Mr. Parker, outlined the
object of the work and the beneflts
received by such an organization. The
movement is along the line of the col-

lege extension. work and includes.
" “household economics and various edu-

cational lines. The work is already
organized in every other county In the

‘state._-A committee was appointed at

this meeting to bring in a lst of two
directors from each town, Mrs. Leon

" Richardson being named from this

town. . A report on this and other
suggestions is to be made at a meet-
ing held ati the town hall’in Concord
on. Saturday afternoon, December 30,
at one o'clock. This organization of
farm bureaus is wide-spread, having

~started in the southern states in 1914,

where 600 agents were at work, and
gradually being adopted north. Mrs.
James J. Storrow, of Boston, was pres-
ent at the meeting and Is an attive
worker for the organization.

A letter was recently received from
Miss Mabel Burns by. friends in town
from her distant home in Saskatche--
wan, €anada, where she Is engaged in
teaching. She speaks of going to Win-
nipeg, Manitoba, to spend her two-
manths’ holiday vacation with her sis-
ter Margaret, and states that the mar-
riage -of Miss Margaret to Dr. Archie
Cameron. of Winnipeg, took place the
first of this month.. Dr. Cameron is
house-doctor at the children’s hospital
of that city. These young ladies went
west some few years ago, and DMiss
Margare: was fof some time connected
‘with the millinery department of a
large establishment in Winnipeg. It
is probable that a regular announce-
ment of the marriage may be received
jater. In ‘the meantime her many
friends here wish her happiness in her
new life in the far west,

Rev. and Mrs, Willlam H. Beers and
two sons went.to Manchester, N. H.,
on Wednesday to make u farewell
visit to Mr. and Mrs. Cole, who were
former friends in the west, and who
are returning to St. Louis, Mo., prob-
ably permanently.

Afr. and Mrs. Arthur A, Blood, and
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Elliot and friend,
Miss Parker. from Gardner, are ex-
pected here the last of the week to
visit Mr. and Mrs, Arthur Bartlett over
Christmas, .

A vouny wildeat was shot by David
Tierney, f the Nashua road, on Tues-
day of this week. The animal meas-
ured 2% feet and weighed ten pounds.
The face wax remarkably like a large
cat, the markings of the fur bheing
quite distinct, of a mottled gray in
" color. [ was captured near the .J.
A. Lawrence place, on the farm inter-
wvale toward the niver. It had bheen ai-
tracted by some bait used by a hunter
in setting traps, and when frightened
away by the approach of Mr. Tierney
it ran up the nearest tree, where it
was shot. It is believed the older ones
may be somewhere in the vicinity. and
a lookout will he.kept for any signs
of them, as the older ones might not

be pleasant customers to deal with, if
brought to bay.

Mrs. John O. Bennett returned on
Thursday of last week from Boston,
where she spent the early part of the
week with relatives.

Fredevic \Wilson, instructor in the
Torrington (Conn.y high school, is ex-

pected home on saturday for a two-j|

weeks' holiday.

Acoma Rebekah lodge meets on
Tuesday evening of next week for
business, .ncluding election of of-
ficers.

Mrs. A, H. Harris suffered an at®
tack of acute indigestion. combined
with a hard cold, the first of the week,
whieh confined her to her home for
several <ays,

Supt. A. R, Paull attended a teach-
ers’ convention in Fitchburg on Wed-
nesday.

The Pepperell troop, Boy Scouts.
will meet in the firemen’s room at the
town house on Wednesday evening,
December 27, at 7.20 o'clock.

Miss Nellie Mayhew, who has been
with her cousin, Mrs, D, R, Child, for
several months past, has gone to Pay-
tona, Fla., for the winter.

“Guy Rouse, a student at Colby uni-
versity, Waterville, Me., is at home

. for a week's vacation., coming Wed-
nesday. He will not be able to spend
his whole vacation here as he has
been elected a member of the Univer-
sity Glee club, and they are to make

o a six-days’ tour during the holidays.

The Fitehburg Normal school closed
at noon on Thursday. Students from
this town, Audrey Burkinshaw, Mollie
Frazer, Madeline Sliney and Hartlet
Haggerty, will have-a vacation untli
“Januvery 3.

-Among the téachers leaving town

- .for thelr homes at the, closing of the

public schools, Friday, are Mlss Wes-
ton,” who goes to Bridgewater; Miss

. Ruth Tucker, to Reading; Miss Doro-

thy Joslyn, to Worcester, and Miss
willson; to Lunenburg, Vt.

The. Ladies’ Ald soclety met Wed-
nesday afternoon at the home of Mrs.

. william Annis, as the proposed meet-

ing with ‘their president, Mrs, Jerry
Annis, ‘'was changed when tho latter
recelved the sad news of the serious
{llness of her aged mother, The prin-

. clpal business of-.the afternoon was

the appointment of a nominating com-

<. - mittee to act on the .coming election
. of officers, which occurs in January,

The third veésper service, which was
to huve been held on Sunday evening
at the Unitarian church, was indeti-
nitely postponed. The snow was too
deep and untrodden to make it easy
for auto travel and -the speaker, Rev.
Mr. Duncan., of Clinton, could not
reach here and return by train, as the
sunday schedule is very poor on this
branch: . .

A speclal train of ten Pullmans
passed through here early Tuesduy
morning conveying the pupils of St.
PPaul school, Concord, N. H., to their
humes for the holidays.

The annual meeting of the United

Order of Golden Cross was held orf
Monday evening at their rooms at the
Mecthodist vestry. There was. a gen-
oral re-clection of otficers as follows:
S. R. Merrill, g, c.; O. M. Nash, k. r.;
Miss Helen L. Lawrence, fin. k. r;
George Jenks, treas.; Mrs. O. M. Nash,
w. prelate; Mrs. Anna Jenks, herald;
Abble G. Lawrence, w. i, 8.; I.-J. Row-
ell, w, 0. g.; O, M, Nash, representative
to  grand commaundery, past nobte
grands; S. R, Merrill, alternate.
- The deep snow of last week Fri-
day's storm put an embargo on 'auto
travel generally. It is betng gradually
lifted this week and a few autos are
again ‘in use. -

Mr. Brown, the aged relative of Mrs.
Maud Chick, ¥Franklin street, 1was
quite seriously 1ll last week and un-~
der the care of a physician. He is
convalescing slowly at last reports,

J. M, Graham was in lLowell on
business last week Friday.

The Red Cross Christmas seal cam-
paign continues until January 1. 0Ot
the receipts from the sale in Pepper-
efl, 17 5-10 percent is to be paid to
che Massachusetts Amti-Tuberculosls
league, 10 percent of which is to he
returned for expenses to the National
association, and 7 5-10 percent to be
retained by the league, to be used for
expenses incident to handling the cen-
tral agency in Boston. Finally, 82 5-10
percent will go to the Pepperell Wo-
man’s club, which was appointed sub-
agent of the league, for the sale of the
seals in town, and this amount is to be
expended in -the promotion of local
anti-tuberculosis work. Through the
medium of the little seal the spirit of
Red Cross humanitarianism and of
Chtistmas cheer are happily blended.

Mr. and Mrs, W. D. Withrow will
go to Roxbury on Saturday to spend
Sunday and the holiday with Mr. and
Mrs., William Geltweldt.

Helen Hayes, Marguerite Donnelly
and lLeslie Parker, studernts at Dean
academy, arrived in town on Thurs+
day to spend the holidays at their re-
spective homes. '

The entertainment announced for
I*riday evening at Oak hill hall was
indefinitely postponed as the weuther
was unsuitable for a gathering.’

The Branch Alliance, L. 8. C., of the
Unitarian society held their monthly
all-day mmeeting on 1~‘rlday. of last
week. On account of the stormy day
but few attended, and although the
business session was held and lunch
served, it was voted to give up the af-
ternoon program. :

Mr. ‘and Mrs. Allan Parker oxpect
to leave for the south next week, their
first destination being Jacksonville,
Fla. Mr. Parker feels the effect of
the cold weather, after improving dur-
ing the summer and fall, and he has
heen advised to seek a warmer cli-
mate by his attending physician.

Benjamin Greenough and his older.
son, Allan, were in town on Tuesday
to attend 'to the transfer of his home
and entire property on Canal street,
which has been purchused by the
Nashua River Paper Company. Mr,
Greenough uand his two sons have good
positions in worcester in a huspi}nl.
and expect to remuin there indefinite-
. . :

In each of the grade school build-
ings there wete Christmas exercises,
At the Main street buildings all the
puptls cathered in the lower hall :mg
4 Christmas play wax given, pretti-
Iv decorated little tree bheing one of
the ewsentinls m the ‘play, and giving
alvo a Chrsiunas air to the occuasion.
All the grades in the building were
represented in this play, except the
coungest in the first grade. At the
Groton street building there was alsu
4 Christmas observance in all the
rooms of songs and exercises.

Mrs. Jerry Annis started for War-
per. N. H., Thursday morning, as her
mother is criticaily ill from compli-
cations following an attack of measles,
which disease at her time of life ix
apt to prove serious. -

The family of €. H. Hall, who has
lately entercd the employ of John
Jiske, came from Portland. Me. this
week and are residing at present on
(‘ottage streetl.

Miss Marie Jordan is recovering
from an attack of the prevafling epi-
demic cold, pneumonia being feared
last week.

Miss Sabina While has gone (o Al
bereng, Va., starting Wednesday. She
will spend some weeks at the home
of her cousins, Mr. and Mrs. Walter
Harrison.

Mavnard Copp and I ‘B. Simmons
uceupied the camp of the former at
Massapoag over the week-end, on a
dxhing outing.

Miss Margaret Biood, who hax been
vistting in New York for some weeks,
returned on Thursday with her sis.
ter. Miss Annah P Blood. who will
<pend  her 'hristmax vacation at
home,

Frederic Soule, from  Wiscasset,
AMe.. has been visiting at the home of
his brother. Ilias Soule, at East Vil-
lage, and with his sister, Mrs. George
Qhaw. Pleasant street. He left here
for Boston on Monday on his way
home.

The date of the meeting when Bea-
con lodge entertains the three other
lodges of Odd Fellows, is January 30,
instead of a week earlier, as crrone-
ously stated.

Mrs. Rainsford Deware has her two
gisters, the Misses Tambs, from Mil-
by. Canada, staying with her this win-
ter.

Forrest Winch has discontinued his
work for K. S. Durant, and gone to
work in the Pepperell card shop.

Mrs. Bessle Allen has closed her
Ilm strect home and started for St.
f.ouls, Mo., on Monday.

Miss Hazel Soule arrived home from
Bradford, N. H., last Saturday for a
two-weeks' vacation from teaching.

Mrs. W. A. Drummey, who recently
returned from a visit with relatives in
New York city, while thero went to
the famous winter resort, Atlantic
City, N. J., for an outing.

The Shirley Electric Company will
have completed their line into Hollls
this week, probably. It is understood
the company have purchased the
tranchise for supplying power in Dun-
atable and Tyngsboro, and afe to start
on a line from Pepperell to these
towns .immediately.

F. H. Parker and family are once
more occupying the Morrow house on
Afill street, which has been completely
renovated since their fire =everal

months ago.

Mrs., F. W. Ringdahl entertained
her friend, Mlss Ethel Towne, of Bos-
ton, over the week-end.

Miss Mae Merfam came from Mt
{da school! on Wednesday for her
Christmas vacation at home.

There is an epidemic of hard colds,
H. S. Wilson and John Frossard being,
among-the victims eurjy this week.

A telephone alarm was sent in to
the engineers on Friday evening of
last week for a chimney flte on ('ross
street at the home of Joseph Shepuard.
Engineer Shattuck was notified at
Rallroad square and made good time
with some extingulshers. The chim-
ney was burning out stowly anid would
probably have caused no damage, as
the woodwork was not ignited. and
no damage done beyond glving the
occupants a scare,

Miss Anne Hamilton, the district
nurse, Is to take a vacation of one
week, commencing this Saturday.

Mps., l.uara Parker has gone to
Townsend to care for Mvs, Haynes,
who {3 ill with tonsilitis, ;

Miss Margaret Boynton, student at
Mt. Holyoke college, came Tuesday to
spend her -Christmas vacation in town.

Miss Olive Lewis, student at How-
ard seminary, came last Saturday. to
spend the holidays with her parents,
Rev. and Mrs. .J. B. Lewis.

In Mcemoriam.

The following memoir of the late
Mrs. Helen Wood will be of interest
to the many friends whom she met at
the time of her visits in the past at
the home of her kinswoman, the late
Mrs, Henry Blake: 4

Mrs. Helen M. Webber Wood,
daughter of Asa and Martha Webber,
was born in Mason Village (now
Greenville), N, H., November 21, 1841,
She married William Henry Harrison
Wood, n resident of the same. town,
and they went to Boston to reside,
where they passed the most of their
married life, reciding in Roxbury dis-
trict for forty years. Mr. Wood's
mind became impaired last January
and he was, consigned to an asyluim,
Mrs, Wood gave up her home and
went to board, where she was tene-
derly cared for by Mrs. Charles Stan-
ter, whose kind deeds are well-known.

A slight stroke of paralysis several
vears since had made Mrs. Wood a
partial invalid. but she had shown
christian fortitude and made herself
useful, never complaining, and her re-
markable faith in religion sustained
her to the end. She was a member
of the Bliot Congregational Orthodox
church, Roxbury, where she was be-
toved by all the people, -and especially
by her Sunday school class of young
girls, whom she called "my giris.”
For the past year she has rapidly
failed in health and on December 1
her beautiful spirit passed to the
Homeland. R

Services were held at her late-home
in Roxbury on Tuesday morning, De-
cember 5, and the remains taken to
Greenville, N. H., for burial, where o
committal service was held. She rest-
ed in a beautiful gray casket amid a
wealth of rare flowers, sent by loving
friends, A large number who knew
her so well attended the Impressive
services which were conducted hy her
pastor, Rev. Mr, Rhoades. “Just
Jesus' and *“Beautiful isle of some-
where" were . rendered on her Vic-
trola. and as the noted voices sang
her favorites the silence signified the
peaceful passing of her spirit. Rev,
Mr. Black, assistant pastor. accompa-
nied the friends who went with her to
Greenville, and with a former pastor
of the C(ongregational church there,
conducted the service at the grave,
which was in the Webber family lot.

Mrs. Wood was a cousin to the late
Mrs. Henry Blake, who was deeply in-
terested in her, and her daughter, Mrs,
N. W. Appleton, has continued her
mother's Joyal interest since, arrang-
ing for funeral and burial, and attend-
ing hoth services,

Church Notes.

On Sunday morning at the Metho-
dist church the =~ubject of the sermon
by the pastor will he “The Messiah”
The service will be largely a musical
one. A full chorus choir will render
the anthem, “Come and worship™ in
pluce of the usual. organ voluntary,
The anthem, “Hark, what mean-those
holy voices.” will also be rendered by
the choir. “Christmas birthday,” ¢
solo, will be rendered by Mrs, Alice
Bartlett, for the response, and XMrs.
Elsie Copp will give a contralto solo.
There will be no Epworth league serv-
ice at 6.45, as the Christmas concert
will be given in the church at seven
o'clock, This program is being ar-
ranged by the committee, Miss Ger-
trude Cherry and Ralph Buck. and
will include solos, recitations and se-
jections by a lurge choir and the Sun-
day school.

On Saturday evening, December 23,
the children of the Sunday school and
parents, and all interested, are invited
to attend the Christmas celebration in
the wvestry of this church at seven
o'clock. There will he a tree and the
Christmas  play, “Coming of Santa
¢'laus,” will lead up to his real ap-
pearance and distribution of gifts,

Rev. George B, Dean, formerly the
superintendent of the Methodist
churches in Worcester district, has re-
signed that office of the ‘church to
take a position in the evangelistic de-
partment of home mssions and goes
to take charge of their offices in Phila.
delphia. His successor in Worcester
district. and thus incidentally here in
this church, ix Rev. Chatles . Spauld-
ing. The appointment was made by
Bishop Hughes to take effect January
1. Mp. Spaulding has heen pastor of
the Greenwood Memorial church in
Dorchester, where he has held the
pastorate for five years. He is a na-
tive of L.owell, and a graduate of Bos-
ton university divinity school, from
which he graduated with the degree of
& T. D. He has preached in Worces-
ter, Springfleld, Cambridge and Win-
chester, and is one of the best known
of the younger pastors of the confer-
ence.

C‘hristmas Sunday should bhe the
great day of the year for family gath-
ering at church. This is the time and
place when old and young may meet
to consider the beauty and wonder of
the.Life that became the Light of the
World. In this spirit all are asked to
attend the morning service at the First
Parish’ church. The pastor, Rev.” D,
R. Child, will preach upon the sub-
ect, ““The Messiah, Son of Gogd and
Son of Man.” There will be special
Christmas music by the chorus cholr.
At seven o’clock In the evening every-
one is invited to the Sunday school ex-
ercises in the ¢hurch. There will be
Christmas songs and recitations, ‘tab-

ore dialogue: - Santa Claus will- make
a brief visit and tell of the reverence
which should accompany the real
spirit of Christmas.

At the meeting of the Men's club
of the Unitarian’ church held in that
vestry on Tuesday evening James w.
Smith addressed a large and apprecia-
tive audlence of both men and wo-
men on “England and characteristics

of the English people.” ,Ml\'. Smith

leaux of the Natlvity and an exercise |

has a qulet, unassuming manner, but
in his hour's.talk shuwed his thorough
knowledge of and interest in his sub-
jeet.  During his twenty years' resi-
dence in london. in his! position in
literary life in that city, his opportun-
ities were many to bring him into
close touch with the Knglish people.
Although an Amcrican himself,” by
birth and education, he giined a yreat
admiration’ for the people of that
country, .

In the course of hi¥ address he
gave a description of several of the
English statesmen from! his personal
knowledge, amonyg thém being the
newly appointed British!prime minls-
ter, David- Lloyd Georgé. Also, Lord
Curzon. formerly Viceroy of Indla.
and Sir Edward Cuarson. He spoke of
the conduct of the English people-dur-

the better, through the war, saying
that whereas formerly the people of
IEngland spent much time and money
on sports, the spirit of unity now was
more manifest and all are getting to-
gether for the help of the nation.’

Mr., Smith made speclal reference
to the recent book hy H. G. Wells, en-
titled “Mr. Brittling sees it 'through,”
which he pronounced u finely written
description of what English people
have gone through in the last two
vears, showing the spirit of Eugland.
The members of the club and the
guests Tully appreciated the able ad-
dress to which they were privileged
to listen.

. 'There "was a soctal hour following
the address with refreshments which
the ]a(llos; asslsted in serving.

The following. Christmas program
huas been arranged for the Congrega-
tional church. On Saturday, Decem-
ber 23, the children are invited to
come :0 the Vesiry to play games from
five to six o'clock. Supper will be
served at six o'clock to the primary
department and their parents. ™ At
seven o'clock there will be a short en-
tertainment, followed Dby the tree. to
which everyone is invited.

At 10,45 Sunday morning the c¢holr
will render special music and the pas-
tor will preach a Christmas sermon.
At seven o'clock the annual Christmas
concert will be held with a‘carol serv-
ice, “Star of the east.”” There will also
be recitations and music by the chirch
choir. All are invited to.bring pres-
ents for the gift manger.
- Plans are being formed to hold. a
week of special meetings, beginning
about January 15. with the ussistance
of neighboring ministers.
Rev, J. B. Lewis» and Rev, }. E,
Mills represented the church at «a
council in West Grouton, called to dis-
miss the pastor.

HARVARD
News Items, &
George W. Carter, of (‘vncord. N.
H., and daughter,” Mixx Mary A, Car-
ter. spent a few hours with Mr. Car-
ter's cousin, Mrs. ("ohb, at the Cross-
ways, Deccember 3. They visited in
Littleton, accompanied by Mrs, Coblb
and Mrs. Cottle, and put tlowers on
the graves.of Mrs, Carter's sister and
hushand, Prof. and Mrs. l.aban Ed-
wards Warren. Mr, Carter and
daughter are.spending a few weeks in
Boston previous to leaving for Los
Angeles, Cal., where they are to spend
the winter.
_ "“The love Har,” in five acts, featur-
ing Crane Wilbur, is the headliner at
the motion picture show ‘this week,
A Weekly and a comedy, "The treasure
box,” will complete a great show, On
December 25 will be children’s night,
free to all fifteen years and under. The
show will consist of "The lonesome
heart,” in four acty, featuring Mar-
rarita Fisher; alsn, the two-act farce,
“The head of a doll.” A comedy will
also be given “The man with the
hod.  On January 9 a great show
will be given for the bhenefit of the
Clinton  hosprial

H, W. €.

Miss Blery! Bueelow opened the pro-
sram of the list meeting of the Wo-
man's club on Monday with a piano
roln, after whieh Mrs, George Wul-
ren, of Manchester, N. H., zave uan
address describing a trip she had tak-
en through the West Indies, Panama
and Venezuela, Starting from New
York in a severe storm in February,
four years awo, she gave a vivid and
interesting description of the trip on
the German hboat Moltke from north-
ern to southern waters, making very
alluring the gradual change from win-
ter to summer skies. The places visit-
ed included Havana, Porto Rico, Ja-
maica, Colon, ‘aracas, Porto Bello.
Trinidad, Barbadoes, Martinique, St
Pierre, St. Thomas and Bermuda,
IZach of these¢ she described in turn,
bringing out clearly its life and char-
acteristic features. In closing she paid
a tribute to or own climate with its
successive chunzes, which she consid-
ers preferable to the luxurious tropi-
cal climate, 1ts every change tending
to make stronger and more rugged
character. i

After the address Mrs, Warren ex-
hibited articles hrought back from her
trip, which included natural produets
and the handiwork of the natives, as
well as relics from the Battleship
Maine. Very interesting was a col-
lection of dolis made by the puplils
in a mission school in (aracas and
dressed in hative coftume.

The club is «olieiting funds to con-
tribute to the Woman's Supply league,
of which Mrs. John Hays Hammond
is president, for the purchase of a
motorbus to Le used in carrying vie-
tims of infanule “paralysis to the
clinic where they will receive electri-
cal treatment A collection for this
purpose will be taken at the next
regualy meeting on January 1.

HOLLIS, N H,
News Items,

The third and fourth degrees were
worked on a class .of candidates at
the meeting of the Grange on Tuesday
evening. The harvest feast was in
charge of Ralph Herrick, David Ers-
kine and George W. Hardy. The pro-
gram conslsted of a reading by Harold
Frost and a recitation by Walter
Flanders. At the next meeting. the
officers will bhe installed by Clarence
Russell of Brookline.

Wallace Bascom {s at home from
Mtddleborough coliege for the Christ-
mas vacation.

New Advertisements

WANTED—A second-hand, one-horse
Farm Sled In good repalr,Hand at a

Bare Hill Road, Harvard, Mass. 1t*
USED CARS—One Cadillac, 875, and

other good bargains, E. O, PROCTOR’S
GARAGE, Ayer. 1t16* -

Carpenters Wanted

Ready to w;ork at Conant, i{ough-
ton & Co., Inc., Littleton.” WILEY &

FOSS, General Contractors. 1t16

ing the war and of great changes for |

second-hand price. L. . MEAD._

advantage.

heforo placing your orders clsewhere,

“A'Merry Christmas -

Another year has ncarly passed and we have made n very gocd showing
in the business which we have:conductéd; but -this fsu’'t enpugh, we want (o
do more, und with the help and co-operation of every farmer -and poultry
raiser in this vicinfty we will be able to do a great deal more for our mutual

WK .C,.\RR\' IN STOCK A FULL LINI OI

Paint and Roofing  Materials
prices. of which will be gludly quoted upon request |
*
The EXCHANGE is in communteation with Fertilizer, Nursery Stock,

and Spraying Materlnl Houses und would ask you to get in touch with us

We hope to recelve a part of the trade of every farmer and will appre-
clate, any effort shown to make this EXCHANGE a Success,

Ayer Farmers' Co-Operative Exchange
' Flanagan’s Crossing, Ayer '
GTB.scruJLTz,Managen

other things.

erisp and evenly browned. is read

PERCOLATORS

LIGHT CO.

‘Eleotrie ohristmas Glits -

MAKE A MERRY CHRISTMAS LAST THE WHOLE YEAR
' THROUGH

When Eleetric Ware enters the home at Christmas. distasteful
features of cooking vanish and new features surround the meal time.

The Toaster Stove cooks bacon. eggs, griddle cakes and many

The Turnover Toaster {urns the toast at'a touch and each piece,

¥ just when it is wanted.

There are also many other gift articles such as

ELECTRIC IRONS SEWING MOTORS VACUUM CLEANERS
HEATING PADS BOUDOIR SETS

CURLING IRONS
GRILLS, ETC. '
v

LET US HELP YOU SELECT YOUR GIFTS
AYER ELECTRIC @

BARRY BUILDING
AYER, MAss.

Conant Blo'ckv

All" Winter Millinery
- At 'Reducved Prices |

L. D. WOODS

East Pepperell, Mass.

Don't
Fal

Diamonds Pendants

Bracelets

Next to Postoffice

Scarf Pins
Gentlemen’s Sets of All Kinds

to See Our New and Up-to-date Christmas Stock of

Brooches Rings
Cuff Links

JAS. P. FITCH, Jeweler
Tel. Con.

AYER, MASS.

Now is Your Chance to

from North Chelmsford and
A. G. LUNDBERG

=MONUMENTE

very Reasonable. Large stock to select from; first-class
work. Letters cut by Pneumatic Tools. Electric Cars

Get a Nice, Well-made

Ayer right to shop.
Brookside, Mass.

CLEANLINESS

Cut your Butter
Bill i’ Half

Harlow & Parsons
AYFR, MaAss.

t One-half

but practically all the good thi
the holldaysl are SR
as Nuts, Dates, Candy, etc. It will
be a pleasure 'to "show’ you our stock
of good things for.you and yuor guests
to partake of at the festive board.
‘We are agents for the celebrated
Ceresotn and Gold Mcedal Flours~-—the
tlour that stands second to none—with
which to make- your “bread, cookies,
. A trlal will convince
you that we ‘are up-to-date In cvery
line that we carry In stock. .

puddings, etc.

Our Specialty is the Handling of tho
. v Bes!
Vermont Butter and Cheese

EAST MAIN STREET GROCERY
'JAMES E. GRIFFIN, Proprictor
East Main Street

L SHERWIN & GO

AYER, MASS.

DEALERS IN
Groceries
' Hardware
Paints, Etc.

AMMUNITION

A_lways a Good Supply of Staple
Goods on Hand
ELIZABETH PATTERSON
MARINELLO TOILET PARLOR

shampoolng, Facial and Scalp Massage

Try the Marinello Toflet Water, Per-
fumes, Permanent Sachets, Creams of
all kinds. - 6 Pleasant St., Ayer. ]

Piano Tuning

WILMOT B. CLEAVES
HARVARD, MASS,

Ten years with Aeollan Co. New Y.
Agent for Holton Band Instruments

Planos For Sale and Rent

SHIRLEY GASH MARKET

Cart in Ayer Every Tuesday and

with a full line of Beef, Pork,
Lamb, Bam, Sausages and Canned
Goods of all varieties.

Fresh Vegetables in their Season
Cart in Shirley Every Day

CHARILLES A. McCARTHY, Prop.

Langdon Prouty

Insurance Agent and Broker

Fire, Automobile, Liability, ¥arm
Property and Accident Pollcics
Placed In the Most Reliable’
Companles at Lowest Rates

Littleton, Mass.
Telephone 30 3m14

NOTICE.

The Annual Meeting of the Stock-
holders of the Townsend WNational
Bank will be held at thelr Bank
Rooms on Monday, January 1, 1917
-at. ten o'clock A. M., to ¢hoose a Board
of Directors for the year ensuing, and
act upon any other business that may
1égally come before said meeting.

4t14 ' C. B. WILLARD, Cashier.

Townsend, Mass,, Dec. 5% 19186.

Alice Worcester Weeks

Teacher of the

ART OF SINGING
Windsor Ave. West Acton, Mass.
3m9 Telephone Conndetlon

FRANK 8. BENNETT
Successor to ARTHUR FENNER
Insirance Agent and Broker

Main Su'eeg' .

Turner’s Bldg.
AYER, MASS.

QO GEO. . FELCH
~ o 1}
St

N. A. SPENGER § §ON

Wish to call your attention
to their stock of

CEMETERY
* MEMORIALS

which they would be- pleas-
ed to. have intending  pur-
chasers inspect and .obtain
. PARK STREET
- Ayer, Mass.

1T I8 A FACT that the West Groton
Blacksmith. saves you money on Farm

‘Wagons and TIp-
Wheels and make Stone Drags. 1y27

Carts, We - bulld

~Premimm

Oleomargrine
M&nu/actured

“ Under. Govern-

ment Inspection
which Insures '

1



file:///iriley
file:///rthur
file:///nnis
file://-/nnah

| ol |

+

[y

l
s

Y

4

.~

Y

. .- SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23,

1916 .

‘ WHY NOT SEE

Thomas F. M'uliin

‘In Regard to Investment?
Bank Bldg. Ayer

E. D. STONE

Room 3

Fire Insurance Agent
Automobile and Cordwood Insurance
. Esther A, Stone, Typewriting
" Page’s Block Ayer, Mnsa,
F. EARLAND GILSON
Dental Office and Roonds
‘l"‘rcdcrlc'k G. Plérce, D:M.D., Assl'stant.

Lady Assistant ~ md
‘Pageé’s Block  Ayer, Mass.
Telephones—Ayer 106-4, Groton 168-4

- Speedwell Farm

2

. Pasteurized
CREAM
BUTTER
FANCY CHEESES
We carry in stock the following
first-class cheeses:
. Camembert
Pineapple
* Swiss
Roquefort .
Parmesan (Italian)
Roquefort and American

Full Cream (American)
~Ne.1

- Young Amerira
Chiley Cheese
P Club
Gifford
re - . " Cream Cheese

o e

Mullin Bros
9 Page’s Block AYER

" CUTFLOWERS, PLANTS, FLORAL
DESIGNS, ETC. = HARDY
ORNAMENTAL TREES,

T SHRUBS AND
VINES "

H. Huebner
Florist

Groton, Mase.
Greenhouses near Groton School

- conditions of sald-mortgage, will be

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE sAm-:[

REAL ESTATE

By virtue of the power of sale con-
tained in a mortguge given by the
Pepperell shoe Company, a corpora-
tion duly established under the laws
of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts and having a usual place of busi-
ness In Pepperell, Middlesex County,
Massachusetts, to the Tremont Trust
Company, a corporation -established
under the luws of the Commonweaulth
of Massachusetts, dated July 31, 1916,
and recorded in the Middlesex Regis-
try of Deeds, South District, Book
4072, .Page 295, and duly assigned to
the subscriber, and for breach of the

sold on Saturday, December 30, 1916,
at three o’clock P. M., at public. auc-
tion held on the premises, viz:

The land in that part of Pepperell
called East Pepperell with the bufld-
ings therecon, excepting. the bicycle
house, so-called, which is to be treat-
ed as personal property and to be re-
moved by the grantors, situated in the
Fasterly part of said Pépperell and
bounded and dederibed as follows: |

Beginning at a point on the Easter-
ly and Southerly side .of Hollls and
Nashua Streets, respectively; thence
Easterly on safd Nashua Street-about
three hundred and fifty (350) feet to
an iron pipe set in the ground to land
of H. A. Parker; thence Southerly in
a straight line about one hundred and
thirty (130) feet by land of sald Park-
er to the Nissittissitt River; thence
Westerly by sald Nissittissitt River to
sajd Hollis Street; thence Northerly by
said Hollis ‘Street about one hundred
and twenty (120) feet to the poimnt of
beginning, together with . the water-
power from the.dam on the premises
of the sald grantors, excepting ten|
(10) horse-power from said dam
which is reserved for the use of the
grantors, their heirs and assigns for-
ever.

Terms: Cash, Other terms
nounced at time and place of sale.

EVERETT L. TUCRNER,
3tld Assignee of Mortgage.

Boston, Mass.,, Dec. 5, 1916.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHU-
SETTS. Middlesex, ss. Probate Court.

To the heirs-at-law, next of kin and
all other persons interested in the es-
tate of JOHN H. WHITCOMB late of
Aver in sald County, deceased.

MW hereas, a certain instrument pur-
porting to be the last will and testa-~
ment of said deceased has been pre-
sented to sald Court, for Probate, by
ALFRED A. WHITCOMB who prays
that letters testamentary may be issued
to him, the executor therein named,
without giving a surety on his official
bond.

You are hereby cited to appear at a
Probate Court. to be held at Cambridge
in.sald County of Middlesex, on the
twenty-seventh day of December A. D,
1914, at ntne o'clock in the forenoon, to
show cause, it any you have, why the
same should not be granted.

And said petitioner is hereby directed
to give public notice thereof, by pub-
ltshing this citation once in each week,
for three successve weeks, in Turner's
Pubiic Spirit, a newspaper published in
Aver, the last publication to be one day,
at least, before sald Court, and by mall-
ing postpaid, or dellverinm a copy of
this citation to all known persons inter.
ested in the estate, seven days at least
before sald Court.

Witness, Charles J. MclIntlre, Esquire,
First Judge of sald Court, this fifth day
of December in the vear one thousand
nine hundred and sixteen. .

3t14 F. M., ESTY, Register.

an-

A Nice Assortment of

Democrat
| Wagons

Carriages,
Butcher

Carts
Harnesses

A goéd assortment and at all prices—
call and sce them

CARRIAGE REPAIRING IN ALL ITS
BRANCHES PROMPTLY DONE

ALSO, HORSESHOEING AND GEN-
PRAL BLACKSMITHING

FREDERICK WHITNEY

AYER, MASS.

Union Cash Market

Ayer, Mass.

FORES OF LAMB

13c. 10,
ROAST PORK 17¢. b,
BEST TOP OF ROUND 28¢. 1b.
BEST SIRLOIN STEAK 30¢. Th.
GOOD SIRLOIN STEAK 25¢. 1b.
RUMP s'rmx' 35¢. b,
SMALL HAMS 22¢. 1h,
POT ROAST 13c. Ib.
FIRST RIB ROAST BEEF  20c. Ib,
SALT SPARE RIBS 13c. b,
FAT SALT PORK 18c. b,
CRANBERRIES 8¢, quart’

HIGH-GRADE COCOA )
28c. 1b, 5 Ibs. $1.00

KELLOGG'S CORN FLAKES, 8c. pk.

SHREDDED WHEAT, 10¢c. pk.
. VAN CAMP'S MILK .. 10¢. éan
VAN CAMP'S SOUPS . 8 for 15c.

RUMFORD'S BAKING POWDER

Union Cash. Market

Btreet, Ayer, Mass,

Barry Bldg:

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHU-
SICTTS.  Middlesex, ss. Probate Court.

To the heirsg-at-law, next of. kin,
creditors, and all other persons inter-
ested 1n the estate of JOSHUA BIXBY
lnte of Groton in said County, deceased,
intestate

Whereas, a_petition
gented to said Court to grant a letter
of adaministration on the extate of sald
decensed to GHORGE H. BIXBY of
Groton  in  satd  County, to some
other suitable person.

You are hereby cited to appeaf at a
I'robate Court to be held at Cambridge
in sald County of Middlesex, on the
twenty-seventh day..of December A, D.
1916, at nine o’clock in the forenoon, to
show cause, if any you have, why the
same should not be granted..

And the petitioner is hereby directed
to give public notice thereof, by pub-
lishing this citation once in each week,
for three successive weeks, in Turner’'s
Fublic €pirit, a- newspaper published in
Ayer, the last publicatlon to be one
day at least before said Court.

Widtness, Charles J, Mclntire, Esquire,
First Judge of said Court, this sixth
day of December in the vear one thou-
sand nine hundred and sixteen.

3t F. M. ESTY. Register.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHU-
SETTS. Middlesex, ss. Probate Court.

To the heirs-at-law, next of kin, and
all other persons intereated In the es-
tate of MARY LILLIAN BROWN late
of Aver in satd County, deceased.

Whereas, a certain instrument pur-
porting to be the last will and testa-
ment of sald deceased has been pre-

has bheen pre-

or

sented to. sald Court for probate, by
FRANKLIN FREEMAN who prays

that letters of administration with the
will annexed may be issued to him or
to some other suitable person, the ex-
ecutrix named In sald will having de-
ceased.

You are hereby cited to appear at a
Probate Court, to be held at Cambridge
in sald County of Middlesex, on the
twenty-geventh day of December A. D.
191%, at nine o'clock in the forenoon.
10 show cause, if any you have, why
the same should not be eranted.

~And said petitioner is hereby directed
to glve public notice thereof, by pub-
lishing this citation once in each week,
for three successve weeks, In Turner's
Public S$pirit, a newspaper published In
Aver, the last publication to be one
day, at least, before sald Court, and by
malling, postvald, or delivering a copy
of thig citation to all known persons
interestéd in the estate, seven days, at
least, before satd Court.

wWitness. Charles J. McIntire, Esqulire,
First Judge of sald Court, this tifth day
of December In the year one thousand
nine hundred and sixteen.

2114 F. M. ESTY. Register.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
subscriber has been duly appointed ex-
exutor of the will of NOAH PAY-
SON SMITH late of Pepperell in the
County. of Middlesex, deceased, testate,
and has taken upon himself that trust
bv giving bond and appointing ANNIE
F. SMITH of sald Pepperell his agent
as the law directs,

Al persons having demands upon the
egtate of sald deceased are hereby re-
quired to exhibit the same: and all per-
gons indebted to sald estate are called
upon to make payment to . .

WALTER T. SMITH, Executor.’

Montetalr, N. J.

Address of Agent
ANNIE F. SMITH,
. . Pepperell, Mass.
November 25, 1918, ! 3t14

Ralph H. Wylie
- “DENTIST - -

AYER Mass.

3@4'6

Telephons Connection

LITTLETON
News Items, T
The program for Christmas at the
Comimon consists ‘of the Christmas

treé .on Saturday evening in the
church vestry and Christmas services

Sunday morning and evening, with
special  musical sélections for both
services, Including new anthems for

the choir, violin selections and vocal
tolos, “The cry of a child” will be
the topic of the morning sermon to the
voung people, and In the evemng “The
story that is more than a story.”

Mrs. Henrfetta Churchill, of Brook-
liné, iIs vislting her niece, Mrs. Maud
K. Caulkins.

Mrs. louise B. Caulkins went -to
Medford this week to spend the re-
mainder of the .winter with her son,
1%, J. Cauikins.

Mrs. Arthur Wright, of Ailswon, i3
visiting her daughter, Mrs, J. William
Dodds, and family, Great road.

Clarissa,. the ‘young daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. John Hutchinson, of Gold-

smith street, Is recovering from a
slight attack of pneumonia,
A two-tenement house on Fark

street, - Ayer, belonging to the Stone
heirs of Littleton, was quite badly
damaged by fire last week Friday.
The Bennett house on Main street,
Ayer, occupied by -the Judge Sander-
son family, caught fire from <an un-
known cause last’ Saturday evening,
causing a damage estimated at $1500,
Part "of the furniture was removed
from the houre during the flre and
suffered more or less therehy. Mr.
Sanderson and his family were in Bos-
ton at the time.and only the maid
was in the house. The year of 191¢
seems to have been very eventful in
the history of Mr. Sanderson’s family.

Mrs. Charles A. Kimball has been
visiting relatives in Brookline this
week. .

Mrs. Grace Lawrence has gone to

Beach Bluff, where she will enjoy the
hospitality of her ¢ousin, Norman Dil-
lingham, and family
more. .

Rev. and Mrs. Paul Gordon Favor
write very pleasantly of their new
home and reception by their parish-
ifoners in Farmington, Me., where they
have found a most congenial society.

The date of the Back-Log club
dance has been changed since the cal-
endars were printed. On Christmas
night, Monday, December 25, the
party ‘will be held in the town hall
from eight to twelve o'cléck. The
Colonial orchestra has been engaged
to furnish music. , '

The Allied Bazaar, held under the
auspices of the British Social club in
Boston, has proved a magnet of at-
traction to many.Littleton people, who
declare it one of the greatést exhibi-
tions ever seen. There were bhetween
30,000 and 40,000 people in atiendance
on last Saturday.

At the morning service of the Con-
gregational -church last Sunday Mrs.
Susie Smith sang a very acceptable
golo, and Miss Myrtle Fletcher pre-
sided at the organ, -

There will be a tree and Christimas
exercises at the Congregational church
vestry this Saturday afternoon.

The West End people met with Mrs.
A, W. Knowlton and showed them-
selves much in earnest over the dis-
cussion of the embargo. The subject
of the next meeting will be **Science
and invention,” and neighbors will
meet at the residence of Hon. C. A.
Kimball.

JAt the Sunday morning service of
the Congregational society a very ati-
tractive musical program will he give.
en under the direction of Mr. and Mrs.
A. P. Gardner. A quartet composed
of Mesdames Hager and Houghton and
Messrs, Gardner and Dodds will »~ing
selections from *“The coming of the
king” by Dudley Buck. The following
order of service will be given: Organ
prelude, Mrs. Gardner; soprano solo,
() Jerusalem, look about thee: selec-
tion by the quartet, “Awake, pui on
thy strength, O Zion"; prayer. by the
pastor; responsive reading: hymn; so-
lo, “Anthem celestial,” Adams, sung by
Mr. Gardner; prayer; solo, “Sieep, my

Jesu,” J. C. Barker, sung by Mrs.
Hager; sermon; =singing, “Adeste
sidelex,” Dudley Buck, sung by the
quartet; benediction,

An indoor range has been provided
at the old steam mill near the depot
for members of the Ritle club and the
first match will be shot on Saturday,
December 23. During the . winter
matches will be shot under the direc-
tlon of the Massachusetts Association
of N. R. A. clubs, the tournament to
be divided into three perinds;hegin-
ning December 4, and ending April
7, 1917. The results of the match
shot on the outdoor range on Detem-

ber 9 for the National Sportsman
trophy were as follows: Priest 88§,
Remick 87. Robbins 86, Hume 85,

Ames 66, On Wednesday. January 10,
the annual election of officers will take
place. Dues for the coming year are
payable at this meeting. After the
business meeting a supper will he
served in the dining-room of the
town hall.

Miss Hazel Wainwright returned re-
cently from a visit with her sister in
Fitchburg., During her week ¢n the
city a surprise’party was given in
her honor at the home of Mrs. W. A,

Bigelow. Among the guests were Mr,
and Mrs, Raymond Vanderford, form-
erly of Littleton, and now of Siur-
bridge.

J. A. Wainwright recently returned
from the western part of this state
with a carload of Jersey, Durham and
Holstein cattle. One of the Halstein
cows weighs 1450 pounds.

Mrs. Hall, Miss Hazel Straight, Mrs,
J. X. Wainwright, Joseph Barber,
Ralph Wainwrigth and J. W. Tobin
were guests of the Boxhorough Grange
last week.

The €. M. Lovejoys, from Hartford,
Conn., braved the elements and arriv-
ed at Mrs. P, 8 Whitcomb's at the
Center last week Friday.

The celebration of the Christmas
festival at the Unitarian church will
begin this afternoon with the Christ-
mas frolic in the vestry from three to
five. Following the exercises by the
children the decorations will be, taken
from the tree and it is hoped that
Santa Claus will arrive to join, in the
good time. At the service of worship
on Sunday forenoon there will be spe-
cial music by the choir and others,
and the subject of Rev. O. J. Fairfleld’s
Christmas sermon will be ¢The per~
gonality of Jesus—his place in human-
ity and his relation to God." As
Chrigstmas is preéminently the chil-
dren’s festival the young people are
especially invited to this service, as to
tho Sunday school ‘service which fol-
lows it when the lesson of the day will
be presented In songs, recitations and
story—all taking part. The young peo-
ple of the Guild will meet at 5.30,
well wrapped, for a special out-door
service, ‘starting at six o'clock. Many
ot the houses will be decorated with
1fghts on Christmas eve between €ix
and seven.’

.On account of  the severe storm and

the continually drifting snow of last

14 <

for a week or.

Saturday Mr, Hartwell postponed the
dancing school reception until Monday
evening, when winds and weather were
more favorable and the darifts had
heen ploughed and the snow levelled
through the untiring efforts of road
commissioner and citizens living in the
affected districts, Perry’s orchestra
of Ayer gave a touch to the strings
that made the young people enter into
the spirit of the occasion. Daintily
dressed and neatly slippered the little
dancers formed as pretty a picture as
one could desire, and when the granad
march wus announced all were ready
to fall In Hne to the leadership of
lLucile Gardner .and Willis  Stone.
IFrom nine o'clock until cleven the
less privileged adults were admitted
to the floor and scemed as happy as
thefr junfors. During the intermission
ice cream and cake were served. The
presiding patronesses of the evening
were Mrs, Charles A. Kimball, Mrs.,
George Newcomb, Mrs, J. W, Ames
and Mrs, F. B. Priest, . :

Misgs “Fannie 'Mitchell, of Freeport,
Me., is visiting with the G. H. Kimball
and the F. S. Kimball families. in
Newtown during her vacittion from
teaching.

J. H. Remick is driving a new Ford
automobile and we assume that he has
made another purchase of ocur local
agent.

The Christmas exercises at the
West school! called out a large num-
ber of visitors of various natfonuiities
last week Friday afternoon and proud
parents looked on while happy chil-
dren took part in a pretty Christmas
pageant and entered joyfully {nto the
other features of the- entertainment,
cinging, recitations, folk dancing, efec.
There was the most contageous merri-
ment among the children when the
Jolliest and best-natured Santa Claus
appeared in the person of Principal
Greentield, who after a little social
time with them unloaded the tree,
which was generously laden with re-

membrances for puplls and teachers|

alike. The other elementary schools
had similar entertainments hy and for
the yvoung people and all bhegan the
Christmas vacation with brightest
hopes and cheering expectations,

George. Durkee, one of our oldest
citizens, has been quite indisposed.

Michael MceNiff has been housed he-
cause of a severe cold, which develop-
ed into bronchitis, His sister. Mrs.
Hugh McDonald, joined the shut-ins
last week.

A unfon meeting of much interest
was held in the Congregational church
vestry last Sunday evening, Hon. (), A.

Kimball presiding. There was con-
sregational singing from the new
hymn books, two vocal solos, “The

plainsg of peace” and “The holy city,”
by . George A. Cook, accompanied .by
Mrs. A. . Gardner, the piahist of the
cvening. Rev. O. J. Fairfield gave the
scriptural reading and Rev. H. L.
Caulknis offered the prayer. Follnw-
ing the responsjve readings Mr. Knight
introduced the subject of the evening.
“National ideals,”” and himself discuss-
ed the national idea.of liberty. Con-
tinuing the general subject, Mr, Caul-
kins presented the national ideal of
religion; Mr, Alvord, the hational ideal
of morals, and Mr. Fairfleld, ‘the na-

tional ideal of peace. The benedic-
tion was pronounced by Rev, J. C.
Alvord.

Many are the stories heard on .all
=ides of teams and autos stalled in
the deep drifts last week, something
very unusual for December. Even on
the main thoroughfare some vehicles
were oblized to remain or bhe hauled
out by neighbors' horses. The Ward
cake man had to leave his auto wlith
all its goodies in town  over Sunday.
The predictions for 2 severe winter
seem to have been well founded.

Congregational Supper.

The Ladies’ Benevolent society of
the Congregational church served an
excellent supper on Thursday evening,
December 14, which was sufficiently
weil patronized so that the committee
will clear about twenty-nine dollars
from supper and entertainment. There
were 150 covers and a large percent-
age were taken. The menu-consisted
of cold ham, beans, rolls and a variety
of cakes and pies with coffee, which
was finely served by an able -corps of
fifteen  waitresses front amongz the
yeung ladies ot the church.

"The entertainment at eight o'clock
Dhiciuded a pilano duei, Misses Anna
Fleabody and Dorothy Dennen; an il-
histrated song, Sybil Stewart, Maude
Maxwell, Marian Buss andg Jean
Campbell; reading, Mrs., Anna Boyn-
ton Merrill; violin solo, Howard $hat-
tuck; voeal duet, Mrs. E. H, Bliss and
Miss Anna Peabody: reading, Mrs.
Amiy Shattuck; reading., Mrs, Merrill;
vopal duet, E, H. Bliss and O. M. Nash,

he committee were Mrs, George H.
Shattuck. Mrs, George E. Shattuck.
Mrk. J. A, Thibault and Mrs. Gustaf
Anderson.

Death.

Charles Ward Houshton entered in-
to rest on Friday, December 15, after
an dlness that confined him to his
roonj about ten days. His health had
jong ‘heen failing and with advancing
age the had weakened pereeptibly.
Throughout the years of increasing in-
firmity -he was comforted by the gen-
tle ministrations of hix devoted daugh-
ter in! the home and the thoughtful
attentions of his other children.

On Monday afternoon funeral nbze-
quies were held over which his pastor;
Bev. James (. Alvord, presided. Mrs,
1.. A. Mager sang “Crossing the bhar”
and “Nearer my God to thee” Be-
sides tlr’c scriptural reading, the pray-
er d' the benediction, Mr. Alvord
read twp beautiful pocems, the second
of which, “Going home.” was especial-
Iy consoling and helpful.

Beneath the sunlit ~kies and the
blanket iof pure shnow the body was
consignov).l to its resting place in West-
lawn andidst the fragrance of many
flowers, the flnal tribute of love and
esteem. |

Mr. Hdughton was horn in Groton
on May 27, 1830, and was one of two
cons of J'Pt-\ and Mary Stone Houcgh-
ton. At the age of four years he was
bereft of his father, and carly learned
to assume responsibilities, thus laying
the foundation for independence of
thought and action in mature -vears,
He attended Groton schools, and as
he found opportunity assisted his wid-
owed mother in the support of the
tamily, In young manhood he came
to Littleton to help ‘his only brother,
James. i .

Later, on April 10, 1856, he mar-
ried Miss Louisa M. Kimball, and they

made their home on the farm of her|

birthplace. Two children blessed their
unjon, Mary Louisa, now Mrs. Rol-
land Holt, of Belmont, and James
Fred, whose much lamented death oc-
curred nearly twenty-eight years ago.

Through the death of his wife on
September 9, 1863, Mr. Houghton was
placed {n double parental trust of his
two young children. The following
year, on September 22, he marrfed
Miss Abby Frances Hayward, of Ash-
by, who bestowed upon them the love
and kindly ecare of an ,own mother.
For more than fifty years Mr. and
Mrs. Houghton shared life’s Joys andj

sons- and daughters, all of whom sur-
vive them, John Hayward, of Gard-
neor; Elroy Ward, of Boston; Sarah
Blizabeth, at home; Charles Kimball
and Florence Rice (Mrs. Willlam L.
Pickard), both of Littleton. ~ A dozen
grandchildren have also claimed. their
love and interest.

Through the excrcise of good judg-
‘ment’ and “careful management Mr,
Houghton prospered in his business
and on November 1, 1888, retired from
farm life, At that time he bought his
late home at the Center, and with his
family shortly took possession of his
new home. Here he and Mrs, Hough-
ton celebrated their golden wedding
very pleasantly a few years ago, when
relatives and . friends from far and
near enjoyed the horpitality of thelr
geniel host and. hostess.  On January
10, 1915, Mrs. Houghton was called
home and Mr. Houghton, although re-
celving kindest attention and most de-
voted care, has longed to join her,

A man of few words and lfttle os-

tentation, he stood for all that was
$00d,and upright, and noble. ‘Inde-
pendent in thought, self-rellamt apd
deliberate in action, his cBaracter
rested on those basic principles of the
Puritan type of manhood that impress
one’s fellow citizens and endear one
to those by whom he is truly known,
In his home relations he was most
happy, ever thoughtful, considerate
and helpful. The same spirit found
expression in” his gentle courtesy to-
wards his neighbors, by whom' he was
highly esteemed. To the church of
which he was a member he was loyal
in attendance, materjal support, and
to the cause of religion he gave as the
opportunity offered, with faith in God
well ‘founded;"and hope in ctérnal life
secure. . :
" His interest in the town centered in
its highest  weifare, and his place as a
citizen he filled with a clean heart and
a clear conscience. Truly he has earn-
ed the plaudit of the faithful and en-
tered iInto the joys o fhis reward.

South Street Christmas Tree,:

The entertainment given by the stu-
dents of ‘Groton School, under direc-
tion of Sub-master Mr. Vahner, which
was announced for last Saturday even-
Ing, was postponed on account of the
snowstorm and consequent hard trav-
cling until Monday evening of this

week.” At this time about sixty at-
tended and were well rewarded. The
entertainment was free to all. Mr.

‘Vahner and a chorus of the Groton |

students rendered several selections of
Christmas music and seven of the stu-
dents gave . wonderfully . beautiful
musie on the bells. Mr. Molloy, from
the school, assisted the chorus by ac-
companiment with a French horn.
The program was unusual and of high
order, and was thoroughly e¢njoyed by
che audlence.

There was also a Christmas tree for
the children, well decorated through
the efforts of a local committee of
Mrs. Ringdahl, Mrs. Maynard, Mrs.
R. W. and Walter Sherwood, assisted
by others. Frujt and candy, bags were
brought fram the Groton School.

.The children also added to the en-
tertdinment. Christmas recitations

were given by Merle and Lilllan Gil- |-

lesple and Mildred Kemp. Bernard
Sherwaod rendered selections on his
cornet, and there were (‘hristmas
carols. by Priscilla Dodge and Arthur
Cordeau. .

One of the Groton. students, Mr.
Frothingham, enacted the role of
Santa Claus to the great enjoyment of
the children, his costume and very
jolly manner carrying out the part to
perfection. This rounded out and
made complete the program of the

first public Christmas celebration held

here for some years. )

The Sunday school is to be contin-
ued, we understand, through the holi-
days, when the students will be ab-
=ent.

SLOAN'S LINIMENT EASES PAIN

Sloan's Liniment Is first thought of
mothers for bumps, bruises and sprains
that are continually haopening to chil-
dren. It quickly penetrates and soothes
without rubbing. Cleaner and more ef-
fective than mussy plasters or oint-
ments. For rheumatic aches, neural-
zia, pain and that grippy soreness after
colds, Sloan's Liniment gives prompt
reiief. Have a bottle handy for bruises,
strains, sprains and all external paln.
For the thousands whose work calls
them outdoors, the pains and aches fol-
lowing exposure are relleved by Sloan's
Liniment. At all Druggists, 25c.

New Advertiscmepts

North Middlesex Savings Bank
ANNTUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the Cor-
porators of this Bank will be held at
its Banking House on Tucsday, the
second 'day of January. 1917, at two
o'clock P. M., for the election of of-
ficers and the transaction of any oth-
er business that may legally come be-
fore the meeting.

E. A. RICHARDSON,
Secretary.
1t16

Ayer, Dec. 23, 1816.

Teamster Wanted

our factory. Must be sirlctl_\'
family - man _ preferred.
HOUGHTON & CO., Inc.
Litttcton, Mase.

for
temperate;
CONANT,

2t15

Colonial Rugs

I will take orders now for Holiday
Gifts of Hand Weaving—Rugs, Por-
tierts, Pillow and Couch Covers In
I"ancy and Plain Weaves. Bed-room
Sets—(Couch and Pillow Cover with
two large ‘Rugs, speclal at $15, and
will be glad to quote prices on work-
fng up your own material. Small
amount of Shaker Linen Warp on
hand for SHk Table Covers. Call or
address MRS. IDA SMITH DREYER,
Shaker Village, Ayer, Mass, 3m11

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHU-
SIETTS. Middlesex, se. Probate Court.

To the helrs-at-law, next of Kkin,
ereditora, and all other persons inter-
ested In  the estate of ROSETTA
BLODGETT late of Townsend in sald
County, deceased, intestate, -

Whereas a petition has been present-
ed to sald Court to grant a. letter ot
administration on the estate.of gald
deceased to GEORGE W. BLODGETT
of Townsénd in the County of Middle-
sex, without glving a surcty on his
bond. . .
. You are hercby cited to appear at a
Probate Court to be held at Cambridge,
in .satd County_ of Middlesex, on_ the
e¢lghth day of January A. D. 1917, at
nine o'clock in the forenoon, to, show
cause If any you have, why tho same
should not be. granted.:

And the petitioner {8 hereby directed
to glve Ru lle notice thereof, by pub-
1ishing this citation once in each week,
tor three successive weeks, in Turner's
Public - Spirit, a newspaper published
fn Ayer,-the fast publication to be one
day. at least, before sald Court,

AVitness, Charles J. MclIntire, Esqulre;
First Judge of sald Court, this six-

teenth day of December in the year onej

sorrows. Their home was cheered by

o

housand nine hundred and sixteen, -
¢ 3tié . F. M ESTY.]Reglner,

- OFFRIGHT
" - Serve breakfast in a warm rooin and

forget about the furnace until real

cold weather comes. ; o
- Don’t burn coal or wood when you -
- don’t really need -that kind’ of heat. " -
" ) . . ‘ ., . | . . K L .

. SMOKELESSZONNHEATER/ -
- SMORELEGICOUXHEATER
It will keep your whole house warm* - -
and make you more comfortable for -
less money. - No fires to build~—no.
coal to carry—no ashes to clean up. -

Quick — Clean — Dependable’

For saleat depé.rt_mérlt at.id.héid&afé »
stores . everywhere. Write for free”
descriptive booklet. ~ -~ .
For best results use Spqqhy‘Kejjbs:ene : :
Standard Oil Company of N. Y, "

Stove Dept. .50 Congress Street, Boston . -

XN BEC L

Greal Annual MarKDownSale

—OoF — ,

Millinery Novélt_iesat_i()fﬂe_éﬂélif Prlce
Mrs. E. F. Chandle"‘

Ladies’ Hatter = . .
Main Street _AYER, MASS.
Telephone 823 .

Barry Building

More Power . Half the Cost:,
Fairbanks-Morse .

KEROSENE AND -GASOLENE ENGINES

- Calt and Look Them

S omraye

.

West Sfr_.ee‘t,: = 'P‘LUMBE'ﬁ\



file://-/fter
file:///nnu.al

‘.

 8ATURDAY, DEC

1916 . °

~ Absolutely Pure
-Made from Cream of Tartar
~-NO ALUH__-:IIO PHOSPHATE

- ONE 'DOLLAR AND FIFTY CENTS
: PER YEAR. IN ADVANCE -
R ‘This Paper is Sold by

‘W. A. Drammey.......East Pepperell
Kate E. seereveseaass. Shlrley
H, -P. Talnter...

‘Copant & Co........Littleton Common
C. W. Hildreth.........:.....Townsend
L. Sherwin & Co...... JAyer

) Wateh the Date on Your ‘Pax;er
. The daté with your name I8 stamped
- on-the margin and shows to what time
- your. subscription I8 paid, and also
~8orves as a continuous receipt.

——

. Change of Address i
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PEPPERELL

’ .
News Items. .
Artnur Tower came home from
Dartmouth college on, Wednesday and
Iloyd Tower from Worcester Poly-
technic on Friday to pass their Christ-
as vacation with their parents, Mr.
“nd Mrs. H. N. Tower. Sydney Tower,
from Readville, is also expected on
Saturday and Mr. and Mrs. Albert
Everts from Roxbury. Mrs. Dunbar
and daughter, Miss Ramona, from
Maplewood. are also expected to join
the family partyaover the holiday.

Miss Maynard of Boston, former in-,

structor of music in our publie schools,
has been in town at the Homestead
the pust few days, enjoying d reunion
with the teachers of the Main street
building. who were associated with her.
formerly at the home of Miss Clara M
Shattuck on Friday evening of last
week. Mirs. Dort was unavoidably ab-
sent, as vhe was ill from tonsilitis.

Little John Bernard Goodwin, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Goodwin.
celebrated his first birthday on De-
cember 17 with a quiet little party.
Four of .hix small playmates were in-
vited to be present. He was presented
witn a birthday cake by Mrs. Charles
Stineford, which was cut by Miss Irene
Stinefard. as the small host was rather
too voungz. Bernard received a num-
ber of presents, including a signet ring
from his zreat aunt, Mrs. McGuire, of
t.owell

The East Village Social club will
hold an all-day Christmas party on
Wednesday. December 27, at the home
of Mrs. John Martin, George street.
Aembers are requested to he pres-
ent by 11,50, as dinner will he served
at 12.36¢, 1t is necessary that ecach
n:emsber be prompt with her donation
for the dinner. The president of the
ciub Kindly requests each member to
brinz a packige containing an article
worth not more than tive cents. These
are t. be numbered and placed on a
Christmas tree, which s generously
provided by the hostess. The articlex
_will be distributed later by number to
each one present, a method which 1s
sure to cause much merriment. :

Miss Irene Whitcomb, who has bieen
teaching in Thompsonville, Conn., is
expected home on Saturday o pass
the holidays.

Thomas Tarbell came from New
York on Friday to spend the holidays
in town.

About Town,

W, (. Perry and A, P. Wright at-
tended the annual banquet of the as
sociation of the State Assessors at
tne CQumry ‘house. Boston, December
13. They report an enjovable occa-
sion, X .

Prudenes Wright chapter, In AL 1
ntet Tuesday afternoon, December
12, with Mrs, Drury. On account af
the storm there was not the usual at-
tendance. but those who braved the
storm report a well spent afternoon.

Miss Hamiiton, the district
jeaves Saiturday. December U0,
waoek's vacation.

For other Pepperell news see page 6.

nurse,
for a

P. W. C,

The Peppereil Woman's club cele-
brated its first decade in the vestry of
the Congrezational church on Tuesday
afternoon, December 18, Called to-
gether vy President Shattuck, after
the reading of the minutes of the last
meeting by the secretary and the
transaction of a small amount of busi-
ness the afterncon was placed in the
hands of- the Program and Hospitality,
committees whose plans for the club’s
.entertainment were most successfully
carried out. After a fine piano solo
and response to a hearty encore, an
account of the starting and ecarly life
of the club was given by .its first pres-

ident, Mrs. Elizabeth B. Heald, fol- ¢

Jowed Ly a voeal solo and second
selection rendered by Mrs. Florence
Hutchinson, . ’

Then Madame
a poetical introduction,
the “Future of our town,” which was
received with much applause. The
Ladies' quartet. Mrs. Bliss, Mrs.. Bart-
lett, Mrz. Copp and Miss Wood, favor-
ed the gathering with a quartet’ and
a short recess wax declared, after
which the mémbers- were” invited to
join in a birthday banquet. Eighty
members. were seated according to

Saunders read, after

their birth month at appropriately |’

dressed tables, To Mrs, Joseph At-
xridge, we understand, is due this
most tasteful and effective scheme of
decoration. . -
The salads and cake, ice cream and
“coffee, were all deliclous, well served
-afid bountiful. Then arose our presi-
" dent,” Mrs. George H. Shattuck, as
toastmistress and proposed the follow-
ing toasts:’ S

a dream of,

| prestdent. ’

Firet—0ur club; what it has stood
for In the community. . Response by
Mrs. A, E. Maxweli, founder of the
club. R .-

Second—Our prestdents, - past and
prasent, may their successful work in
the pasxt be un omen -for the futurec.
Response by Mrs.” J. L. Boynton, past

Third—OQur town, its present needs
and its.future poszibilities. Response
by Miss Clara M. Shattuck.

Fourth—Our home talent. The
source of our power in the past, the
hope of our success in the future.
tesponse by 3rs. H. N. Tower.
LListen my friends and you shall hear
Of the remarkable talent we have

‘round here.’ .

1 we have writers and readers and play-

ers, too.
Singers and actresses not a few.
Perhaps you all don't know it
But our club can boast a poets
Not 4 voung writer of foollsh rhyme,
But a dignitied lady of “Ye olden time.”

The notes from our sweet-volced zingers

Long In .our memorny lingers.

We've had singers and players of some
renown

But sonve of the good ones have left
our town. .

Alas’ for the days of the famous octelte,

Althovgh we still have a fine quartet.

When it comes to hlstranic art

Many there are who can take a.part.

Some of the ladies have jumped at the

- chance -

To perform on the stage ln their hus-

band's pants!

JBut there are only a-very, very few

Who ecan look ltke a Chinamun or a
Jew! . '

We've had papers on the poets, and the
ways L i

Of the good old-time “Colonial davs.”

Also, well-written travel.talks, |

And papers on-Pepoerell hills, tlowers
and walks,

Some can recfte poetry by the yard

In monologue and dialogue others have
starred.

e have two- nlce lndles who scem to
know B .

Just how long to run a vaudeville show,

We have the dearest cat, and finest bear.

Thelr like you'll not find anywhere!

Onc(;l we went back to Kindergarten
ays
And danced and -froliced In childish

ways.

“Johnnle and Artie” you'il surely not
_ forget— .

They were the cutest little bovs I ever

- met. .

IL.ast winter we thought we'd better .

Present a Japanege operetta. -

We had just the lady to put it through

Who could direct "all the muysic and

acting, too.

Tt was a success in every wayv—

From the emperor stern and princess
L &ay.

Ti c¢ach bright lady and jolly sprite,

The dancers and fairfes all in white,

. From the way this luncheon tastes and

looks

We know all our members are excellent
cooks,

Now, methinks, yvou'll agree, that from
first to last .

“Our home talent” is an-all-star cast.

This last being given in rhyme re-
ceived repeated applause.

In gratitude' and appreciation of
the delightful afternoon ‘given us by
the two committees all arose and
joined in singing to the tune of “Auld
l.ang Syne,” the following verses writ-
ten by the chairman of the afternoon,
Mrs, Qua: .
10048—1916
*Twas in the year of 19-six,

When first we gathered near
To form the Pepperell Woman's

To ux now grown so dear.

Chorus
And our allegiance now we pledge,

To evervthing thag's right— )
For loyvalty blds us udnite, titl

The good work we win,

club,

We know some work we've sureiy done
.In those ten years gone by:
Fo we'lb continue in the work
.And on success rely, |
And now beforfe we 2eparat
Jach her own way pursis,
a " v s Hhy e

: hand
In friendsimp Kind 0l true,

At the close of this
of the president’'s
celebration of the
the Pepperell
happy ending.

melady the rap
guvel hrought the
tenth birthday of
Woman's  club a

1o

GROTON

History of Groton Band.

The first engagenient that the band
had after Mr. Fitch c¢ame in was a
torchlicht campaigghparade, probably
on November 24, 1553 It was a bitter
cold night, and miarching down
wards the Groton School the instru-
ments froaze up and when “*Marching
through Georgia” was ‘attempted the
only man that could play a note for
quite a few bars, that is until their
breath had thawed the valves and
slides of the instruments, was George
Blood on his clarinet. He and the
drums played alone until the other in-
struments thawed.

Mr. Fitch has played steadily every
vear from 1893 to the present day.
and besides playing in the Groton
band has played in the Waverley hand.
He has been good at attending re-
hearsals.
in the reeotds of the early spring
1864, besitde the date of each re-
hearsal, or at leaxt a good many of
sem, are the jetters . B, and ¢, A,
We assume this to mean that Ulysses
larrows and (Charles Allen were pres-
ent from Aver. ".As near us we can
determine this is the period when they
were hoth in the habit of attending the
Groton rehearsals, riding back and
forth on bicyeles in  the summer
maonths, and in the winter going on
the train, returning on the “Shoo-tly"”
which left Groton in those days at
about nine o'clock at night. One of
the things that remained most promi-
nently in Mr. Allen’s mind was the
reenllectinn of how cold it used to be
ctanding around the station waiting,
whenever the train was late,

{'ntil hix sudden death very recent-
iv, Charlex Allen was a monument
maker for the firmi of Spencer and
Kan, Ayer. Mr. Allen came to Ayer in
1843. and beginning in 1894 plaved
cornet with both the Aver and Groton
bands. He followed it about ten years.
From the fact that his hair was pre-
maturely gray the fellows, and espe-
cially James Bywater, used to call him
“Grandpa,” He played solo cornct
along with Ulysses. Barrows for most
of the period of 18%4-04, and was as
faithful as if he had been a regular
member of the band. When, on ac-
count, of trouble with his teeth, he
decided to give up cornet altogether,
the- band purchased his instrument
and presented it to thelr leader, Mr,
Shattuck, in appreciation of his long
service, ) -

Mr. Allen was very much interested
in the writing of this history and In
several long and interesting conversa-
tions he gave us much valuable iIn-
formation, .

“On May 5, 1894, the band serenaded
Percy Benedict in honor of his mar-
riage. In the summer concerts were
given as usual, and at least two of
them were held at West Groton. The
West Groton band had cvidently in-
terested the people of that part of the
town_in music, as this is the first rec-
ord we have of a concert by the Gro-

of

ton band in West Groton. .
On June 20,-1894, tho band played

.came. to the concert.

lihe serenity of the day.

Jprocedure,

10-.

for a lawn party “at the Unitarian
chureh, ‘The Landmark says of this:
“The Groton Cornet band honored the
ladles and soclety with a grand con-
cert an Wednesday evening. The eve
was a perfect type of the most aceep-
table June weather, and from far and
near, in carriages, on blcycles and on
foot. a nrultitude of people gathered
to enjoy a concert of much more than
ordinary character.” This item i3 in-
teresting us showing how the people
The ublquitous
automobile had not appeared and wax
not to make its appearance in Groton
for tive yvears., We learn that the fivst
automobile pussed through Groton on
November 3, 1599,

The following clipping from the
f.andmark explains what the band did
July 5: “The Groton Cornel band
serenaded Mr. and Mrs. Wright, super-
intendent of the poor farm, on ‘I'hurs-
day evening.  The strains of music
bhorne by the soft July alr across the
meadow were listened.to by the vil-
Iage people with pleasurable interest.”

On July 21 the band was to play for
a lawn party of Mrs, Voorhees' Sunday
school class, but as it rained the exer-
cises were held in the church,

There -was a catholic jawn party
held at John Condon’s on July 28,
Rev.. Patrick J. Sheedy paid -for the
hired men, and the regular members
donated their services,

Op August 20, 1894, the band ac-
cepted an invitation from the Grecen-
ville band to attend a. sort of bund
toeurnamernt to be held in Greenville on
August 24, Invitations had been. sent

to several of the bands in surround-|

fng towns to join the musical gather-
ing.” Several ands, we are told, ac-

cepted, but when the day came thel.|

only. gne appearing was the Groton
vand. The Greenville people were so
pleased that the Groton organization
had held to its agreement that they
couldn’t do enough for the men. The
records say; “Were entertained’ in
first-class shape.” N .

One untoward ingident only marred
A lady lost
her watch and Thomas Black, the
band's snare drummer, ' was accused
of having found it. Willlam 8. Woods
says. the accusation was based on the
fact that while the band was marching
Mr. Black wis seen to stop plaving,
stoop down and pick up something
from the ground. What he picked up
was a piece of music he had dropped.
Mr. Woods says that Tom was 0o
near-sighted to have seen a watch if
there had been one beneath his feet.

Mr. Black, who was thoroughly hon-
est, denled -having the watch, but nev-
ertheless he was taken'into the town
hall by the authorities and searched.
He was righteously indignant at this
as were the rest of the
band. Of course, they found nothing,
and Mr. Bluck ‘was released with the
muost profuse apologies. It ir said that
the woman found her watch at hume
the next day. : . .

~On August 31, 1894, the band play~-
ed for a picnic at'Island pond. On this
oceasion, according to William Woods,
Charles Corey made a speech which
caused a good deal of amuzement.
Mr. Corey went by the nickname of
“Donkey' Corey and was very eccen-
tric. One of hig eccentricities mani-
fested itself in his turning the living-
room of his house into an aviary.
where he Kept innumerable canary
birds. Mr. Corey had a decided pro-
pensity for the public platform, and
Capt. Palmer telis us that when he
was selectman, Mr. Corey wanted to
hire the town hall to give a lecture on
“Paniel Webster.”

In November of 1894 came the usual
rallies, and a serenade to Mr, Tobin
cnded the season. On this last occu-
sfon the band seems to have made
wwauy with too much of the host's pro-
visions, and to’'zet even he gave them
loaded cigars. - :

This seems zond a place as any to
tell of an incident i conneetion with
Nathan Nutung, which is told us by
Norman Shattuck. One mght Iate in
the fall, when the band were rehenrs-
s in the town hall rooms, Mr. Nut-
ting came ir He wore his hair and
whiskers long and was i strunge look-
ing ~izht.  He commenced to dance to
the musice, o strangely weird figure,
Mr. Shattuck had a book of Irish jigs
at hand and he had the band y,lu_\'
several jigs from it Mr, Nutting, with
inereasing  motion  and  enthusiasm,
dunced while the loungers looked on
in amusement. Finally, when he had
danced up and down the toor until
he wus so tired he almost dropped, he
stopped and said, “Gentlemen. 1 hope
you will excuse me for coming in, but
the music was so nice 1 couldn’t help
it. Good night.” Without another
word the strange figure went out into
the might.

in the summer of 1895 the band be-
gan to raise money towards purchas-
ing new uniforms. The populur way
of doing this seems to have been to
hold ice cream and cake sales in con-
nection with the band concerts. We

assume that the refreshments were do--

nated by the members or their friends,
as the band netted from $25 to $335 1
night by these sales. At least four of
them were heid during the summer.

The only engagement out of the
usual ordep in the summer of 1895 was
a picnic of the Lawrence engine com-
pany. .

A new name appears in the record
about this time, Arthur Woods, a well-
known carpenter of Groton, has not
heen mentioned before. He probably
joined the band in 1543 or 18984, He
played cornet, contenting himself ‘with
the second or third part. He played
faithfully for abou: twenty vears, only
leaving a few years awo, because of
other business, Besides playing in
Groton he played for a time with the
band in Harvard under the direction
of Hiram Brown. Mr. Woods recol-
lects with pleasure the good times the
band used to have.

We neglected to mention in his
proper place Samuel Willaims, brother
of Everett Williams, who played cor-
net with the band for two or three
yvears, beginning about 188¢. N. D.
Shattuck tells us that he and “Sam”
used to practice together, and that the
latter's favorite piece was “Little fish-
er-malden.”  Mr. Willlams went into
the drug business and moved to Hart-
ford, Conn.. but still kept up his in-
terest In the band and used to come
back and play the cattle show engage-
ments just for the fun,

Before commencing the active sea-
son of 1896, the band purchased the
uniforms they had been working over
a year to get, Charles H. Kimball, of
Lowell, was given the contract to make
them. They were pald for in install-
ments, made about a month apart dur-
fng the spring and summer. We do
not know how much they cost, as there
is a page lost from the cash account,
but $285 was paid towards them before
September, 1836, The Landmark
mentions that the hand appeared in
thelr new uniforms on July 4.

On April' 28 the band furnished
musie for the Old Sixth Regiment an-
niversary. Joseph Cleary was mar-
ried in June of this year and on the
twenty-ninth of the month the band
serenaded him. This, In” the opinion
of John Donahue, was the most cele-
brated serenade of the 1881 band. To
use his words, “There was a barrel

of -lemonade, everything was galore,
and no one went hungry or dry.” The
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The Christmas Season is approaching and we wish to call your attention to the fact that in our store_you
will find an extremely large variety. of useful and serviceable articles very appropriate as Christmas Gifts. =

STATIONERY
Pmnﬁdﬂms
VIOLET WATERS
MANICURE SETS
TRAVELING SETS
POCKET BOOKS
BILL FOLDS

HAIR BRUSHES
CARD CASES
CIGARETTE CASES
CIGAR CASES |
FACE POWDERS
HAT BRUSHES
TOILET SOAPS

SHAVING BRUSHES

. We have spared no pains in sclecting this Christmas
stock—it is the largest we have ever offered. Because of
our carly and heavy buying we are able to offer

Stationery, Ivory Pyralin

Léather Goods, Hair Brushes, Bte.” P

at prices which will mean a great saving to you

Our immense line of..

Christmas Stationery

has been stored for mentlis and we are now offering it to
vou at prices which are a great deal lower than the pres-

ent matrket warrants.

Be sure and inspect this fine as-

sortment of advertised brands of stationery, such as
Highland Linen, Symphony Lawn and Crane's Linen
Lawn. Price of boxes, 25¢. and higher.

LIGGETT'S HUYLER'S
QUALITY

Our Candy Stock Includes

. LOWNEY'S FENWAY

BELLE MEADE SWEETS
LOOSE-WILES

NOBILITY

Orders taken for )
HOME-MADE BON-BONS, CARAMELS, FUDGES
These boxes are priced at™60c., 80c. and $1.00 the
pound. All arve of the very highest grade, are a strictly
fresh stoek in attractive packages. '

Qur ussérlnﬁnt of .
IVORY PYRALIN TOILET ARTICLES

is the largest in this vicinity.

B

Whether you are inter-

ested in single pieces or complete sets it will be well
worth-yvour time 1o look at our stock.

We advise all persons desiring to pux‘éllasc COLUM-

BIA GRAFONOLAS to sce us at once.

these machines is heavy. -

The demand for

We have an assortment now,

but cannot tell what we will have for those who delay.

Our terms are reasonable.

As usual we have.ia complete line of staple Cigars
and Cigarettes in all sized packages. Tobacco in pound
and half-pound jars and tins. '

We are agents for

Eastman Kodaksand Phot.ogi'aphi'c Supplies

At Christinas, as al any other time, we will have

hocolate, Vanillu, Coffee and Strawberry Iee Cream

We pack these in bricks or cans, one flavor or more,
as vou desire. Bricks. 50c. the quart. Place your orders

arly.

. (THE CORRECT WIUTING PAPER)

CAMERAS
PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPPLIES '
FOUNTAIN PENS
COLUMBIA GRAFONOLAS
COLUMBIA RECORDS
CIGARS

TOBACCO

CIGARETTES

PIPES’

HOT WATER BOTTLES
 TOOTH BRUSHES
RUBBER GLOVES
'RAZORS

CLOTHES' BRUSHES
THERMOS BOTTLES
DESK ARTICLES

band played “much” in return for the
sumpituous treat of Mr. Cleary.

The band, as it had the previous
veuar or two, played for the celebra-
tion on the Fourth of July, besides
giving the usual open-air concerts,
and doinz some serenading in the
fall. Nothing of speclal interest hap-
pered auring the ‘vinter.

On May 25, 1897, the members of
the band, saddened by the sudden
death of Mr. Hemenway, called a
special meeting, at which a commit-
tee. cunsisting of Frank Blood, Amos
Ames and Bowman Gale, was chosen
to purchase tlowers and draw resolu-
tions of condolence for the band. On
May 27, "The band with full ranks, at.
tended the fureral of Frank Hemen-
way.”

Three or four new men came into
the band between 1894 and 1897, and

1t is most convenient to take them up |

here. :

1rnest  Fletcher's name first ap-
pears in 1834, He was the son of
sotomon  Fleteher, and played cym-
Yals  intermittently  for  five or  six
years., He was the second member
of the bhard to die while in active
service. On September 13, 1904, it he-
came the hand's sad duty to play for
Mr. Fletcher's funeral.

Rober: «“Chub’™) FFletcher played

cymbals in the band for one year,
about is9i or 1895, probably one of
the vears uring which his brother
rnest did not play. The principal
event which stands out in “Chub’s”
mind is the band's job at Littleton
on Decoration day. He and “Billy*
Gale, the bass drummer, wanted to
play bali on the afternoon of that day.
But In def¢rence to the strenuous ob-
jections of the leader, U. H. Barrows,
they reluctantly gave up the baseball
game and stayed with the band, but
not without feelings somewhat dis-
gruntled, which were expressed by
extraordinary efforts on the percus-
sion instruments while the band were
playing at the exercises in the town
hall. The results of those cfforts in
volume of tone coming from the drum
gectlon must have been very notice-
able, but thelr psychological cause
was probably not known to most of
the listeners at the time. .
-« Fred Noble played. alto for about
two years at.this time. His father
was a machinist at the mill. He mov-
ed to Hoostck Falis.in the late nine-
tics, and severed connections with the
band. i .

Charles Raddin, son of Joseph Rad-
ain, came. into the band about 1884,
carrying the drum first, but soon get-
ting a horn, He bought his first in-
strument, the alto, of Charles Shat-
tuck, paying for it by doing seven
dollars’ worth of haying. This show-
ed commendable enterprise and pluck
for an ecleven-year-old boy, because to
earn that amount of money it must
have taken him quite a few days of
riding on a horse rake and other
“hay-ficld” duties, Mr. Shattuck and

.

‘1 class in Groton, Mr.

i place

him lessons. l.ater,
of Leominster, bad
ddin studied

Mr. Ames guve
when E. (. Cary.

with him.

aMr. Raddin was in the band at the
time the new uniforms were purchas-
ed, and recallshow cireful the men
were of them. On one torchlight pa-
rafie, for example, they decided that,
as it would be dark, they would wear
the old uniforms for feur of solling
the new ones from the use of their
hat torches. Such cure is doubtless
Tesponsible for the fact that these uni-
forms still exist today.

Mr. Raddin played steadily and
faithfully until two years ago, when
his work. occupying his evenings,
forced him to drop from the band.
We hope that circumstances will al-
low him to return sometime in the
future,

During the summer of 1897 the
band serenaded Mr, and Mrs. Miller,
played for the dedication of Mr. Frv-
ing'sgoaint shop on (‘hampney street
and dispensed music at the home of
Keenie Fletcher. This last event took
on Saturday. August 28, 1897,
Mr. Iletcher was married on the
previous Tuesday and heard that the
band were going to serenade him, and
so he sent them word to wait until
Saturday, when he could be properly
prepared to receive them. They did
<0 and were royally treated.

On September 11, 18973, the band
and the Groton Grange held a joint
pienic at lLakeland park. The Groton
l.andmark of August 11 contains the
tollowing item in anticipation of this
event: “Henry Adams, the commit-
tee of the Grange to make arrange-
ments with the band for a pienic, re-
ports the picnic at f.akeiland park on
Saturday, September 11, it fair. If
stormy the next fair day, Sunday ex-
cepted. This will be the best pienic
of the season and- it -was a happy
thought to have the band and grange
unite fn this way.” It might be add-
ed also that it was a happy cholce for
the grange to select as the committee
one of their members who was also a
band man. It is reported that this
affair ‘was very successful and that
everyone enjoyed themselves to the
fullest extent. One of the features of
the day was the muslc fol dancing
by an orchestra composgd of the fol-
lowing persons: I‘red Sale, first vio-
linist; Henry Adams, second vlolinist
and prompter; George Blood, clarin-
etist, and Mizs Clemima Blood. pian-
ist (or organist). .

On Octoher 14 the band furnished
musle for the Lawrence Engine Co. at
a muster held in Townsend. Several
fire companics were there and at least
four bands. Difterent men recall dif-
ferent_things concerning this engage-
ment. In the memorys of Norman
Shattuck the march from one Town-
send to the other stands out most
clearly. In Arthur Wood's mind the
playing of the good old march, “Cali-
fornia Exposition,” by the four bands

‘he was tremulous concerning the re-

consolidated was one of the most
prominent and best remembered fea-
rures, while Willlam 8, Woods was
impressed most by the Jdinner which
he says wax the best and served the
most promptly of any dinner he cver
had while off with the band.

_ The readers of thig history niy be
struck with the frequent references
tno the dinners, suppers, lunches and
other forms of gastronomic enjoy-
ment in which the band has purtici-
pated, and they may have wondered
it & bandman is a special species of
human being with a high degree of
voraciousness as one of its distinguish-
ing characteristics. It can be said with
the strongest assurance that this s
not so, but that on occasions when
the members of the band have dis-
played an interest of more than ordi-
nary strength in the “feed” prepared
for them and have exhihited appetites
of more than ordinary capacity, it
has been due to perfectly natural
cauges. When a man has blown his
whole soul into a mass of colled hrass
and has walked a hundred miles over
dusty country roads. it is not to be
wondered at that his appetite is at ts
best and that he indulges in any re-
past which may be provided with very
keen relish.

The muster in Townsend marks the
first appearance of two new men in
the band, Willlam Gale and Winthrop
Chase,  Mr, Gale s the son of Bow-
man Gale. He was a boy at the time
of the muster and carried the bass
drum. It was but a short tme, how-
ever, hefore his post was at the rear
instead of the forward end of the
drutn.  Mr. Gale says that he had
been to band meetings with his fath-
er ever since he could walk, so that
his interest in the band was not a sud-
den one. The first engagément Mr.
Gale ever did on the bass drum was
at a picnic held by St. Mary's church
in Ayer, and he did net know of this
Jjob until the night bhefore. Naturally,

sult of his efforts, but they must have
been good, because he soon became
the regular bass drummer. He has
bheen .out for a season or o, at two or
threc different. times, but while an
activé member never missed ‘a re-
hearsal. : .

Winthrop Chase, the prescnt SnaTe
drummer, son of QGeorge Chase, a
tormer member of the band, began
to play about 1897. The Town3end
muster was hia first appearance with
the band, and he had.to work hard
as the band marched from one Towns-
end to the other, and the drums had
to play all the time. But hard work
had no terrors for him; it was the
playing besides strange snare drume
mors in the. consolidated band that
vgeared him to death” - He carrled
the day, however, and remained with
the band four of five years, when busi-
ness in Boston competled him to sever
his connections with the band. He

gold his drum to Norman' Shattuck,
) : . L

anmd intended to give up music for
soud.  Five or six years ago the desire
to play again became strong, and when
Messrs. Donahue, Bywater and Shat-
tuck started up the Groton orchestra
he became the drummer, and this led
him back into the band, where he has
played with increasing interest and en-
thusiasm since. He rarely misses i
rehearsal and is indispensable in hi~
position.
(Tq,«rbe continued.)

" WESTFORD
Forge Village.

The Christmas tree exercises were
held at St. Andrew’'s mission on Tues-
day evening. A large number were
present and enjoyed a short, but ex-
cellent program while waliting for
Santa (laus. The children took their
different parts splendidly, showing the
careful training given them by the
teachers.

Mrs,  Alvin
visited here
Carmichael.

The Christmas spirit has entered
the different homes here, holly and
evergreen being the principal decora-
tions. A great many are planning on
having the usual Christmas trees and
children are all anxiously awaiting for
old Santa to arrive.

Bicknell and friends
this week with Mrs. Jo

Mr. and Mrs, Joseph Leclerc have
been called to Canada by the death of
Mrs. Leclerc’s mother.

Miss (‘armel 1. Rose, of Belmont,
is spending her Christmas vacation
with her grandmother, Mrs. Elizabeth
Splain.

New Advertisecments

FOR SALE—Slelgh as fa. Price low.
Inquire of DR, C. A. FOX, Ayer. hd

POULTRY WANTED-—Highest price

for good poultry, Telephone §1-2, Pep-
perell, DAVID SAPERSTAN, 4116 -

" CARD OF THANKS

In appreclation of the nelghborly
kindness from. our friends during.the
1ast {liness of our beloved wife, mother
and sister, we wish to express our sin-
cere thanks.

; Roswell C. Davis, -
. Mary'D. Davis, - Co
.. Mr, and Mrs. James Murchle.

" Harvard, Mass., Dec. 21, 1916.,

FOR SALE—A 1911 Plerce Arrow
Touring Car in excellent. running con-
dition. Wil make good renting car or
fdeal ton and a half truck. Price $5876. .-
Write or telephone A. J. ABBOT, Weat« *~
ford, Mass. .. ’ 1t16

WANTED AT ONCE—Men to work in ~
paper mill; steady work and good pay.
Company’s boarding house will furpish
comfortable quarters for men to live.
HOLLINGSWORTH & VOSE, West Gro-
ton, Mase, = B . 8tL -
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